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TELETYPE

EXERIKA MANN

PRORVENING STANDARD LONDON HYDE

The sereening and re-sereening of high officials in the Bavarian land
Government has led to the removal of several important functionaries

from leadingz rositions in the staff of Herr Fritz Schaetfer,Temporary
Minister President, They include Ministerialrat Fischer of the Minisiry

of the Interior,Dr, Gessler,Councellor of State and Dr, Bhhhtihk Schwinck,
Conductor of the Landeswirts chaftsamt (Kinistry of Fconomies) , Another
influential officer,Dr, Hipp,the temporary Minister of Eﬁucation!proved
insuprgetable and is on his wéy out, 287 lesser employees of the State

had alsﬁ to be dismissed last week slone, While similar "purges" are

taking place throughout the Reich,de~-nazification authorities here declare
that a number of approint-ents sugcested by the Bavarian Minister President
and tentatively made by Military Government have Dbeen most unfortunate,
Take Dr, Schwinek,for instance, a former member of the German General Staff
and holder of high offices in the administrations of occupied Poland,
Prance and Italy, Or Dr. Gessler who served Dr, &chaeifer in an un=-offiecial
advisory capacity,without ever having been accepted by MG, For five
weeks,the former Minister of War,one of the main instigators of Germany's

"black" re-armament and co-founder with General von Seeckt of the

"Schwarze Rﬁichsmehrj’occupied the office space next to Herr Schaeffer's

suite,informed himself of all important government business and participate
as an advisor in all meetings of the cabinet,That Herr Schaeffer should
have sought his advise,would seem quite incomprehensible,were it not for
certain fnatuga which make the Minister President himself a rather

ambiguous figure,
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Herr Sehaeffer has never been a Nagzi,but belonged to the rightist

wing of the rightist,Catholic "Bayrische Volkspartei" (Bawarian

Peaple's Party) , When in 1922,the "German People's Day" in Koburg =

one of the significant early Nazl sueccesses - had resulted in physical
violenees agninst liberals and Social Bemocrates and the soclal
demoeratic faction of the Bavarian Diet moved for State actlion against
sudr Nazi activities, Staatsrat Schaeffer declared in the diely ".o4

we have no reagon to turn agninet thece units - no reason to face them
with distrust, Quite to the contrary: the thought which saved our people
then (in 1919) will have to save it again until some day the Deace
treaty is torn Waeess"

I* the early twenties anyone trying to divulge Germany's illegal
rearmement used to he murdered by his countrymen, When these cases, the
se-cnlled "Fememorde",were to be investigated in the Bavarian Diet,Aohhiek]
Sehaeffer phevente @ the investigation,shielding,among others,Dr,
Guertner,then Bavarian Winister of Justice and Reichs Winister of
Justice unier -Hitler,

Despite his obvious sympathy with many & Nezl trend,Staatsrat
Schaeffer,a Bavarian Catholiec to boot and a aeparatist at heart bravely
opposed Fitler during the years preceding his ascent to power and
in 1923 was promptly relieved of his post in the hlhblikhly Ministry of
Pinsnce,7e has spent the past 12 years as a Drivate citizen and sinece
1034 has been furnishing Catholic orgsnisstions with legal advise,

His appointment by MG,though Possibly untenable,ﬁas a logieal
move,He was an experienced administrator,a leading member of 3avaria's

leading party and a seasoned anti-Nazi, Bvehn if his early past was known
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to be anything »but flawless, 12 years spent in ¥ volontary retirement
might have mended nis ways, He had seen,too,where the egeressive
natioanlism wvhich he was wont to favor,had BAehk landed hie nation and
might now be bent on Peace and demueracy,

He said he was,vhen I paid him & visit yesterday,
De-nazifieation,he observed,was a good thing,but should not be carried too
far, While truly important Jjobs (was he thinking of Fischer,Gessler,Schwinck
and Hipp?) should be given only to M the most reliable,there was no need
for a purge of chafrwomen, Folitieal reliability was one thing,efficiency
another,You ecould not run a state without a suffieiant number of trained
assistants, Some W 50 ¢ of all Bavarian offieialdom had been dismissed and
were left penniless, Virtually all German males between the ages of 20 ana
40 were Adead,erippled,or interned and capable men were hard to find,

from exile
Asked,wﬁthfr or not the returnyof a number of sohooled functionaries would
help the £ situation,he saia Germany oo uld be.ﬁiiiinﬁﬁhd only by Germans
who stayed with her dur&}ng the past 12 years,
The eoming winter,he stated,would be hard but tolerable,There

wase enough I wood in Bavaria to keep the population reasonably warm,
While allied authoprities are not wholly satisfied with the Progress of
the wood eutting program (some People,they point out,will not realize that
no eoal vhatsoever will be alloeated for domestic use) , Herr Schaeffer
seemed confident He dig Bayy though,thal the amount of stoves available
vas disquietingly small,

As for Baveria's financial Plight,he has just fowarded a comprehen=
sive plan to Usfet,In it HE?T_Sphaeffer recommends among other things,
not the econfiseation of unbanked ¥azi property ( banked assets have already

been blocked) ,but a novel kind of taxation,
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"y Preuegesetz (law of faith) “,he explained, "wouldfavour all those
vho remained faithful throughout these 12 years,while punishing those
vho did not;by heavy taxation, Whoever wants to Dbe eg@énted,will have
to apply and prove his faithfulness, Whoever fails te apply #i},will
be taxed,"

Though prior to our arrival considerable amounts of money
have been ecahsed and are Imowm to be in the hands of "purged" Nazis,
the Ninister President ex ressed himself against a possible withdrawal
sf the ¥ark, Even now,he observes,people are hoarding small banknotes
in sntieipation of any such move which usually appliea to higher deno-
minations only,He feels that his taxation plan has a falr chance to
be considered and secepted,but 4id not mention to me another proposal
uhich,ﬁy aceording to persons in his entourage /he has recently sub-
mitted,It econeerns the future politieal setup ‘in Bavaria,states that
Cermany has been ruined by too many parties and that even fouryas
kit existent
M?n Werlin,are three too many,Schaeffer's plan provides for
free eleetions the peaple ought to be given a change to vote for or
against the govermment, for the rest unity is what mattera most,
Rezarding the hhikghhhkhkhire ## unity prevailing between the head of
the Bavarisn State and the occupying authorities,he did not mind telling
me that on the whole his high hopes in Military Government had been dis-
arrointed,

"Actually", he said, "I took this job in a moment of weakness,
In my ownintFest,as well as in that of my party;which is isufficiantly
represented (Schaeffer and the outgoing Hipp are the only members of
the Bavrian Peonle's Party in the present cabinet of eight) 4I should

have deelined Now I suppose I shall have to stick it ont "
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Was he not,ff I inquired,privileged tn resim,whencver he so desiired?

He said that he did not think so,

I have reason to believe,however,that in this respect,if in no

other,the Herr Minister President is mistaken, End article,




