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Treysa near larburg Septembey irst,

The national convention held here by seventy prominent protestant
churchmen with Bishop Dr. Theophil Wurm of Stuttgart and Pastor Dr,
Kartin Niemoeller hirhi Presiding,ended yesterday ,After Tive days of
deliberation the "Chureh Leaders? Conference®™ agreed on the establishmeskt
of a "Protestant Council in Germany", Of the @ouneil's 12 hkiabhEh
memberd - 6 are lutherans, 4 Unitarians and 2 Reformed Protestants,
The assemblee stated that 1,) it was inpossible to restore the
“Constitution of the Protestant Chureh® of July 11lth 1933,becauseyon
the whole,its institutions were irreparably compromised, 2,) It was
impossible to recognize Pastor Niemoeller's f'antiaﬁuzi-“Wexcnatniskirmr‘
(Conufessing Chureh) as the only legitimate body,begause of the growing
unity betwem the glastor's "emergency organs® and the non-lazl elements
of the old Church, The newly founded "Couneil® embraces members of both
organisations and constitutes something like a provisional church
government,
legal,

While the delegates devoted mmeh time ToYconstitutional
and administrative questions,it was evident that with the Treysa Con-
ference the protestant churech in Germany has started its Tight for
Pover,l,y this struggle German youth is the most crueial ,if not the
only objeective,

The churchmen econvened in a large hospital for Wehrmacht casuale

ties and the conference room smelled disturbingly of anasesihetigs,

Except for this reporter the Allied Press was not represented,

When Pastor J3‘.‘2;1'1::'111 Rjehter - the only delegate from

Russian oecupied Germany - made his rerort,the audience was breathlessly

quiet, Conditions in Saxony,said Pastor Richter,were heartrending,
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Mmis part of the country had never been self sufficiant,but had imported
mach of its Tood supplies from BA Silesia and East Prussia, Jow nothing
put refugees arrived from there, Unfortunately,howeve r,the food situation
wes such that the fugitives eould not be permitted to stay, Two Killion
had been sent om in recent weeks,While it must be admitted that the Soviet
ocoupation forees refrained from interfering with general church asctivi-

ties,they did not allow the church %o exercise any organized infence

on youth, As under the Nazlis,the minde of youth were being molded by

loeal Political coumeils, But the edueational rights of the ehurech had
been recognizd at Potadam and the cﬁurch vas determined to fight fer
its rights,

A sharply politieal note was sounded vhen the pastor referred
to "our Sudeten German brothers®, Their plight,he said,vas all the more
deplorable,since the land {rom whieh they had been driven,was ancient
Ggmhn s0il,The Evacuees srrived penniless, WVhatever 1ittle the Czechs
hnd let them keep,had been confiseated by "so-called boundary guards”,

Dr, kueller, youth pastor of Stuttgart,said nobedy could
hove dresmed that German youth would ever be 80 completely lost to all
things spiritualj that 1t ecouldd begome so dull,so empty,so godless,
Vazism,he said,ereated no values; hence no values were destroyed by
its destruction, While not believing in anything - not even in Vazism -
the young insisted that "formerly" (und® Hitler) all had been better,
Thus dead Nasism pProved moTre dangerously attractive than live Nazism had
ever been, The Allies had better recognize this danger and back up -the
church in its efforts to salvage the souls of youth, To &1 aracterisze the
present state of mind of the young,the pasior gquoted .1ctzscheg
"He who has lost what you have lost,will halt nowhere,"

The German nation as a wholey,he stated,had taken to desparate

the general
pleasure seeking, Even elermmen had been drawn into paroxism A ye?l

of mourning ought to be proecclaimed by the Couneil, Church members Ehhh'
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The gathering's outstanding personality and guiding spirit,though only

its co-chairman, was Pastor Lartin Niemoeller, After eight years spent
in Nezi prisons and concentration camps,Niemoeller wa:s released from

the American interrogation center near .irgnnden on Jyne 21rst, He has
not returned to his community at '.36‘:'1;ﬂ-3‘-:'.‘.'1-‘3":!,.31" lives at present

in Leoni at the Bavarian Lake Starenberg,

While most of his eollegues looked distimetly like elergymen, Niemoeller
wearing his shabby gray suit with a eertain militant eleganee,looks like

i

a German naval offieer on furlough,Born 53 years ango as son of a pastor
in Lippstadt,Westphaliahe joined the Navy at the age of 18,Tour years
before the outbreak of world war number one, During the war the young
U boat Captain discovered his talent Tor leadership,a talemt,which,
o
after the war,had to be led 4% other chamels,
"I thought of beeoming a teacher;™ he told this reporterxy

"but as such I would have # had to be a servant of the state,"

Aceosrding to Niemoelley the Weimar Republie was devold eof

L4

Christianity and would not permit ites servanis properly to teach God's

word,
" Yor *
"R ,said gotnic looking krs, Hiemoeller,white-haired and hand-
"would zband have

some in a becoming blaek Dirndl,
DEFEATIST
teach history theVwny it was taught in the early years of Weimar,

As a clergyman he was free ihhibhik *

Thile studying theology in the Ruhir ( he asquired a comprehensive
knowledge of Hebro within ten weeks},ﬂicmaellvr took up arms onge more,
Along with other students he volonteerd to quell the revolutionary
upheavals of March 1920,

Though doubtlessly an ardent churchman,the young miniaster was
and remained at lecust as ardrmt & S?rﬂan.Fiﬁ opposition to the Nazi
regime was inspired no Je ss by E;fié;gggatio then by christian skrhhlhh

sentiments, Thus when Hitler had plunged the world into war,Niemoellery
=] L ]
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then at Drani@burg concentration caﬂpj}ffcred his servieces to the
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nazification,he maintains,was caused by unemployment, So
the high perecentage of psyehopaths among Nazi leaders, Psychopaths

were thi irst to be unenployed and eonsequently the first to turn
¥agi, Other old party members,such as Goering,vere *politienl idealists®,
MULST

Even so the terman people Eds%& now atone ToTr what they have done oY

condoned,
o EREAN
Pastor Niemoeller is enormously Crien - a Lutheran to boot,

-

Like his great master he joins the Aiverating spirit of the true

revelutionary,with the anti-humeniststs reactionary nationzlism
_eourageons
iut-lliﬁ~nL,hhhnﬁnhﬁﬁh and determined,His he=lth has suffereds

ne
regently had a heart attack andYlooks very thin But faith

2111 help him earry on, His influence on his countrymen m:

conside able,
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