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_It#ﬁﬁgzﬁhen the Germans are looking for a new "Fuehrer", they

_~will want to pick a man who is
1.) acceptable to the Allies; and who 18

2.) not only acreptable,but highly attractive to the majority of the German
hhhhikl nation,
Bven condition nukber wme is not easy to fulfill, Nazis are out, So are
people in any way jdentified with Hitle's war effort, Communists,while
presumably agreable to theSoviets,may not be equally welcome to the
Weatern Allies, And neither the Russians nor ourselves would wish to
deal with anyone lacking in certain essential qualifications - such as
edueation,experience and the measure of populairity nceded for the job,

As for condition number two,it is far more difficult to meet,
In order to be "highly attractive® to the majority of today's Germans,
a fellow must,a) be able to prove that he has been an anti-Nazi over a
period of years (if mainly for reasons of expediency,this will be made
s eonditio sine qua non); he must,b) , have stayed in Germany and shared
the fate of his countrymen, Refugees,no matter how fervently pro-German,
will hardly do, ¢ in his fight against Yazism the aspirant must have re-
mained German to boot.HE'ﬁust not,for instance,have wanted Germany to
loose Hitler's war,If,during the war,he gympathized with,or even supported
the allied causewgzh:é;iﬂhhhhhhh be considered a traitor by many, d)
Since all political parties are almost equally compromised,he had better
not be a politicisn, €) And since 65 % of the nation are Protestants,he
shouldn't be a Catholiec either, f) Although,under the circumstances,
wmilitarists" Bk will not pass,the candidate ought %o be a militant type
To enforce diseipline and to gain the respeet of his war loving nation,

a soldierly past will serve him well,f He ought to inspire faith,
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With conditions beirg what they are,sweet reasonableness - never a
favorite with the Germans -~ will avail little, Certain magnetic powers

are highly desirable for Germany's new leader,

If condition nukber one ( acceptability to the Allies) is no
mean prerequisite and condition number two (attractiveness to the Germans)
is still harder to fulfill,a combination of the two seems almost un-

meeting
answerable, Yet there exists a man who may prove capable of hhikl them
both, His name is lartin Niemoeller,

Even toflay when Germany is split in four major and many minor
occupation zones and ho German living,say,in American ocoupied territory
could gain real power over the inhabitants of other sectors,Pastor Nie-
moeller is an obvious candidate for future national leadership,

The "Church Leaders' Comference" held recently in Tieya;
near lMarburg by 70 prominent Protestant elergymen was proof of t his,
Most of those present outranked the humble pastor from the small Dahlem
parish in Berlin; but even the highest dignitaries fell silent,whenever
"our Martin Niemoeller" asked to be heard.,As a matter of form,he had been
elected co-chairman,with Bishop Theophil Wurm of Wuerttemberg presiding,
Actually,however,his gﬁ:ﬁ;;:i Personality,its natural magnetism re-en-
forced by martyrdom ( 8 years of concentration camp have turned into so
many invisible halos) ,dominated the convention, Upon his ardent advise,

his followers refrained from staging the expected showdown over a"purge"

of churchmen thought to have compromised with the Nazis,Ipstead of re-

cognizing Niemoeller's anti-Nazi "Confessional Chureh" (Bekeﬁntniukirchd

as the only legitimate body,they accepted the conciliatory solution
Proposed by their chief in the interest 8f national unity,After five

days of deliberation the assembl y stated that 1,) it was impossible
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to restore the "Constitution of the Protestant Chureh" of July 1llth,
1933,because on the whole ite institutions were irreparably compromised,
2,) It was impossible to recognize the "Confessional Church® as the
sole bearer of Protestant authority,because of thq growing friendship
between its "Emergency Organs" and the non-Nazi elements of the old Chur
3,) A "Protestant Couneil in Germany" had therefore been appointed, It
embraced members of both organisations and constituted something like
a provisional churech government,Once again Bishop Wurm was elected
chairman, Niemoeller accepted the goichairmanship of the 12 men council,
The German Protestant,or Evangelical Church has no Americ
counterpart, At the time of the reformation most of Northern Germany
went Lutheran,while Bavaria and the Rhine valley remained Catholie, At
seattered points in Western Germany the followers of the Swiss reformers
Swingly and Calvih established a Protestant Church called the Reformed,
the equivalent of our Presbyterian Church, In 1817 the Luthersn and the
Reformed Churhces united in Prussia for administrative purposes to form
the Evangelieal Chureh, The remainder of Protestant Germany followed
this example in 1922,when the 28 churches of the German lands formed a
loose union,called the German Bvangelieal Church, In July 1933 the
Nazis caused thiﬁ Church to adopt a more centralized constitution,
without,hiwevr,eliminating the differend land churches,I, the following
years the Nazi wing of the Church,led by Reich's Bishop Mueller and
known as the "G;man Christians",took over most high offices,The two
main leaders of the anti-Nazi wing were Bishop "urm,who managed to keep
his position and Martin Niemoeller who failed to do so.Along with the
"Geyman Christimns" the national organisation has now been dissolved,

For the time being the new "Council" is meant to operate in its place,
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Though tHe Hiehjhh delegates devoted much time to legal,constituti
nal and administrative problems,it was evident that with the Treysa
conference the Protestant Chureh in Germany has started 1ta-fight for
rover, 1" this struggle,German youth is the most erucial,if By no means
the only objective,Among the projeets discussed by the conference the
early establishment of a Protestant Press figured prominently, Through=

strengthen the authority of
out the Reich Bvangelical newspapers are to heghrghgighfhrhghghelighihgheh

the khhitkh clergy.

"Our church",Pastor Niemoeller told this repoerter ,"is a
sovereign national institution, As such it will not be restricted to
purely religious matters,but inists on its right to help re-build
the life of the nation, In cooperation with the state - not as its
gervants -« we shall attenpt to lead our people out of the darkness,”

The churchmen convened in a large hospital for Wehrmacht
casualties and the conference room smelled disturbingly of anaesthetics
A nu mber of secret sessions took Place in the absence of any allied
monitor, All open meetings were attended by Major Barl L, Crum,Head of
the Religious Section, G 5 , Usfet, Other American and British observer
dropped in oceasionally,

While most of the gelegates looked distinetly like cler
men,Pastor Niemoeller,wearing his shabby gray suit with a certain Wi
militant elegance,looks like a German naval officer on furlough,

Born 53 years ago as son of a pastor in Lippstadt,Westphalia
he joined the navy at the age of 18 , 4 years before the outbreak of
world war number one,

"As a U boat captain”,he states in his auto-blography
"From the U-Boat to the Pulpit","I was undescribably happy."

Ind dents like the following are quoted to aecount for this happiness,
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Returning to his basis from a mine laying expedition in the Straits of
Keos,the young commander is greeted with " an enormous hurrsh",
"One of our mines",he realtes,"had blovn up the hospitzl ship
BRITTANNIC, & 50 000 tonner and the pride of the British merchant marine,
Our 'swimming eoffin' had at last paid dividends,"

Once,in Octoberl?18, Capitain Niemoeller has a narrov escape,

rather Hitler-1like,

“That day",he writes ,"has left me with the instictive certainty that
a #sk is waiting for me,hy else should God himself have decided to become
my helmsman?"

Theend of the war finds the ecaptain in a desparate mood,
To him the German revolution is "the crime of 1918" and "only the slender
hope that a ecounter revolution mignt soon wash off the disgrace of Novembr
9th"keeps him going, As for the "peace" of Verssailles j,author Niemoeller
never mentions it,exeept between guotation marks,

He hates and despises the Weimar Republie and is unwilling
to serve the new govermment in any espacity, Though he longs to remain a
soldier,he turns down s commission,offered h im bei the Reichswehr,

P8ndering the "task" for which he has been preserved, he thinks of becoming

a teacher,
L]

"But as sueh",he obserres,f would have had to be a servant of the
state,"

According to Niemoeller,who even today warmly recommends the rea~
ding of his puzzling book,the Weimar Republic was devoid of Christianity
and would not mllow Wts teachers properly to teaeh God's word,

"Besides",explains gothine looking Mrs, Niemoeller,white haired
and hendsome in a beeoming black dirndl, "my husband wouldn't have consente
to teach history the defeatist way is was taught under Weimar, As a eclergy-

man he was free,"
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Thile studying theology in the Ruhr ( he aequired a comprehensive
knowledge of Hebro within ten weeks) ,Niemeoller takes up arme Once moTE,
Oon ¥arech 13th 1920,Hitler's forerunners,the "Free Corps",attempt to ovend
throw the Republie and procclaim a new "national government" ,headed
by Herr Kapp, Niemoeller end his friends are jubilant and rush to the
aid of the rebels, Their "student's regiment" consists of three
battalions with 250 men each ,Niemoeller commands the third battallon,
But the German people are not yet ripe for a fscist dictatorship; the
workers go on strike and after a series of armed clashed between "reds"
and "wvhites",the government geins the upperhbhd hand.

"Kapp's enterprise",Niemoeller states regretfully,"was insufficiantly
prepared,”

Shortly afterwards,the government,eager to reconcile the
disgr?ntled students,send a good will emmissary to Niemoeller's universi
tye

"The Ministr of the Interior",writes the latter, "déspatched his
Under Secretary of State, He appeared before a big officinl students'
assembly and asked for confidence for the government, To make his ples
more impressive,he also offered a gif the state DPresented us with a
handsome new sport's field, An anxious minute followed hise annouwement,
The social democrates shouted bravo, The rest of us hissed,boched and
rose to leave, But then our President,Dr, Gerhard Schmid ,took the
floor, 'Many thanks',he said; 'the Herr Under Secretary of State may
rest assured that we shall want to 100k twice at anything coming from He:
Berlin,' The situation was saved, A storm of applause gswept the audito=

rium Maximum, "
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Theology,1it seems,Played but a minor part in student Niemoeller's
life,His main coneern remains with politiezl and military matters,
The year 1921 sees him busily engaged in establishing the notorious
"Orgesch" (Organisation Escherich) ,one of the "black" formations set
up in violation of the Verssallles Treaty for the purpose of heating
nationalistic pecssions and menacing the life of the Republie,Along with
vhat he calls “the more active natures among us former officers", he
also joins the anti-republican "Nationalverband",

He is married now and has troubles of his own,His small herie-
tage has been swallowed by the inXflation,Bven if jobs were less hard to
find,hie manifold aetivities would hardly permit him to work his life
through college,At the right moment hogfwever, = his finaneial plisht
is becoming desparate =a b tter from the "Amrikehilfe" (Ameriez 2id)
rrovi dees the strugeling patriot with several hundred larks, He is
Amrica's enemy,but accepts this gift without any apparent embarrassfment,

On J“ne 29th,1924 his studies are completed and he is npighmn¢
ordained in the Church of Our Savior at Muenater,

L ttle is known about his asetivities during the seven years
that followed, As acting Secretary of the "Innere Mission" (Inner

" institutions

Hission! he founded and supervised a number of publie welfare HhhENikhh
and developed into a2 successful organzier and administrator.,But his
real interest was preaching and he soon quit the "¥ission" to make him -
gelf heard from various provinecial pulpets, In June 1931 he wae eolled
to the Reich's eapital and the Niemoellers - now a family of nine -
moved to Dahlems Berlin,

The sermons he held prior to Hitlr's aseent to pPower have

not been hhbAkl published His book,hovever,shows,that he watched the
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rise of Nazism with glowing hopes, As late as in 1934 he prays that
"the gigantic work of unifieation and elation which has been siarted
among us magaé;hhhhh unshakesble ground =and lasting validity,"

Veither the Reichstag's fire and the blood bath that followed,nor
the godlessness spparent in every Nazi utterance guffice to antagonize
the pastor,As a Christian he cannot but be shocked by the murderous
events of 19233,but as a German militarist he is happy, His gradual
abandonement of "the gigantie work" has a simple reasoms In contrast to
all former German governments,the Hitler regime refws es to recognize
the pover of the church, Nazism interferes with its every activity and
in partiam lar denies to the elrgy any influence on youth, Niemoeller,
longe since a trained propagandist against the state,keeps fighting and
soon turns his fashionable parish into a eenter of spiritual resistance,
Even while his pro-Nazi book goes to #f print,he has his first personal
row with Hitler,

"iein Puehrer", he tells the latter, "I beg you to
understand that 211 I do and say is dietated by my concern b r the
nation,”

"The nation" replies Hitler, "is solely my concern,"”

Goering,too,1is present at the durchmen's gathe ring in the
charges

Riehe's Chaneellery, He hhhhlhkla Niemoellers "Pfarrernotbund® (Pastors'

with
Emrgeney Bund) hl being financed from abbroad, In ¥ain the accuced seeks

to protest,
When the meeting is over,Hitler shakes hand with all those

present,

"I srionszly doubted" Niemoeller told this reporter,”that the
Fuehrer would shake hands with me, I waited anxiously, When he finally
atretched out his,I seizd it with both my hands, ‘lein Fuchrer',I safld,
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there is my word of honoury we have mever regeived as much as one Pfennig
from abroad,' I shall always remember the hhiiphihhhH suspieion and hatred
in his eyes, The date was Jamary 25th,1934,"

Between that day and July first,1937,the day of his arrest,
Pastor Niemoeller delivers 28 major sermons against the government, As
he is hauled off to prison,the Gestapo confiseate all of his manuseripts,
But luekily,one of his followers,a half Jewish girl,has attended ewe v¥
service and taken down every word, Aftrhaving copied the sermons for
"underground" distribution,she escapes to England,The o llection sppears
28 a book in both Britain snd the United States,

Niemeoeller's trial begins in February 1938 and ends onm Karch
2nd,when his sentence - 8 months of wPartress" (hich cdss prison) has
already been served, Legally,the pastor is free, His family and his
admirers have filled his home with flowers and joyfully anticipate his
return,B5ut the Centaspo decide otherwige, Without having embraced his

wife,Niemoeller is taken o Sachsenhsusen, the dreaded concentration ecamp

Oranienburg,
near Rrhhihhbhgh

When war bresks out,Hitler's prisoner offers his services to
the man who jailed him,/Tis offerie not accepted,

Oon July 11th,1941the pastor is moved to Dachau,vhere he
stays until the Ameriecans sprroach and ispirtant internees are evacuated
to the South Tirel, By now Himmler Wak wants him shot; but Niemoeller
gains the support of an army general who saves him Tfrom the Gestapo,
With the arriesl of American troops,his sufferings come to an end,
Oon Jéne 21, he is relecased from the American interrogation camp at
Wiesbaden =nd returns to his family in Leoni at the Bavarian lake

Starneberg, Of his seven children only three are leTt,One of his
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daughters has died of Diphteria,One son was killed in Russia,another has
disappeared in Pslish Urper Silesia and the third is a Soviet prisoner,
The latter has heen heard from,though,

"As soon as my hushand had be~n found" ,says Urs, Niemoeller,
"the Ruesian radis informed us that our boy was safe and well,"

She sounds amazed as she recalls this incident,

The pastor's nwn health has suffered, Although he enjoyed
preferential treatment ( the 200 English books he rend at Dachau are
proof of this) ,eight vears of imprisonment have left their mark, He
looks very thin and onece during the conference he collapsed under a
serious heart attack,He did nit,however ,miss any one session, Will
vower helped him ea rry on,

As he talked to me in the tiny hospital room which he shared
with Mrs, Wiemoeller,hiz brown eyes shone with fiery determination,

"If only",he said,"the Americans would understand,that there is no
parallel bteween their own protestant echurch and ours, In Germany we
have always heen a pover in publie life and we intend to remain just
that,”

Germany's nazification,he maintained,was caused by umenmploy=
ment, So was the high pereentage of psyehpaths among nazi leaders,
Psychopaths were the first to be unerployed and eonsequently the first
to turn nazi, Other o0ld party members,such as Goering,were "political
idealists" .Even so the German PeoPrle must now atone for what they have
done or atoned, As for the part he personally intends to play,the
pastor was non-eommittal, While he plans to visit his old parish,he
does not at present wish to preach either there or anywhere else,

It seems likely that the a-dent patriot hesitates publicly to address

an allied-controlled Germany, Even so he may be counted on te remain
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active,As co-chairman and de facto leader of the "Council" he exercises
considerable influence over the entire protestant clergy and through

them over the majority of his countrymen, The epirit of relentless natioj
nalism thet emanates from him was felt clearly throughout the Treysa
conference, So aggresal ve were some of the speeches held openly that

one wondered what was left to be said in those "secret sessions®,

When Pastor Martin Richter,the only d-legate from

Russian occupied Gemany,made his report,the audience was breathlesd y
quiet, Conditione in Saxony,told Pastor Richter,were heartrending,
This patt of the country had nevr been self sufficiant,but had impor-
ted mueh of its food supplies from Silesia and East Prussia, Now,
nothing but refugees arrived from there, U:fortunately,however,the
food situation was such that the fugitives @ uld not be permitted to
stay, Two million had been sent on in recent weeks, While 1t must be
admitted that the Soviet ncenpation forees refrained surisingly from
interfering with general church activities,they kept seperating the
church from the young, As under the Nazis,political councils were given
pover over the minds of youth, An even sharper note was sounded,when
the pastor referred to "our Sudeten CGerman brothers®, Their tragedy,
he said,was all the more horrible,since the land from which they had
been driven,was "anelent German soil", The Czechs were taking advanatage
of German¥'s pre-ent plight, The evacuees arrived penniless, Whatever
1little they had been pemitted to keep,had been econfiscated by
"so~ealled houndary guards”,

Fastor Richter,though an unforgiving judge of nur Czeeh and
R:usinn allies,mereifully vindicdted all of his own compatrists,
Wiat was needed now,he proecclaimed,nedded sorely in every field of

life,including the politiecal,was not retribution,but love,grace and
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forebearance,

Dr, Mueller,youth pastor of Stuttgart,said nobody ® uld
have dreamed that German youth would ever be so completely lost ¥ to
all things spiritual, That it could become so dull,so enmp ty,s0 godless,
Nezism,he obsrved,had created no values;hence no values were destroyed
by its destruction, While not believing in anything - not even in
Nazism - the young imsisted that "formerly" (under Hitler) all had been
better,Thus dead Nazism proved more dangew usly attractive than live
Nazism had ever been, The Allies ad better recognize this danger and
back up theehurech in its efforts to slavage the souls of German youth,
To charscterize the state of mind of the young,the pa stor quoted
Nietzsche; "He,who has lost what you have lost,will halt nowhere,"

The problem of German re-education is indeed a towering
one and there ia muech that the Protestant chureh might contribute to
{ts solution,But the spirit of Treysa falled to inspire conplete confi-
dence,Many an earnest and moving word was spoken during the conference
and the very estabishment of the "Council" made the venture a success,
But the hero of the day,yesterday's martyr,vallant,stubborn,gifted,
militant,sincere,impassioned and enormously German Wartin Niemoeller,
has never been truly devoted either to the cause of peace or to that of
demoeracy,The second condition to be fulfilled by any new Germen leader

his nation
he seems to have met, His atiractiveness to nkngfienmmgngngniag is beth
logisal and unquestionable,As for prerequisite number one,his acceptabi~-
though thus
1ity to the Allies,no finsl ansver has yet been given,fhnn far he is
free to live,move,talk and act a8 he sees fit - at least among his

fellow Germans, A broadcast he planned to give over the Ameri ean Forces

Network hae recently been canceled and it is doubtful whether he would




13-

be permitted to enter either Britain of the United Setes,
¥oreoever in a speceh which Major M., ¥nopren,Chief Religious Affairs
Brench,U,S, Group Control Couneil,delivered on August 27th to the
¥ilitery Government Conference at Frankfurt,there appears the following
paragrarhy

. We must not forget that the chureh harbours many potential
opponents, Church organisations are granted the privilege of freedom
of assembly for religious purposes snd they afford an execllent eloak
for an underground movement,oo"

Thether or not Major Imsppen's statement embraced Martin
Yicmoeller as one of "many potential ovronents",was everybody's guessy
just as his own hBhhiNiKibhls ambitions remained the pastor's closely
guarded seeret,Three things,hovever,sprear WhlEA rezeonably certaine
1,) Facstor Niemoeller has many followers - many more,it would seem,than
gny other Cerman kmown to be alive and at large,

2,) FPastor Niemoeller bears watching,
7o) Pastor N¥iemoeller is being watched,
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