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ladies and gentlemen,
Before going into my report proper, I should
like to tekl you about two experiences I've had on my regent trip
to Buropey, The two are outstanding in that one constitutes my best,
my nicestt,momé cheerful and most encouraging memory,whereas the
otherts dreadfulness will never cease to haunt me in my dreams, 1 dare
say that nothing I saw and went through during the war - anu I saw and
went through & lot - came anywhere near the accumulated horror embraced
by this second experienca._ﬁgfapite their utter disparity,hwwever,the
two ave one important feature in commom; they are both~ each in its
own way = admirably suited to help promote a elearer understanding
6f the European scene,as well as of some of the challenges that
confront us today,
1t was by chance that I heard of the Kinderdorf Pestalozzi,
-:r—';“r‘ international childrent's village which had come into being at
Trogen,Switzerland and which was appropriately christened after the
great Swhkss 19th centruy paedagogoe and wr«ter Heinrich restalozzi
e wAmRnAnAnEOARAZAGNS hp PoaDRARTGAL rafolutianinrm:;i: iss education
J‘ykwhnﬁe influenmaohcu far beyond the boundaries of his tin;,r country,
just a8 his humanity was all=-embraecing andunwilling to stop at natiomal,
racial,religious,or social hhhhAhhhhhlh frontiers,
H-gh up in the mountains above St, Gall in the Canton of
Appenzell the Kinderdorf looks as if it had been ceeated along with
the landscapegslts wodden peasants' houses sean to belong with the trees
and the grass and the myriades of alipine flowers that grow here
and hihhbh ohild;eh:.w too,appear to be part of the enchanted whole,
@4 woe 105 A fasimds 2f Blquare "oty Youepq,,
TheyZ =mr war orphans,brought here,not for a few weeks holidays,
but to grow up in :E:..lo'rely and wholesome surroundings where,it is
Al

hoped, they will eventuall,y ‘Teover from the unspeakabale that lies

Vil ep, /g

behind themg A few :I.uga donations and countless small contributions
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ﬂ.j“‘d«“‘-& ;
from Mr, and Mrs Swiss hagenbnhfbnkhbnimihbhghn financed the building

which was carried out,largelay, by hundreds of Swiss volonteers and
scorees of volunatry helpers from all parts of kurope, By selling
Kinderdorf pins aha f;a:il CityEH and townH of their country the
children of Switzerland,too, hhhbhhhhhba heiped set up the village
has been living thus far

which hbbbh on the continuedgenerosity of the Swiss people

Apart from wanting to rescue at least some of the child victim
of this war,the initiators and Sponsors of the Kinderdorf persued at
twowolf purpose; 1,) the children - about 400 ,some 120 of whom have
arrived up to now,are to be brought up in an atmosphere of demooratic
freedom and tolerance and international ecooperation, While verything is
being done not to alienate the youngsters from the lands of their
origin,they will learn to understand,like,and get along with, each other
regaxdless of nationality so that when their time has come to go home,
they will return as responsbile citiziens of their own respective natiog

They
as well as of this ome world of ourseBhibh will not,of course, be hhhhjgh

strong enough in numbers to exercise mich of a beneficid influence over
dnbmely ard Liy peds

(24 é—‘-{.«et Mr)‘%/
theirféampatriota. But the eduucational advantages they anjnﬂfihqj langm

{ [ e P
they 1aa:ﬁdand the Jmowledge of other nations they acquiréimay)hnabln

tmnmﬂﬁhﬂmmmw 8ay =~ to JhRhhRhRhAR embark

""I
ffon dipdomatic carieers or Join the foreign miniatrigs of their gountries
‘-"413 het”?
thnhiiihthnhallinhlh:hnlnlhhthnanhnhnhnhninhnh and;halp Promote a
fpmel %

benm%ﬂng between their own governments and others,

Lven s0,the Kinderdorf's sposonrs are Quick to admit hhhhk that ahhkhhk
their second or rather third obj eetive &
bhlhbbikbhbe is rethér more important;

they wish to set an example, Even one Successful experiemtn such as the

~ 1 %M%@-
of similarx eﬂt:§§iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf§fboth in Switzerland and elsewhere the total
human output of which mighs eventually grow into a real force
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entire Swiss people ,but also the curiesity and interest of educators,
intellectuals and humanitarians the world over,many of whom,having
eek ; Sro-pn idea
visited the placey,glaldly agreed to Bhkkhhk the Kinderdorf hikhhbh
Lo LU AL e likely
spohnknbdimEninkohnbnhn  which, they felt,wds as hhhkhhkhg ad any
.to assist in the preservation of peace, ;

Of the twenty for houses whieh will eventually form the
village, 5 have thus far been completed, They are at present inhabited
by Frpnah,Pulish,Anstrian,Eangarian and German childrem and their
teachers, While ach national contingent occupies its own house or
houses  hhhhkh vwhere it speaks its own language and is being taught
by ite own teachers, all unite when it comes to sport,music,art, or any
other activity which doesn't necessitate a common language, lieals are bej
being served "at home" but " "guests" are always welcome and more of tem
than notyeatilers of three of more nationalities will sit down at one
table, Thus,after a few months,most of the children ok \fm ean
express themselves in at least a couple of idioms, Emen 80 ,however,

kts is planned to introduce one Kinderdorf language binding to all,
5 o 3 g ai—
Because of its relative simpliei nsyoranto—nr~b;3izough¢ bes t, ahkhhijh

bl 7 LA Eess _1'..1,._&_,& Aot )/ 2 A,
BaBhdhh with english as a second and by me means improbable choice,
intricate SEEENRNEE
The teachers at Trogen are faced with an uncommnly bhnpnhhihbhl
tas
xik Ahnaghih shwaneninhn

1h 6l h pimh aboh ph el habih ahuk php i o A sy st ihnnkRgnAsn;E Ab kel AapawAn
xhengh ghagnhzknkal Rah jileeaehyin agh wl ahphnk tkbh oy GhnaahnEheaknhng  Though
nfkAnhahnkn bilehahahihihnbhenvilahghpnhshadi on the whole the physieal

damage done to the small ones is relatively quickly repaired, the
mental
hinhbak agonies they suffered linger on and make these # ehildren

& somewhat unbalanced and strangely unpredictible lot, .Take Stanislaw,
heroically feolhardy

for instance, the 1l year old pole, who lived through the Warsaw insurral

of sugust 1944,1I, the course of the punitive actions that followed the

illfated revoltyStanislaw was shot by the Germans,together with his

3 slous
parents and Pis babyvrother taggliosThe family were dead and Stani
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injured
appeared to be dead, Badly hohhfifh he crawled away as soon as the
Ut - FEPE
German#t backs were turned,Partisans bandeged his wounds and whenever

they could manage,which wasn't often, lokked after aim till the end

of the wareEver Since that day in August 44 he'd been Li:riagb in the
ruins of Warsaw or in the fhphhth Ppartisan's woody hideouts,But he
could nmot furget; even now he can't forget; while at times he acts

lkike a perfectly normal child of 11 ,playful and given %o happy
tregically experiencedman
pranks,at others he is silent,grim and unapproachable,hbkk & hihAhhbi
fearful § e Lo
Bhhithkith whose hihphh memoriés. stand for ever bieween him and the

rest of humanity, He screams in his sleep, the bulets he stopped with
yire (R
his thin little body Mhurt less tham his mother's brains that s N,
w
blovn out and into his face,as he stood there aiting for deathy like
his friend and contemporrary Tadek, Stanislaw is a "black kole"
considered worthy to be
which means that he has dark haip and was not therfore taken to Germany
whea tever
to be nordified,Germanized or hhal the abandoned ones galled it,
Tadek is happier than Stanislaw, lhhhih He, too Ahwhihiimbonihbihes comes
Loy 2oz Le
from Warsaw whereyhe ’stt a3~ that was dear to him,is family,his home,

At
bkl most of his friends, hhhhhbhihithAhhihh but he's found a way te
. i B

o R b

unburden himaztlf wi thout tqf;ag % others whioh he,like the rest of
Setsens
the children;afé loath to do: he paints, his pictures that have beem
1..?4»4'7
shown at exhibitions where they €arned hhhbhalmost incredulous prdise
ShOWR Ll wnt e
ahhk what he's seen ,they are one and all portraits of hie life,
HEHE No Dhhbhhbhhhihk more shocking sight can be imagined =~ Warsaw
in flames, Flish women dragged through the hihhh brurning streets by
Germen tanks,two S5 men,shoéting a child oorpses littering the ground
b T T W P

and swastikad/ planes overhead,like carrion =vultures ci@;ﬂli/ng over
their preyeTadek paints in silence and fails to answer when he is
talked to, Wholly dedicated to his obsessed doings,he seems to see
nothing and nobedy but the scenes in his mind and heart, Bui when,

af ter an hour or two he throws awey his brush and migles with the
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rest of the children, he is one of the gayest - & bold and clever
skier an adroit and imaginative craftemen , & merrily pugnacious
boy of 11 whose other and darker self one must have met to believe
in its existence,

The French,too, = they come from Touon and karsseille where
"it" was particularly bad - have been through more than any child
should ever have to faece ?:want to be treated with utter care,
While they and the Pgles find it easy enough to like and understaand

Derefurpeny

each other,the arrival of the German and even of the Austriang posed
an almost insoluble problem to the grownups,

"When I first told the children", I was informed by khh one
of the Polish teachers; a young,hagzard m’cﬁer partisan,who however
had been a teacher before the war ,~ they went out of their minds witk
fear and fury, Some of them prepared to flee, Others refused to be
talked tC or to appear for their lesssons but clung together in
hostile huddles,excitedly discussing the battles to come, I am nob

*as you may well imagine

" aa.d the teacher -~ myself a friend of the Germans ©but their children
at least are imncocent and if we are to have peace,we must hAhhhhhhhikh
shaknknkphgimimbph treat them like the decent humen beings which
we went them to become lest they develop any number of inferiroty and
persecution compglexes which m;ua?;m them one day +to turn against
the world that
bhbbbhithh wronged themg"

% For weeks now,"

g the teacher told me, he'd Nkhhh eystematically
paved the way for the young Nazis,The little Poles hadbeen shown
photos of wrecked cities,both P olish and German, of homesless and
stafving ehildren both Polish and German, of weeping momen, mothers,
sisters and brides,both Polish and German and they were told thst
padnhbbninik there was simply

ol
ne point in hating % fighting those who like themselves had lost

all that was dea to them, "I worked very hard" said the teachex,s~
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and a few days ago my children came and asked for permission to

clean what we call the German ho use and to get it ready for the
have n't come
hAbbbhhhbf the Germans! arri?al. Well they hhbhhhkhhhkh yet znd

EhAhhhhhkihhis once they are here ,’irou'ble may yet bl unavoidable,
Ne' €€ M o len J2 p{-:-"-‘}liL

I've done my best and if you'll forgive my saying se,I found it
re_arding

tough go hbbhbhhphihhbhhkbphbiihho the children, hhhhhihh and even

regarding myselly

o ot
I could go oné for heurs telling you about the Kinderdorf, its

rpoblems and worries, its hopes and actul achievements, The history
they tech Aere in all clas es and hhbhhpbhh tongues ist "denationslized
oy WHJ{_ hai,, #Fwd 5 Laga

history" meent—to—p: ~students with a true picaz e qf man‘s
ALt H*‘M g MG st S f?a-ar LoV

ppst rather than with 'a gloyyfied awqount of nafiional exploits.

Those at the Kinderdorf are modest, "We do not" they say"dlakikmnnnman’s

hbanbehehpiharhnimhehpbofiabgh "expect to serve as anything like a

But

model, Others may learn from cur mistakes and failures as well as from

our successes and little triumphs, In Italy plans have been drawn up for

the establishment of a Kinderdorfgin France,too, mhapnhnpabhb they'd

like to have at least one village des enfants, The idea is alive and

a8 time goes by iy bmad Ar
its realisation at Trogen will W strengthen and broaden
its impaecty"

I was & happy day that I spent at the Kinderdorf,
Ot s diping ot ae?t oliaghbesn s Lot
mmnmnhﬂhmmmmmm Here at last was a binding

promise and a promising atart’ Bomething that you could say "yes" to
7 AR
without any "buts" add “weiteand-sees™ something to be liked and admiré

—mejor-
and=- yes to be believed inm ~ if not as a AhbhhRuEhihbhbikhniokrk factor

oL
Y24 in the fight for peace,at leat as hhh courageous step in the
right direction,




