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Wer and the German Yind: The Testimo of Men of Fietion who fousht
at the g:gngt

By wme. K, Pfeller, With a Foreword by George l. shuster,

(New Xorks Columbia University press. 1941, PPe XXy 345, § 3425.)

This 1s a highly interesting effort to elucidate from & particular
point of view & problem in the discussion of which several sble writers
have regently engegeds Instead of tracing the ideas of Naziesu throughe
out the 19th and 2nth cehturles = a method not without danger = Dr,
Pfeller concentrstes on the first Worlad War and the followings period,
Thus 1limited in time and space his subjeet becomes all the more sugcostive
in its verious aspects « The question he tries to snswer is not: How 4id
Nazism emanate from the war?But,rathers What wes the German roaction HHRH
towards the Wor?H w dld the different feelings,opinlons,characters

shaped by the War tell on Ggrman literature and politics? Why was it
that certaln trends graduslly absorbed the others? Is there any specifi-
cally German attitude towards war in general? D, Pfeller undertakes to
answer these vital questions,not with a few sweeping affirnations,but
through the palnstaking exsminstion of several hundred gernan books sbout
the war,written between 1914 and 1939, This task he performs with scholas
ship,litersry taste,strong powers of snslysis,snd an admirable objectivi=-
tYe

Perhaps with a little more objectivity than the subject of his study

would sosm to laposesThe author,we learn from the foreword,is & resolute
foe of ‘aszism,and it must have been extremely difficult for him to pre=

sent = sing ire ot gtudlo - a philosophy he detests,liow,it esslly

happens thet,while trying to overcome an inner resistence to a hostile
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phenomenon,one actually comes out in its favoryand that Justice towards
the enemy becomes injustice towards ourselves, "Bewere of explainin- ATOPY-
thing," « a Frenchman has sald « "lest you end ﬁg exocusing everythin-i"

To begin with,Dr, Pfeiler's prineipal distinotion betwsen "opoe
centtics" and"ethnocontrics " among the german war writers works rethor
in favor of those who are fond od wer and the German menner of wvagling it
To be "ethnocentric" is certainly nobler then to be "egoeentric", Yet,
according 10 Dne Fpeller,sll of the German peifists belons to the "opp-
centric” aschool,whereas the militarists are the "ethnocentrics™. To us
it would geem that & sincerely peace~loving author may be Just =28 Anterostod
in the happiness of the community ,as the most ardent worshipper of slauche
terjand that an “etﬁiaantrie“ American or Englishmen may very well hellcove
in the neoesaity-of taking up arme for his country and the frecdon of the
human rece,without indulging in the brutal mysticism of the Tazi t¥ne,.
Dre Ppeiler's scheme 1s nelther exhsustive,nor quite fortunate in itsolf,

Fazl philosophy must not be viewed regerdless to Naszi reality,

A Nazi book on the war like Joseph M8gnus wehner's "Seven before Verdun",
written three years before Hitler cam to power,has as much to do with
the second world War as with the firsteIts subjeet is the past,its object
the futures.Wehner's philosophical German soldiers want to give "true 1lie
berty to all peopiea of the world" and to build a "Relch of peace, justice,
end love®, What the same type of ;an actually did give to the world,we
inowe They gave us the memory of Lsdice and of those men and women hung
in Poland because they'd hended out milk to Jewish childreneHerr wehner,
however,has hies "horoes" talk of "love".Cen he be eslled sincere? Noesn't
he falsify reality? And, if eo,can hies work hsve any resl himen or ertistic
validity?

Dee Pfollor fails to ask these questions, S0 far ppee he in hig
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endeavor to be felr and sympathetic,that he takes even the peage-loving
a few days before "tunich"
assertions made\by Himmler'y sheet "@gs Bohwarze Korps" at thelr face
value, In order to explain the puzsling contradiction between Naszi "paci-
fism" and Ngzi miltordien he delves, into the great German philosophores
that mi:-ht possibly exist
Once,it 1s true,he reminds the reader of the difference/\between a hook
and 8 the aotuality it claims to plctures It would not be fair,he saye,
to confront the perfection of Nezi writing with the sad reality of the
Welmar Republice "If German republicanism is called & fallure beccuse of
vhat 1t 4ld,vatlonal Soclalisn cannot be ealled a suceess until it has
proved itself by deedae" Ag for these deeds,howeverythe author sprarently
had not yet an adequate concept in 1941, Consequently hls sole concern
1s with the 1deal realm of literature. Nyt even the most accomplished S
scholarshlip can quite reconcile us with so onesided an appronche
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