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BEETNEEN BITLER ATD RKUESIOLINI .

The Memoilrs of Price Starhemberg.

(Harper & Brothers,New Yorke Octe 15the § 3 )

Reviewed by
Erika Mann

There is nothipng wrong with Ernst Ruediger Prince Starhemberg.

L‘f"
He is a plain&downriéﬁt honesti—to-geed Fascist,and that 1s that.
QF coursafii would have been difficult for a man with his

Cvem LoV e0vplps i-*n HHHHHHH
record to hide the fact of his fasclst paste. But \E#? HEHHRHEHAE

’T“ﬁt_@v;kaj Ceezmty
his\Hemoirg don t betray ¢htsri the falntest change of MHEHE“H{Yiude

vIhere is not ad@ much as one prqdemocratic

panti-fascist line in his whole,poorly written bookeIn faect the
frankness with which Ernst Ruediger presents himself as an active
militant arch enemy of Dgmocracy is almost gratifying. Not quite,
thougheFor,obviously,he thinks very little of our pride,our
faith in our own cauge,our sense of self preservation,our
fighting aﬁlrit.Or else he lives under the niscddprehension that
Fasclism 1s something well beloved and esteemed with tﬁifﬂnited
Nations, something indeed,we are xaddass filghting fof?é;a;r;éainst.
Unfortunately,his American publishers haven't done a thing to
straighten matters out f;;‘t;;i; befuddlad.%ggﬂkf. In thelr
introductory note to the "aemoirs" they report that "After the
first world war Prince Starhemberg was a member of the German
Free Corps,those 1llegal military organisatlons which were resg-
ponsible for many political assassinations.In 1923 he marched
with Hitler in the famous Munich Putsch.Later,in Austrla,he was

the organizer of Austrlian Fasclism..... regarded by many as one >




e, 18

of the men regponsible for the destruction of parliamentarism and
democracy in Austria.”
S0 far so good.BHEHWHHEHHHHEAHEAHHE But what conclusion
do Harper Brothers draw from all this? Or,in case,they don't
feel like drawing any conclusion,are they at least in a positlon to
reassure us with regard to the Prince'sg present attitude? Do they
tell us that thelr author,the ex-member of those murder-gangs,the
participant in the killing of Austrian Democracy§¥;;i;\ggﬂﬂktnﬂ"
~6% gorry about the crimes of his unruly youth?.gy no means: All they
say,is that "whether his methods were right or wrong,only history

an
fighting for the cause of Democracyjas Chrastians fichting for the

will tell." Qdd,isn't it? I would haje thought, that as Americans
cause of justice and truth,we might have a certain ingling ourselves
as to the "right" or "wrong" of fascist methods.Also,I would have
thought‘that in the midst of an anti-fascist war,we might gradually
develop a measure of antipathy against our enemy,fascism.But that's
w}re I must have been mistaken.
Not much is to be said about the book itself. It reads like

any Ngzi-auto blography.myen as a box its hero,E,nst Ruedliger,

Il knew how to use his little sword, before he could even seribblesand

yhen he was given a toy rallway,he used it solely for the tranport

%ﬂ %WW—
of his tin soldiers.BHHBA why,of course.

andimt Ausiuan ia
aVes haspounbsy in order to use his little sword

ETHEEHHHEHEHPHEHHEHBHBIEE enter-
prises including the "Fuehrer's" abortive Munich Putsch.Hitler,

he
“attractive and compelling“ as‘ﬁﬁg%ﬁgnf;ince fonunduhin, becomes his

teacher gng guiding example.In fact,even much later,when Primce
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d
Starhemberg 1s already annoyed at Herr Hitlervthrows himself into

the arms of il Dyce,there is still "somewhere deep in his heart a

remembrance of the gitler of 1923" which Qpevents him from speaking
W ol 468 / # gk e EE<£
harghly about the man 't uEH him ereate hls own Nazl=

f NAE s
Austria.bglé That the Prince wanted,a Nazi Austria,which,how=

?ver,would “"alwaye maintain the closest reflations with a National
1 (Nazl
|

[Government in Germany"; a Nazi Auatria under his,Ernst Ruediger's; 7iedz:

&5 the lua prigate “’_"‘:ﬂ‘:ﬁ"?ﬂf—f_ﬂ:_“"r*iﬂ g
Supreme leaderahip.whil st S goa well remembers) &%

learned from imn fok Fiitisw, Z. b foot G ‘!
the lessons HEHEMEHMAEHEFHERBINEEAHHEHRar. "Power" :
Oé’.dm- J.4
aught -»*m " must fir t be seized by legal methods;once that is

B

accomplished nothing can prevent that power from belng used 1llagally.”
50, he enters tha?government as Minister of the Iﬁérior;r"with the
object of bringing about a coup d'etat".He doesn't succeed,though
er-

and soon finds himself confronted with a demand to
acknowledge the /'-'uehrex- as the suppreme head%wnational front

L ore e
in Austriae. The ambitlous Prince refuses. "To gain time" heihéiiﬁ us,
"I raised an ebjection which I fully realized was trivial..." "I

should ccnsidefu¥h?dialoyal to Chancelor Vguguin to accept your
hﬂ

¢ his
proposalsi" fe " _ivial" he calls HH objection to the idea of
e etnesbmabire- Nz~ Frlin
conspiring with ghind the back of the Austrian

o %f
Chancelor and aknow eg Hhﬁﬁt&idﬂu:;t;%;iidzhh ag the
lmtfb X 5 E Ty h 11 ldn't h inded
ut, then e really wou ave minde .fﬁﬂbﬁﬂyﬂﬁlalagf &
v o X WhiaSaw ¥ ) ’M
Ehae rant' ndep=ndencelhe would have P

B
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PHEHPEREHEHBIHYEAN Ry S P EH B B B A BN PN R HEWH N HEE AR

As it went,he decided to rely on M anliniﬁ aversi-on to having the

b_orﬂlf\){u &nd Demooracy
Germsns on the Bprenner and TightVHitler\with puce & help. All went
t e

Lo
well,as far =28 Democracy was concerned,all the better,since Prince Starhem-

berg ptittéeddd HHHEHHﬂHHHEHE fifn accwnulat% ever more "legal power"
as Chancelor Dollfuss' right hand man.HEHEHHHMEHESHEEHEHHEHHHYHBHEHER
FEYHHEEHHEBHEHERH With pardonable pride he HHEHHEE describes the "Austrian
terrorism” UHAMHEHHH established according to his advice and even though
HEHHHEERMEH HHEr EHEHEHEEERHERHEHAHHEARAHEHERHHEYHEFEH EEHHERHHRAR

_he does notlconsider
é'ﬁﬁocfiﬁ@} and henging of workers in February 1934 HHMSHN too

ko a7 ad e i, hrv (49 It has never been
: s védnture,hé-ost actively partlicipated in iﬁiﬂﬂHH!ﬁHgBlﬂﬂHﬂ!!ﬁ‘
establisghed ,
—HEEHBE - and probably never will be - whether Prince Staremberg «ci.

actively participated in the murder of chancelor Dollfuss.He says he
didnlgfbut hig alibi 4is far from perlectl. HEHHE Jre=s%cs absent
HHEHHEBEBHEHEEHE when the crime was committed,his man,Major Fey,HHS Secret
HEHHHEHHEE of State for Security,was very present indeed. In an effort

to whitewash himself,the Princgﬂgigggggggnig whitewash Fey as well KHHN
FHHBHHHEANE unsuccessfully though.Nor does he succeeed in hiding his
disappointement in President Hiklas’cholce of the new chancelor.Wouldn't
he,Ernst Ruediger,have been the only logical guccessor? But the President,
he tells us, "failed to read the signs of the timesg". Schuschning headed
the new Austrian governmentWwHNHE,and Prince Starhemberg's star began to
set Leimi®).For his final bresk with BSchuschning he gives us t:;?ggﬁsons.
The chancelor,he says,iﬁnted to strengthen the regular army at the ex-
pense of the Prince'ij"ﬂeimwehr“ and,of course,the Frince,didn't like

that . EEIHEEHEHHAAXNAEHERKE Schuschning,on his part,didn't like a telegr

the Prince had sent to Myssolini " congratulating him on his victory

in Apessynia HHH which contained a sharp eriticism of democratic policy“.
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Augtria EHHEEHEEHE to which -~
So,they parted .HNEHE The fall o HHHHEHHE R HE Prince
Starhemberg had so greatly contributed,HE caused him to taks rasi%qéce
in Switzerland,while the outbreak of the war caused him to join our
‘-'ftoﬂ.r. e 1% <

ranks.He enllatedﬂﬁa~a~vuiunteer-&ﬂ—%he—ifaa Epench Fgrcsﬁ,ﬁEEah”“‘-—~ﬁé
Kty
arper Bhothers,ifi¢hieir Introduation fo hte metodes call "the most

passionately aemocrat%&_drmy in the worlg

N oL v I'I_ L M1y ,"V'\
If 1t-te “moet passionately ‘democratic” to admit an
HHHHHAHAEEEH
ardent enemy of Democracy to Democrac 's fi; htinh forces,thia—a%aﬁement
"’\;,l 'c_\:’_/Lf A Bt {{ LS Ze -‘"',. - e A # o

‘Mﬁkﬁﬂ“ﬂﬁﬁﬂe;a;hﬂruiaﬂ_iiﬁdpea.nat,&na if i te “ﬂ'!*"passionately W“Ex;%gi_
demoecratic" to v&aﬂ'the history of the past decade thwough fasclst eyes,

~Prtncg—3tarnsg59rg+**hﬁbk“shauiéﬂbe-paad_hy7a;l—gﬂe&—ﬁmertcans—ﬂtherwtﬂ

._1 o L.‘ L &.n‘ _- J 4 " __!"-fi - / 1'.__."
“+t—-should-not.In fact if’shouldn t even be reviewed at such length,xv
5{0 L "l.*:el.-:[, sYdelotnb's
8ignificance.In reviewing the Prince's

memolrs one HEHWHUHEHHEH reviewsHHBHHWHHPHEBEENHHEY a plece of enemy-

were it not for its

propaganda,BBEEHEBE for which royalties are belng pald to the enemy who

£Sents /
wrote it.That this enemyla&ﬂig?eﬁ’gnd at present even fights our enemy

whieh

Hitler must not confuse us.He dislikes and fights him for reaaoﬁﬁ“ﬂﬂﬁ;/’

have nothing whatever to do with our cause.By permitting him to act as
indebt

our ally we not only acquire an odd bed fellow indeed;we slso ™

ourselves to a man wha will not fall to present his bill at the earliest
HAHHHEEEHER Nor in
possible mcment.ﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁfI%’ggera be anything wroné_ﬁﬂlﬁ his doing so,

For there 1g nothlng W LIRS

HEHHEH BHEFEHHHNEHAHE wrong with EEIHE!‘ “Ernst Ruediger Prince Starhemberg.
122

The question being HEHHEE whether all is right with us.
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