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RADIO KIST
Sante Barbera . California
Harry Ce. Butcher and 5taff
Balboa bullding
Telephone 3881 . TWX 5 Bar 7389

December 1, 1948

Dear Miss Mann:

I understand that,as a result of your participation
1a the nationwide broadecast of the TUWN MERTING OF THE AIR on
sugust 10,1948,you have veen publiociged by a Oerman newspaper as
a Communist and a part of a Communist FMifth Columpn in the United
3tates,

Undoubtedly the editor of the newsbapor éid not
have access to the text of your comment as recorded from the
broadeast and subsequently published in the bulletin of the Town
Hell known as "Town Meeting" Voluwe 1l4,number 16.

The participants in this debate were you,lr., Dennis
W. Brogen,and myself.%ach of us was requested by the program dirsctor
to submit,in advance,s soript for five minmates of exposition on
our respective positions on the perlin situation,We were ansked then
to meet st 103100 the morning of August 9,1948,1in Stockton where the
debats wus presented before &n audlence of perhaps & thousand peraons
at the suditorium.This progrem was recorded and Proadeast on the
network of the American Brosdecasting Company the following night,
Tuesday, A st 1U,1948,At this meeting,the program director explained
thét in order to hold the attention of the sudience 1t would be
necessary that there be points of disegreement auongst the three
of us end that these should be emphasized,This requ’rement for
showmenship had the effect of plaecing you on the currently unpopular
side of the question but,in re-reading the text of your broadcast
as published,l can see no reason why sny unbiased and ob jective
reporter or editor could possibly label you & Communist,

in fact, I do not so regard you and 1 have known
you sinoe you were a war sorrespondent aceredited to the Buropean
"eater of Operations under Uesneral Elsenhower for whom,as you
know,1 served as naval ald and,for the closing months of the war,
was on specisl assignment to asslst the Public Helations Department
of SHARF,

The requirements of empRasis on points of disagreement
on the program were met by you in & sportsmanlike manner and,sctually,
I felt & bit sorry for you at the time beceuse these requirements
foreed you into an unpopular position. i

1 hoye the avove observations may be of asslatance
to you in yga;ldifrioulE{

L]
rs very sincerely ( Signed: Harry C. Butcher,
WM er-President )
I i -
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ERIEKEA MANN
1560 San Hemo Drive
Pacific falisades, Callf.

December 8, 1948
STATEMENT

Sub ject:

Livellous editorial by Harry Wilde in "ECHO DER WOCHE" (Munieh),
issue of November 12, 1948,

In this editorial, Herr Wilde not only repeats his
libellous allegation that "for all intents and purposes Erika Mann
is a communist agent”, but in an effort to back up this calumny
he also introduces a novel lie. Allegedly quoting from an article
in the MUNTAGS~ECHO (Berlin) of September 20, 1948, he writes:

"eeeshe should have told the American General
(meaning presumebly Captain C. Butcher, owner

and president of Radlo KIST, former Naval Alde

to General Eisenhower, and the only quasi military
participant in the TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR program
on which Mr, Wilde based his libellous frontpage
editorial of October 22nd, 1948) that she collected
her relevant Berlin impressions exclusively from
prominent members of the Berlin SEP (communist
dominated socialist unity party). And to this
extent she is right: on 2 nobleman's estate
(Rittergut) near Potsdam which is Jointly inhabited
by the families PIECK, GROTEWOHL, and PECHNER; in
20 room villas with gardens and hothouses.... one
needs neither food nor protection from the U.3.4A."

Following this alleged quotation, Mr. Wilde, referring
to his first libellous editorial, continues:

"I had asserted oo little. The faet that Erika Mann
has been a guest o eck and Grotewohl - a fact
which had hitherto been unkrown to me - constitutes

a better explanation for her attitude than did the one
i furnllh.d. "

it will be noted that Mr. Wilde presents as a fact what
he has allegedly read without even using the most primitive ]oumn-
listic precaution of a possible mistake in the "news" that he
appears to have received.

I herewith declare,and am ready to declare under oath,
that to the best of my knowledge I have never seen either Mr, Pleck
or Mr. Gwotewohl or Mr. Fechner, all three of whom, I understand, are
leading German communists; that I have not been a guest on any noble-
man's estate near Potsdam; that I have not, after the war, ever been
in Potsdam; and that there is, in short, not one word of truth in
the "intelligence" which Mr., Wilde allegedly derived from the
MONTAGSECHO,
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I might add that, when in Berlin in the summer of
1945, 1 stayed at the American Press Camp in Zehlendorf, and
that, while 1t was my business to see persons of all political
shades, I chanced to interview but one comrunist - the writer
Johennes R. Becher, whom I guestioned on the Soviet sponsored
FREE GEHMAN COMMITTEE (also known as the FAULUS COMMITTEE) which

had aroused my suspicions and againat whose activities I protested
in publie.

In view of Mr. Wilde's new calumny, and as an
Aceredited American War Correspondent, may I repeat my urgent
request that he and his psper be severely reprimanded.

Erika Mann.

Pe Bl bibliothek



ERIEA MANN
1550 San Hemo Drive
Yacifioc ralisades, Calif.

December 8, 1948

STATEMENT

Sub ject:

Libellous editorial by Harry Wilde in "BCHO DER WOCHE" (Muniech),
issue of Hovember 12, 1948,

In this editoriel, Herr Wilde not only repeats his
libellous allegation that "for ell intents and purposes Erika Menn
is a communist agent”, but in an effort to back up this ealumny
he also introduces a novel lie. Allegedly quoting from an article
in the MONTAGS-ECHO (Berlin) of September 20, 1948, he writes:

“sseshe should have told the imerican General
(meaning presumsbly Captain C. Butcher, owner

and president of Radio KIST, former Naval Aide

to General Eisenhower, and the only quasi military
participant in the TOWN MERTING OF THE AIR program
on whioch Mr, Wilde based his libellous frontpage
editorial of Oetober 22nd, 1948) that she collected
her relevant Berlin impressions exclusively from
prominent members of the Berlin SEP (communist
dominated socialist unity party). And to this
extent she is right: on a nobleman's estate
(Rittergut) near Potsdam which 1s Jointly inhabited
by the families PIECK, GROTEWOHL, and FECHNER; 1in
20 room villas with gardens and hothouses.... one
needs neither food nor protection from the U.3.4,"

Following this alleged quotation, Mr, Wilde, referring
to his first libellous editorial, continues:

“1l had ssserted oo little. The fact that Erika Mann
has been a guest o eck and Grotewohl = a faet

which had hitherto been unkrown to me - constitutes

a better explsnation for her attitude than did the one

I furnished.”

It will be noted that My, Wilde presents as a fact what
he has allegedly read without even using the most primitive journa-
listic precaution of a possible mistake in the "news” that he
Gppears to hnave recelived,

i herewith declare,and am ready to declare under oath,
that to the best of my knowledge I have never seen either Mr. Pleck
or Mr. Gepotewohl or Mr. Fechner, all three of whom, I understand, are
leading CGerman communists; that I have not been s guest on any noble-
maen's estate near Fotsdam; that I have not, after the war, ever been
in Potsdam; and that there is, in short, not one word of truth in
the "intelligence" which kr. Wilde allegedly derived from the
MONTAGSECHO,
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1 might add that, when in Berlin in the summer of
1945, I stayed at the smericsn Fress Camp in Zehlendorf, and
that, while it was my business to sees persons of all politieal
shades, I chsnced to interview but one comuunist - the writer
Johannes K. Becher, wnom 1 questioned on the Soviet sponsored
FHEE GEHMAN COMMITTERE (also known as the FAULUS COMMITTEE) which
had aroused my suspicions and againat whose activities I protested
in publie.

In view of Mr. Wilde's new calumny, and as an
Accredited American War Correspondent, may I repeat my urgent
request that he and his paper be severely reprimanded,

s}
bl
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On Qctober 22, 1948, the Munich weekly "Echo der

voche" (Echo of the Veek) carried a frontpage editorial by
Harry "ilde entitled: "VOR ELNEM KIUER NOVERBERPUTSCHT ERIKA
MANN ALS KOMMUSISTIOCHE AGHENTIN - STALINS 5, KOLONNE AM WERK“
(Before a New November Futsch? Commanist Agent Erike Mann,
Stalin'e Pifth Column at Work) This headline calumnizing an
sccredited American war correspondent 1s libcﬂgn. end I shall
sue its author as soon as it can be established whether the
American or the German suthorities in the U.3. zone are in
charge of such matters.

Mr. ¥ilde's plece; the major part of which deals
vith whet he calls the "kommunistische Zersetsung” (communistic
dona;a in the democratic states, follows up,and endeavours to
prove the veracity of jhis headline by

1.) an alleged guotation, the origin of whioh he does
not mention. As quoted by Mr. ¥ilde my utterance runs as
follows: "Wie kenn Amerika Deutsche retten, die sich zur
Demokratie bekennen, wenn wir nicht einmal von irgend einer
Gruppe von Deutschen wissen, dass sle das tatsaechlich tut?

Iech glaube, es gibt gegenwsertig nicht genug Demokraten in
Berlin, die eines Kampfes wert aind.” (Hiow can America save
Germans who belisve in democracy when we don't even know of any
one group of Germans who are actually doing #0?7 I believe that
there are not at preseat enough democrats in Berlin who would

warrant a struggle.)

P ibliochek




Lven the “quotation" itself is partly a forgery,
as will be shown. Ite main falsehood, however, lies in the
fact that it was taken out of its proper context ndwiowtly
A@PEve in such a way as completely to mislead the roader as to
what was actually said.

On August 10, 1948, I appeared sas one of three
speakers on the "America's Town Meeting of the Alr" p DgTan .
The other speakers were Captain Harry Butcher (w% General
iisenhower throughout the Buropean campaign) and Professor Denis
¥. Brogan, (Professor for Political Science at Cambridge University,
ﬁnglan@. Mr. Manchester Boddy scted as Guest Moderator. The
subject was: "What Should We Do in the Berlin Situation?" N}
is generally known, the organigzers of "imerica's Town Weeting
of the Air" are bent on making their programs as dramatic as
possible. Speakers are told to stress those of their viewa that
are likely to clash with the other speaskers’ opianions. Under no
eircumstancee must there be agreement. And since Captain Butcher
vigorously edvocated that the atrongest measures be taken regard-
ing the Berlin situatioa, while Dr. Brogan chose to disagree with
both the Western and the Russimn attitude, it was my part to
analyze and if possible to explain the Soviet performance. I
did so without either defending the Russian blockasde of Berlin
or proposing that we leave the German capital. iy closing state-
ment which summarizes the attitude I took on this particular

occasion and which I guote from the official record published

by the Townhall Ine., readsas follows:
"$hat should we do in the Berlin situation?

We may do one of three things: either get out
of Berlin at the risk of losing a great deal of

PR ibliothek




precious prestige; or make war over Berlin,
plunging the whole world into untold misery,
or atay in Berlin at a reasonable price to
be agreed upon at Moscow. I hope from all
my heart that this third posaibility will
be chosen."

As for the sentences misguoted by Mr. ¥ilde, they

were spoken in answer to a question from the floor, and here

again I quote from the official record:
%’g (from the audience): My question ias to
@9 Mann. Hiss Hm.fg_m_gx_g_m should
the American military foreces resist Hussian
acts of Torce in exder to save (ermans.who.
sccept demooragy and resist communism?

: Well, 1 do not think this guestion
?n gn;ﬁ to arise. How can we save Jermans
who acoept democracy when we do not know of
erowd of Germans who are actually doing

such thing? _I do not think t tg._!hng.
w'll' over ;ﬁrnn, hoaﬁuo I duﬁ ':i.nk erlin

is import
4o lopgriens te ad"}"m‘

to fight over, actually.

It will be noticed that the issue at stake was whether
or not we should go to war in defense of the Berlin democrats,
and that there was no question of whether or not we should
"gave"” those democrats by means short of war. By omitting the

war issue and by replacing the unmistaksble term "to fight over"
by the smbiguous word “struggle” (Kampf), Mr. 7ilde makes it
appear as if I had advocated that we let the Berliners perish
without a struggle. 7To the average resder his "quotation" would
imply that I had recommended the abolition of the airlift as
well as our withdrawal from Berlin.

Another deliberate falesification of his is designed

-
L]

%0 mislead the reader as to my opinions regarding the "better
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4.

Germsne”™ whom he seeks to bies against me. Vhile I said that we
did not know of any growd of German democrats he quotes me #f qg
naving said that we am"nog,%::fi: of gny one group. This I
mention merely to0 shed additional light on ¥r. ¥ilde's methods.
‘hat is important to me is mElRy his nb-l%un denunciation re-
garding communism. Further to show how even on a program which
gave me & definite part to play, I never went sc far as to defend
the Russlan attitude, - though I endeavoured to analyse and %o
explain it, - I encleo#e a number of additional quotations from

the official record:

lisa 3 "] am not favoring our getting out of Berlin now,
when we have actuslly made it imposeible for our-
selves to get out without losing face. I do not
favor that..."

“.ss 1t is aleo impertant to convince the Eussians
that we do not intend to escape making peace at any
and all the time at all cost."

“Is that all right with you, Miss Mann?"

"I agree."

",es I think they (the lussians) are hysterical,
they are ill-mesnnered. They are a very backward
nation. They have horrigd ideas and methods in

many ways. t that they are frightemed and
nervous and frantie, I can understand.”

2.) Mr. ¥ilde's second "bit of evidence" for my
being a "communist agent" end a prominent member of Stalin's
5th column in the United 3tates, consists of a reference he makes
‘el fre Ca€ls " antl o
to an article of mine appeared in the Swiss weekly "Sie
I "™ "
und Exr" {gﬂu and He). According to Mr. Irilh._d‘-'piousen

Germany's east, now occupied by Foland, should prove “"even %o
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ﬂ%ifmhd purpOSES )
the most simple-minded that she 1is communist agent”.

I herewith state that the article in question was

derived from my report on the same sub ject published by
"Colliers® (December 27, 1947) snd entitled: "The Polish Dream”,
end that the trenslstion (from the original English into the
German) as well as the adaptation (the latter consisting mainly
of euta) wae done by the 3Swiss paper, a very fashionable publica-
tion and anything but leftist. Coneerning the alleged tendency
of the article which had previously and deliberately been
misinterpreted by the German press, presumably because 1t failed

e
vigorously to advocate the re @ tverritories in cmmﬂ:im:f

kg idpmmnTy, another German paper "Koelnische Rundschau", Cologne,
writes as follows:

"§hen - some time ago - we sugceeded in getting
hold of the issue of "Colliers” containing the
article which Thomas NMann' 8 daughter, Erika
Mann, wrote on the German Eaast, occupied by
Poland, we publicly stated that Erika Hann
had writtea sbout the precise oppoaite of what
many German newspapers gaid she had. And we
thought it our simple duty %o rectify those
falsehoods in our issus May 25th, 194Beeee.”
(Koslnische iundeehau, July 16, 1948)

Following his fabrication concerning my article,

dr. ¥ilde states:

“ioher Brika Mann ihre Wgisheit ueber die Berliner
Bevoelkerung bezog, ohne pselbst in dieser Stadt
gewenen zu sein, fut anverstaendlich, oder beaser:
nur zu verstaendlich. Ihr Bruder Flanse..« War vor
wenigen ionaten in Berlin sls Gast der kommunieti-
schen Sghriftsteller.”

1

(Whence Erika Mann derived her wisdom regarding

the Berlin population without herself having been
in that city, is hard to understand, or rather, 1%
is only too easily understood. Her brother ElausS...
has been in Berlin a few months ago as guest of the
communist writers."”

ST ibibliothek



Concerning this statement I wish to declare that

on July 3, 1945, 1 accompanied the first American troups enter-
ing Berlin and have since made & painstaking and thoreugh study
of conditions in the German capital. Ny drother, Klaus Mann,
is ready to swear to the following statement quoted here in

part:

".o0o I find 1t advisadble immediately to rootif{.
at least one of his (Harry ¥ilde's) numerous lles,
because this particulsr falsificatien 1is designed
to damage the prestige of the American milit
sutiorities. Wilde writes that I weat to Berl
fas guest of the comaunistlc writers®*. This is
untrue. Aectually, I went to Berlin several mon
a niupnn invita a; by the U.S ; ion Cor

- MpOTraAry LIAp '

The rest of Mr. Wilde's article does not concern
itself with my person or alleged sotivities, except that it

maintains that:

",.. dlese Fuenfte Kolonne des ¥remlin ist deshald
gefashrlicher als die massiven Drohungen eines Wy-
aschineki je, der nur saet, wo die "¥aenner" geackert

h““ .

1]

(Thie Fifth Column of the Eremlin is more dangerous
than the massive threates of a Wyschinskij who merely
sows where the "Maenner® (the German plural of the
word man and in this context meant to mean "M

have plowed.)

In summarizing my complsint ageinst ¥r. ¥ilde
and the "Echo der Woche" whose editor and publisher he is, I

state:
ur. ¥ilde's allegation that I am a communist agent,

and at work in the United States with Stelin‘'s Fifth Column is
utterly and ocutrageously untrue. Hor does this amazing journalis

M b liochel




T

aven attempt to prove his 355:3:33;?1 The two only "proofs”
which he offere consist of 1.) a "quotation™ which ie

a) falsified end b) mieleadingly quoted out of context,

and 2.) of an attack on an article of mine which he has either

not read or deliberately “"misunderstood”. The comment from

the "Koelnische Rundschau" quoted above will substantiate this Catie
contention.

I coneider ¥r. Vilde's calumny to be a grave misuse
of the license granted him by the American Oeccupation Authorities,
and while I shall protect my righte in court, I urgently request
that he and his paper be severely reprimanded.

PP bibliothek



Statement.

On October 22, 1948, the Munich weekly "Echo der
toche" (Echo of the Veek) carried a frontpage editorial by
Harry 7ilde entitled: “YOR EINEM HZUER NOVEMBERPUTGOCOHT ERIKA
BANN ALS KOMMUNISTIOCHSE AGENTIN « STALINS 5. KOLONNE A WERK"
(Before a New November Putsch? Comsunist Agent Erika Nann,
stalin'e Pifth Column at Work) This headline calumnizing an
aceredited American war correspondent is libelous and I shall
sue its suthor as soon as it can be established whether the
American or the German suthorities in the U.S3. zone are in
charge of such matters.

¥r. ¥ilde's plece, the major part of which deals
with whet he calls the "kommunistische Zersetzung" (communistic
decay) in the democrstic states, follows up end endeavours to
prove the veracity of his headline by

1.) an alleged guotation, the origin of which he does
not mention. As quoted by Mr. #Wilde my utterance runs &s
follows: "¥ie kann Amerika Deutsche retten, die sich sur
Demokratie bekennen, wenn wir nicht einmal von irgend einer
Gruppe von Deutschen wissen, dass sie das tatsaechlich tut?
Ich glaube, es gibt gegenwamertig nicht genug Demokraten in
Berlin, die eines Kampfes wert sind." (How can America save
Germans who believe in democracy when we don' t even know of any
one group of Uermana who are aotually doing so? I believe that
there are not at present enough democrats in Berlin who would

warrant a struggle.)

@ibliot;hek ‘



Even the "quotation" iteelf is partly a forgery,
as will be shown. Its main falsehood, however, lies in the
faet that it was taken out of ite proper context and thereby
appears in such & way as completely to mislead the reader as to
what was actually said.

On August 10, 1948, I appeared as one of three
speakers on the "Americs's Town Meeting of the Air" program.

The other speakers were Captain Harry Butcher (A.d.C. to General
tisenhower throughout the European campaign) and Professor Denis
¥. Brogan, Professor for FPolitical Science at Cambridge University,
England. Mr. lianchester Boddy scted as Guest Moderator. The
subject wae: "What Should We Do in the Berlin Situation?" As

is generally known, the organizers of "America's Town Meeting

of the Air" are bent on making their programs as dramatic as
possible. Speakers are told to stress those of their views that
are likely to clash with the other speakers’ oplnions. Under no
circumstances must there be agreement. And sinece Captain Butecher

vigorously advocated that the strongest measures be taken regard-

ing the Berlin situation, while Dr. Brogan chose to disagree with
both the Western and the Russian attitude, it was my part to
analyze and if possible to explain the Soviet performance. I

did so without either defending the Fussian blockade of Berlin
or proposing that we leave the German capital. My closing state-
ment which summariges the attitude I took on this partieulsr

occasion and which I quote from the official record published

by the Townhall Inc., read as follows:
*fhat should we do in the Berlin situation?

e may do one of three things: either get out
of Berlin at the risk of losing & great deal of

7§ .-,,-_;m)ibli_ot_hﬂk_




precious prestige; or make war over Berlin,
plunging the whole world into untold misery,
or stay in Berlin at a reasonable price to
be agreed upon at Koscow. I hope from all
my heart that this third possibility will
be chosen."

As for the sentences misguoted by Mr. Wilde, they
were spoken in answer to a question from the floor, and here
again I quote from the official record:

Man (from the asudience): My gquestion ia %o
g8 ¥ann, WM4iss Mann, at risk of war, should
the imerican military forces resist Russian

acts of force in order to save Germans who
accept democracy and resist communiem?

iiss Iaggx Well, I do not think this guestion
8 g0 to arise. How ¢can we save Germans

who accept democraey when we do not know of

any erowd of Germens who are actually doing

any such thing? I do not think there should

be war over Berlin, becesuse I don't think Berlin
is important to the Western Allies, and I don’¢
think there are enough German democrats in Berlin
to fight over, actually.

It will be noticed that the issue at stake was whether
or not we should go to war in defense of the Berlin democrats,
and that there was no question of whether or not we should
"gave" those democrats by means short of war. By omitting the
war issue and by replacing the unmistakable term "to fight over”
by the ambiguous word "struggle" (Kampf), Mr. VWilde makes it
appear as if I had advocated that we let the Berliners perish
without a struggle. To the average rtidur his "quotation” would
imply that I had recommended the sbolition of the airlift as
well as our withdrawal from Berlin.

Another deliberate falsification of his ia designed

t0 mislead the reader as to my opinions regarding the "better

ok m._ibliothek'



4.

Germans” whom he seeks to bias againat me. "hile I sald that we
did not know of any crowd of German democrats he quotes me of
having sald that we did not know of gny one group. This I
mention merely to shed additional 1light on Mr. Wilde's methods.
vhat is important to me is merely hias libdbelous denunciation re-
garding communism. Purther to show how even on a program which

gave me a definite part to play, I never went so far as to defend

the Russien attitude, -~ though I endeavoured to analyse and to

explain it, - I enclose a number of additional quotations from
the official record:

disa Menn: "I sm not favoring our getting out of Berlin now,
when we heve actually made it impossible for our-
selves to get out without losing face. I do not
favor that..."”

Dre Brogsn: "... it is also important to convince the Eussians
that we do not intend to eseape making peace at any
and all the time at all cost."

ir. Boddy: “Is that all right with you, Kies Mann?"

Hiss Mann: "I agree.”

Miss Mann: "... I think they (the Russians) are hysterieal,
they are ill-mannered. They are a very backward
nation. They have horried ideas and methods in
many ways. 2ut that they are frightemed and
nervous and frantie, I can understand.”

2.) Mr. Wilde's second "bit of evidence" for my
being a "communist agent" snd a prominent member of Stalin's
5th column in the United 3tates, consists of a reference he makes
to an article of mine which appeared in the Swiss weekly "Sie
und Er" (She and He). According to Mr. Wilde, this piece on
Germany' s east, now occupied by Foland, should prove "even to

e hibliothek



the most simple-minded that she is a communist ageat".

I herewith state that the article in question was
derived from my report on the same subject published by
*Colliers" (December 27, 1947) and entitled: “The Polish Dream",
and that the translation (from the original English into the
German) as well as the adaptation (the latter consisting mainly
of cuta) was done by the Swiss peper, a very fashionable publica-
tion and anything but leftist. Conecerning the alleged tendency
of the artiecle which had previously and deliberately bean
misinterpreted by the German press, presumably because it failed
vigorously to advocate the return of the territories in question
to Gemany, another German paper "Koelnische Rundechau", Cologne,
writes as follows:

"When -~ some time ago - we succeeded in getting
hold of the issue of "Colliers" containing the
article which Thomas Kann's daughter, Erika
Mann, wrote on the German East, occupied by
Poland, we publicly stated that Erika Hann
had written ebout the precise opposite of what
many German newspapers said she had. And we
thought it our simple duty to rectify thoae
falsehoods in our issue of May 25th, 1948+se¢."
(Koelnische Rundechau, July 16, 1948)

Following his fabrieation concerning my article,

Mr. ¥ilde statea:

"“joher Erika Mann ihre Weisheit ueber die Berliner
Bevoelkerung bezog, ohne selbst in dieser Stadt
gewesen zu sein, f-t unverstaendlich, oder beaser:
nur su verstaendlich. Ihr Bruder Klaus... war vor
wenigen Monaten in Berlin sls Gast der kommunisti-
schen Sghriftsteller.”

(Whence Erika Mann derived her wisdom regarding

the Berlin population without herself having been
in that eity, is hard to understand, or rather, it
is only too easily understood. Her brother Klgus...
has been in Berlin a few months ago as guest of the
communist writers."
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Concerning this statement I wish to declare that
on July 3, 1945, I accompanied the first American troups enter-
ing Berlin and have since made a painstaking and thorough study
of conditions in the German cepital. My brother, Klaus Mann,
is ready to swear to the following statement quoted here in

part:

".o0 I find it advisable immediately to rectif
at least one of his (fHarry Vilde's) numerous lies,
beceuse this particular falsification is designed
to damage the prestige of the American .111t'rin
guthorities. Wilde writesz that I went to Berl
"as guest of the communistic writere™. This is
untrue. Actualli. I went to Berlin several Ean

on atlon or 3

The rest of Mr. ¥ilde's article does not concern
{itself with my person or alleged activities, except that it

maintains that:

“,.. diese Puenfte Kolonne des Kremlin ist deshald
gefashrlicher als die msssiven Drohungen eines Wy-
lﬂhinlEiJl. der nur saet, wo die "Naenner" geackert
haben.

(Thie Fifth Column of the Kremlin is more dangerous
than the massive threats of a Wyschinskij who merely
sows where the "Maenner" (the German plural of the
word men and in this context meant to mean Manns)

have plowed.)
In summarizing my complaint against Mr. Wilde

and the "Echo der Woche" whose editor and publisher he is, I

state:
Mr. Vilde's allegation that I am & communist agent

and at work in the United States with Stalin's Fifth Column is
utterly and outrageously untrue. Wor does this amazing journmalist
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even attempt to prove his statement. The two only "proofa"
which he offers consist of 1.) a "quotation" which is

a) falsified and b) misleadingly quoted out of context,

and 2.) of an atteck on an article of mine which he has either
not read or deliberstely "misunderstood”. The comment from
the "Koelnische Rundschau" quoted above will substantiate this
contention.

I coneider NMr. Wilde's cslumny to be & grave misuse
of the license granted him by the American Oeccupation Authorities,
@and while I shall protect my rights in court, I urgently request
that he and his paper be @everely reprimanded.
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regarding ¥r. Earry ¥il1de¢'s background

the ba tif for his ca ]

I do not know whether Nr. Wilde haas ever been
2 mecber 0f the German Communist Party, dbut I do know that
for some time he served as secretary to one ¥illy Muenzeaberg,
a communist to the extreme (world revolutionary) left who
eventually zot onto bad terms with the Central Committee
of the party who considered him too radical.

I made Wr. ¥ilde's acqualntance in Zuerich in
the sunmer of 1947 when he came to see my father, Dr. Thounass
Waan, whom he wanted to E::&iin ¥unich and participate in a
Youth Convention sponsored and organiszed by hie paper. It
wasa then that he told me about his past with Muensenberg. It
was also then that I aroused his wrath by firmly advising my
father against the proposed journey. 1 had previously contacted
both the Americun War Depertment and the State Department in
order to dohes those in charge that to my mind a 5&55 éﬁr
my father to Gemmany was highly inadvisable and bound to
embarrass the American occupation authorities. Owing to his
wartime soctivities against the Third Reich, my father has very
aany enemies in Cermany, and I felt that strong protection would
be needed for reasons of security. This in turn I thought
enberrassing to all concerned. My visit to the Yar and Itate

Departments was made with the oconcurrence of my father. In
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discuseing the Munich proposition with Mr. ¥ilde, I once again
atated my motifs for mot wishing my father %o accept an invita-
tion to go to Germany, and while Thomas Mann hardly needed my
advice, it may have been Mr. wilde' s impression that hia

efforts failed on account of my intervention. And since he
hed come equipped with numerous written invitaticens from
prominent German officiaele, he is likely to have considered
his failure s humiliating defeat for which he now meant to
take revenge.




Declaration.

I herewith state - and am prepared to astate under
oath - that in August 1940 (after the fall of France) 1
flew to England upon invitation of the then Minister of
Information, lr. Duff Cooper (mow 3ir Duff Cooper) to work
for the BBC, broadcasting Allied propaganda to Germany
throughout the battle of Sngland. I did this at & time when
the Communiets of all countries still denounced the war
against Germany as an "imperislistic crime" and when nobody
remotely resembling a "fellow traveller" would have dreamed
of endangering his life for the Allied cause.

In subsequent years up to the spring of 1943 I went
on working for the BBC ae well a® the American Office of VWar
Information (then Coordinator of Information). In the spring
of 1943 I became an socredited U.3. war correspondent, covering
the war for "Liberty" magazine. From England I went to the
¥iddle Eaat, covering first the Ninth Airforece, stationed in
Lgypt, and then the Persion Colf Commend. On "D+10" 1 was among
the first Allied women correspondents to land on Omaha Beach and
spent the period between June 16th snd August 24th (when Paris
fell) covering field hospitals, battallion sid stations, ete.
Jubseguently I accompanied the American forces acrosa the
luteh, Belglan and German boundaries, and after the Reilch's
unconditional surrender spent one yesr in occupied Germany.

On April 21, 1947, I received a citation reading as
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follows:

"The War Department expresses ita appreciation
for patriotic service to ERIKA NMANN for out-
standing and conspicuous service as an
aceredited war correspondent serving with our
armed forces in an overscas theater of combat.
?fnﬁhington. DesCs 21 lpril 1947. signed:
Robert P. Patterson, Secretary of War."

I am alse the holder of several citations from the
Us83. Tressury Department expreasing the department's appre-
ciastion for patriotic services repeatedly rendered.

I am a member of the American War Correaspondents’
sssociation. 1 am not and have never been 2 member of any
Communist party or of any of its affiliations. In faet, I
have been repeatedly attacked in the Communist press, the
most prominent of these attacks having been by Ilya Ehrenburg.
The following gquotations from a current lecture of mine will
prove that I am not in sympathy with either American or
iassian Communism.

"kuseia has done and keeps doing much to
aggravate the situation..." "The Soviets

are doing everything in their considerable

power to foster hostile feelings..."

"iecording to our standards, Russia 13 a

very poor and backward country and one that

hes never known the blessings of Jjustice and
liberty for all. Horried and moet unciviliszed
methods have been employed there at all times.
¥henever one of her rulera was frightened, he
sought to out-frighten those whom he feared..."
"By declaring herself a world-revolutionary
power, Russia herself aroused those suspicions
and should have been neither hurt nor surprised
when the world reacted as it did, all the less
8o, since despite her failure snd utter inability
to carry out her world-revolutionary program,
the Soviet Union kept interfering with other
peoples' affeirs by backing and finanding the
compuniet psrties which soon commenced to plague
every nation under the sun, serving as a continuous
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reminder of Hussia's ultimate goals. Even s0,

the oV 11 Hussian performance between the

two uorfd wars hardly justified the "ﬁl%

British foreign policy during that period o

time, and while that policy does not justifty,

it certainly explains some of the ugliness of

the present Soviet behaviour....."

"Let us — in Germany, in Ipndia and China, in

Africa and the Middle East stesl the Soviet show

by siding with the people and sponsoring a

measure of economic ss well as political democracy...."
"] am and have always been utterly opposed to the
policies practiced by the various communist parties.
I don't believe American party members to be reliable
imerican citizens. As long as American interests
coincide with those of the Soviet Union, the
communists will be loyal. As soon as American
i{nterests clash with those of the Soviet Union,

the communists will obey orders received from
“oscow. 1 should rather say they w obey,

for as far has been observed, the Kremlin rarely
bothers to instruct its foreign admirers. Quilte
often American communistes will do a certain thing
only to find out considerably later that Ruassia
would not have wanted them to do it. Then they

will turn around - but gquickly, and follow what

they now understand to be the party lines.."

"liad there been any doubt in my mind as for the

lack of relisbility on the part of the communists,
it would have been dissolved by the comrades’
performance during the all-decisive battle of
lLondon. There and then, while covering the eir-
reid shelters, I watched their potentially
disastrously dangerous activities. ¥hile by and
large the people of London behaved as admirably as
possible, the communists tried to convince their
fellow-sufferers that ours was & senseless capitalistic
war, that we mustn't stend for it and that we should
immed iately demand peace at any price."

P ibibliothek



Declaration.

I herewith state - and am prepared to stete under
oath - that in sugust 1940 (after the fall of France) 1
flew to England upon invitaution of the then Minister of
Information, Wr. Duff Cooper (now Sir Duff Cooper) teo work
for the BBC, broadcoasting Allied propagenda to Germany
throughout the battle of =ngland. I did this at a time when
the Communists of all coumtries atill denounced the war
against Germany as an "imperialiastie crime™ and when nobody
remotely resembling a "fellow traveller” would have dreamed
of endangering hia life for the Allied cause.

In subsequent years up to the spring of 1943 I went
on working for the BBC as well as the imerican O0ffice of Var
Information (then Coordinator of Information). In the spring
of 1943 I becsme an aoeredited U.3. war correspondeant, covering
the war for "Liberty" magazine. From England I went to the
¥iddle East, oovering first the linth Airforece, stationed in
Sgypty and then the Fersiqn G#if Command. On "D+10" I was mmong
the first Allied women correspondents to land on Omahe Beach and
spent the period between June §6th and August 24th (when Paris
fell) covering field hospitals, battallion sid atations, ete.
Subseguently I accompanied the American forcea across the
Dutch, Belgian snd German boundaries, and after the Reloh's
unconditionsl surrender spent one year in occupied Germany.

on April 21, 1947, I received a citation resding as
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follows:

"The ¥ar Department expresees its appreciation
for patriotic service to ERIKA MANN for out-
standing and conspicuous service as an
acoredited war correspendent serving with our
armed forces in an overseas theater of combat.
VYashington, D.Ce 21 April 1947. signed:
Hobert )« Patterson, Seoretary of War."

I am alao the holder of several citationa from the
Us8. Treasury Department expressing the department’s appre-
ciation for patriotic services repeatedly rendered.

I am a member of the American War Correspondents’
Associstion. | em not and have never been a member of any
Communist party or of any of its affiliations. In faect, I
have been repeatedly attacked in the Communist press, the
most promineat of these attacks having been by Ilya Ehrenburg.
The following quotations from a current lecture of mine will
prove that I am not in aympathy with either American or
Hassian Communiem.

"fuseia has done and keeps doing much to
aggravate the aituation...” “The Soviets

are doing everything in their considerabdle

power to foater hostile feelings..."

*According to our standards, Russia 13 a

very poor and beckward country and one that

has never known the blessings of Justice and
l1ibverty for all. Horrigd and most unciviliszed
methods have been employed there at all times.
Whenever one of her rulers was frightened, he
sought to out-frighten those whom he feared..."
"By declaring herself a world-revolutionary
power, Russia herself aroused those suspicions
and should have been neither hurt nor surprised
when the world reacted as it did, all the less
@0, oince despite her failure and utter inability
to carry out her world-revolutionary program,
the Soviet Union kept interfering with other
peoples’ affasirs by backing and finanving the
communist parties which soon commenced to plague
every nation under the sun, serving a&s a continuous



reninder of Kussia'se ultimate goals. ZEven so,

the ovgfiull Hussian performance between the

two wor wars hardly Jjustified the m;r—;}}
British foreign policy during that period o

time, and while that policy does not juastify,

it certainly explains some of the ugliness of

the present Soviet behaviour.,e.."

"Let us - in Germany, in India and China, in

Africa and the Middle Bast steal the Soviet show

by eiding with the people and sponsoring a

measure of economic as well as political demoeracy...."
*] am and have always been utterly oppoaed to the
policies practiced by the various communist parties.
I don't believe American party members to be reliable
Ameriocan citizens. As long as American interesats
coincide with those of the Soviet Union, the
communists will be loyal. As soon as American
interests clash with those of the Soviet Union,

the communists will obey orders received from
Woscow. I ould rather say they w obey,

for as farAhas been obssrved, the Kremlin rarely
bothers to instruct its foreign admirers. Quite
often American communists will do a eertaln thing
only to find out considerably later thet Russia
would not have wanted them to do it. Then they

will turn around - but quiekly, and follow what
they now understand to be the party line..."

"ilad there been any doubt in my mind as for the
lack of relisbility on the part of the communiasts,
it would have been dissolved by the comrades’
performance during the all-decisive battle of
London. There snd then, while covering the air-
reid shelters, I watched their potentially
disastrously dangerous sctivities. While by and
large the people of London behaved as admirably as
possible, the communists tried to convince their
fellow-sufferers that ours was & senseless capitalistie
war, that we mustn't stand for it and that we should
immed lately demand peace at sny price.”
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WHO'S WHERE?

The AWCA 1s enxlous to locate the followlng ex-war correcpondents and would appreclate the help
of anyone knowling the present address of:

FARNSWORTH FOWLE, formerly of CBS, lew York
BENJAMIN W. ROSCOE, formerly of Seattle, “Wash.

¥ k % % ¥ ¥ k %

LICENSE TO LYBEL?

May an smerican licensed German paper calumnize an accredited American War Correspondent with
impunity?

Evidence has been presented to the Executive Committee of AWCA by iMlss Erika ’ann In support of
her clalm that she was libelled by & German languege newspaper published in Munich under an American
license., 1ilss Mann, daughter of Thomas Mann and & member of AWCA, 1 bringing sult sgainst Fcho der
Foche and its publlisher-editor for two lilbelous editorials accusing her of being "a communist agent
at work In the United States with Stalin's Fifth Column®. The editorlals, Mlss Mann says, contain
®"falsehoods®, "forgery", and "deliberate falsification designed to mislead the reader®,

The editorlals In question are based on a radlo broadcast of "imerica’s Touwn Neeting of the Air”
in which Miss Mann participated wlith Capt. Harry Butcher, former Naval Alde to Gen. Elsenhower (now
Owner and Presldent of station KIST, Santa Barbara, Calif.), and Dr. Denis W. Brogan, Frofesscr for
Political Sclence at Cambridge University, England, The sub)ect was; What Should We Do in the
Berlin Situation?

Captain Butcher, in a letter to Mlss Mann, comes to her defense: "...1n re-reading the text of
your broadcast as published I can see no reason why any unblased and objeective reporter or editor could
possibly label you a Communist, "

The Assoclation has sent a letter of protest to lr. Arthur Eggleston, Chlef of Press Branch,
Information Control Division, OMOUS in Germany, and at the next meeting of its Executive Committee will
decide what further steps to take.

%k k & % Kk K Kk ok

LAST CALL

All interested members who hiave not as yet contacted Burnet Hershey at club headquarters about
Joining the navy=-spronsored visit to the Naval Alr Training Command at Fensacola, Fla. next month are
reminded to do 50 at once.

Facllitles have been arranged by Hershey and Lieut. Comm. H.E. Patterson, USNHR, to handle a limited
number of AWCAers, especlally those who write on aviation subjects, In covering this story of a great
training program.

¥ % %k k %k *x k %

"BERLEX DIARY"™ 1945-43

JOHN DORED, Paramount News Correspondent wilth headquarters In bBerlin, sends the BULLETIN an on=
the-spot report from his Unter-den Linden foxhole:

We here in Berlin are 1livinz 1n something like a big concentration camp. 2-1/2
million persons strong, but the spirit is high. The Sovlet occupation guys are
tightening the ring around us (the three west sectors) systemetically more and
more and there must come a day when the whole thing will reach a bursting point.

In the meantime, the roar of motors of our Alr Lift craft flying the 1ife blood into

- -
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L*AFFAIRE "MANN BITES DOC*

ERIKA 1AM informs us that the Information Services Division of the U.S5. Office of Military
Government has outlined to her the "protective devices and court action" open to her in her case
aFainst Echo der Woche, Thls more or less confirmed the opinion we had given Miss Mann as obtalned
from our Counsel, It seems Echo der Woche was Investigated recently: a six months' study was made
of that periodical witl: the result that 1ts publisher Doktor Schulgze-Wilde was "cautioned ageinst

jumping at conclusions,® since the record showed he had published "many articles on assumptions®
instead of facts.

At this juncture liiss Mann 1s declding which course, of the several open to her, she wlll pursue,
Naturally, the AWCA will continue 1ts sympathetlc interest In the case of 1ts charming member.
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minor figure™ except vi

Erika Mann
1550 San Hemo Drive

Paeclfic Palisades, Calif,

Janua

Mr. Burnet Hershey
Chalrman Exea tive Comm
American War Correspond
15 West B4th Street
New York 17, N.XY.

Dear Mr. Hershey:

Thank
December 1lth which I f
there was no definite n
which the American auth

ry 19, 1949

ittee
entas' Assoclation

you for your encouraging letter of
alled to snswer until now because

ews from Germany concerning the action
orities proposed to take.

Enclosed please find copy of a letter from
Mr. Norman A, Barnes, Assistant Chief, Information Services
Division, Nuernberg, While this communication sounds fairly

satisfactory, the plann
Branch, and his confers
actually taken place.

ed visit by the Chief, Fubliecations
nee with Herr Schulge-%ilde has not
instead, a very minor figure, Nr. Traves,

second, third, or fourth in command in Munich, has spoken to
what he calls "Harry™ (Mr. Wilde's first name being something

of the sort) with the =

ole result thaet Mr, Wilde wrote and

published his second libelous editorisl (which you received

along with the first, Wt whifs I had sent)ts Wusrn 8Trg as| L4 &

soon as it had come to my attention. I have Just written once

more to Mr, Barnes and

May I
about this whole dirty

enclose copy of that letter as well.

say agaln that I feel very atrongly
affair and theat I shsll be all the mors

grateful for whatever you may be able to do. HNot only, as you

M} agree, does this o
TO LIBELT™ and 1s conse
particuler colotring mak
the scting erook should

will
the Executive Committee

Needless to say 1

=

a powe‘!'

age touch upon the basic question "LICENS
quently important to all of us; its

es 1t imperative to me personally that

be made to eat his revolting mmmxf hat.

you let me hear from you as soon as
hes decided on further moves?

Yours very cordially

he conadlers

Erika Mann.

a v

tte, 8

E

a L ve
souldn't refer to lir. §3avidess hohim:elfr§“1t“
savis you . Probebly

o
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