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In liberated Euro e boundaries have ceased to exist, Our armies,
at least and all personell sceredited to the forces,cros from one
country into snother,as ones crosses from side side of mainstreet
to the other, Moreover,since French is spoken in Eestern Belghum
while West of Brussels you'll heard nothing but Dutsch,you may need
g map to find out where you are,vhether in France,Belgium,oxr battled
Holland,
Once you ge’ %o Germany,however,2ll is different.,You won't
crogse cny frontiexr eithery but no . sooner have you entered German
territory,than you realize: I am on enemy soil,~ not because people
are hostile here,hlt because there cre no flowers any longer for
troops
our hhhikkhh,end no smiles and no joyful tears, What distingusilhes
these conquered villages from sny liberated spot you know,is their

abendoned lifelessness,.bhhhhhir The population hli has either fled with
4 .
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the withdrawing Wehrmacht,or was evacuated by our-own M.G, (military

Government) Here and there & hamlet = s e en teken over by our soldiers:

& couple of G,I.'s cone be seen in front of s deserted "Gegthof"
have gotten sround to

(Hotel Restaurent), srubbing their jeep,vhile others hEhhhhhhhhghbhhbbhhA

"henghhl their washing on the ”iegfriedline“ For,odd as it may seem,
nighways

all these "inhabited localotieq‘ﬂa$ere hﬂhﬂh orchards and ve adows,&are bh

part of the famed fortifictaions on which rest the "Fueher's"

steadily dwindling hopes,

In this.particular sector of the front Siegfried-installations

are comperative ly thinly spread.Natural obs tacles,such a8 poor
rmsds,mudéy fields and the soft and gluy bhanks of the River Wurm
had been counted on to play their defensive part and an exag e-
reted confidence hed been placed in some 500 conerete nillboxes

which solid pocket forts where to stall our adveance, Despite its




proven précticability berbed wire had not beenwsed, 350 Miles of

L

tale ‘a- 1ot o
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fortifiecations vire and it might just be that

the. Germans are running short of that stuff,As fo the Pillboxes

£y ;) 3 x - Al o i Y ta=p T -
they hove been christened"€,C,'s" ( ¢ »te .Coffins )} by our troops

end are indeed comnarable to so many mountrous men-hkbh trzps, Ingenioug=-
1y camoufleged &8 houseg,béIns,Zarages,,or grass~Eovered

exceedingly herd to find,
0.C,'s ere hhhhbEhhbhhihithboeikhbl, MEskvbfhfgdéwcnphcvfegdbefdisyébhgbdfggih
mnEhjmghmgfrcEdeify dispnEbombbhdn Without & guide to lead me I would
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neverhave made their acauaintance ,ABh¥bhBbhEhEhl They look impermezable,

|l lery fire hardly scars the thickness of their walls. end
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in their roomy inferior,ecdnipped as 4% is,with_ every.commodity,

dozen soldiers ‘could hold out for weeks, They didn't ,though,

4

he lessons of Singapore -snd the leginot Line fthe
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Unimpressed by
mzis thought of frontal stfacks only and fsiled to bbhhhh furnish their

B

eny backside defenses,Frontwards one lone mechine gun
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strongholds
pro pillbox
forms =211 the armament there is ,while in the back & hecavy steel deor

provides the only exit,
"The trick" sasid my guide "was to get in back of the
thing and somehow %o force that door,When nothing else helped,we
esorted Bhh to welding. ¥hbhHhh Jerry,ungble to iﬁ%erfupt our

welders,got & wholesome fright out of the wormth anfl the hissing noise,
Bither he'd come out,hands up,or ek e we'd open the door just o RhbhEb
bityto throw =2 little scamething or other ' into hist nest,.,"

He laughed merril y,2dding that on the whoele Jerry had

LA 1) )
been quite ceooperative,

|

"Take this,for instances These pillboces come in
-gg:g;ﬁ;hevh
clusters of six and seven each # elodt are connected with each

other by telephone,Whenever the bell rings in one,it rings in the

others aswell, And whatever is said by one party can be heard
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number one,we

by all,So0,when we'd
¥ on what the rest of %iem hed to 3ay.Ignorant of our presence, theyt'd
telephone franticallyjand we'd learn just how many casue’ties they'd had
Mo,
and how much food was left and how much emunition, Also, they'd tell
somebody

us j,how 4hocked they were at the sight of our tanks, 'Panzers!' hhh
b¥hbhbih would cry - 'S80 of them =~ coming down the roadf! There'd be
a little silence, 'How many did you say?! another voice would finally
ask =~ 'eight?*, But his harrassed informant wouldn't even answer,"

I inguired whether the Nazis had gone ss far in their

helpfulness es to talk English %to each other and learm d that both,

mn

an interprefer and 2 recording machine had been ready in no time =zt
all,
"The records" said my guide"make dremetic listening.I wished I could
play them for my kids one of these days,"
Despite the failure of the pillnoxes the breskthrough wes
anything but a pushover,

"This" I was told by & high ranking officer "cammot be stated
too often.The enemy is still full of fight,slthough even his crack
difisions are not what they used to be, We've captured quite a few live
S.5, men who were either one-armed,or one-legged,or otherwide incapaci-
tated,But you don't need your legs to pull a trigger;all it taekes,is one
arm end the will to fight, And that's what they've got - ¢11 of them -
that furious determination to go on with the fight no metter how bad the
odds, No,~ " he said,shaking "is head, "let noone tell you that these
fellows are through, Whether we like it or not,they are exce; jent soldiers

and still numerous eniugh to cause & lot of trouble,"
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Among the first 19.1*3-.-4&7&ettlements ceptures by our troops
T 7~ -

. o oo gl f gL
were the twin villages Ubach-Palenberg most of the—pdphletion of which)

worked r
hbkk in the neighbouring Carolus Megnus . Coel Mine , .A

It wes here that I met my first.Wazl Civilians 'it—:-t me state
in zdvance th&t Hhhhhhbhbhhh the term"Nazi" is being usef I‘Jaere advisedly
and after careful consideration,After all Itve seen cnd heard during my
stay in Gerrmeny, the distinetion mede by wishful thinkers jbetween "Nazis"

and "Germans" - is nof 1 nger tenable,3y Hhil¥Hhkbhhhhhkhl Whoever hhhbh

seperates - in his writings -~ the Hihh fromer f om the latier,cleeriy-
the German nation is
implies that hhbhlrhhbihhlb in reslity hhBhkhbEbh divided, thet it consists

of bad Germans o the one hand end good Germans on the other,And while the
simple bhhh hng jbhyaiiffobfgbhbyhs will never guite
concepts of "good" #dnd "bad" WhRRREhhbhbhkhhbhhhEhhbihhbirhhhbhEhhehiih
apply. to _ :

hahbAh¥hhhhhhbhhbA to enything as complex and multicalted as & netion ,it

must be stated that,if Nazism be bead,the Behhhhh evercge Germen is fer from
goodsfor the everage Germany is not antinazi,

The first German area that fell into our hends is inhabited
who,for socisl amd religious bbhhbhh and ‘geogrephical
by people Whnvesjvnih¥bfhdervlbgivohfshenckdfers micht hove been expected.

to locthef the regime,Abhhhbhhhhk¥hireNAhAhhhbhhilbhhlhekhhhhhbhehhhh¥hehhh

HhbhhihhhHhhhirbhhhhhhbhhbhb Living hhhhhbephhlth nesr the boundaries 6f both
and :‘md!r!-'tr'h'& workexrs who o
Belgium and Holleand,the catholic nlniers make up 2 ]@9.'@;9 part of

the vpopuletion 11’1 the Aachen district hhh.hbhhﬂhhhﬁﬁhhhfp}:hhhhh]ﬂ:khhh
fgen
n:uhinbh?g ceaf ﬁhrpﬂi‘y TEbhihbhbhhibh hfgec g thytphgbsrgfhngf Pedpuhbp
must have
witnessed more nazi crimes end suffered more ¥Nazi imsults than
Here
mogt of their compatriots in Berlin,Frankfurt,or Lz'ﬂmmwg.ﬁ‘ anywhere,
would have been cal‘l.ed for. =dR-cooperciion
a German resistance movement uhhhAhhhirbhhbhhhhithhhh Ez!mhhhhhh ":TL‘i:llh
Srycer FUtee
lofthe Dutsch and Belgian underground 1% mirht ha ve

. ; e &
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/t‘r ? o, / P % J {:} | L"te;
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There are two mossible -exnlanations for the German failure to

|J-

organize resistance, A third one,frequently quo ed by Germany's defenders,
AbbhhhhhbhhbhihhhbhhhBHd carries 1litile conviction.The contention that in fthe
face of the Gestapo resistance is virtually impossible,is invalidated by

the ¥Fhbhhbhhhhibiblh exictence of underground movements hh al over EBurope
found cause to
Surely the Gestapo who in Paris elone exceuted 75 000 french men and

women couldn't be more frightening at home then they are abroad,

EH

Feary,then, is no explanation,fbh about patriotism? To sabotage Hitler
as g German patriot

means s otaging the German war effort,hhhh and hhhBhhithhhhhlihhhhih

d-

Bhhhhhh you might be disinclie d to do so, Or -~ to sum it up -~ while
in the occupied countries patriotism and resistance are identical,in

Garmany they may be mutuslly exclusive.,Even this intepretztion however,
more hihhhih
though persussive than the hhhWhhhbhhhheRl fear-motive hhhkhhihhhbhhihbh

ES

hhfhbhhhhhhbhhbbke is not quite satisfactroy.For if,during & warypatrioiism

prevent & nation from sabotaging its government,no such mnsideration

n times of peace  After having mede him their chosen leader the
of pesce during which

Germans had six years and a half to rid themselves of the u speskable,

exists

=N

or,hffhhhhh =t least to indicete to the world their militent dissatisfection

with government , They did nothing of the kind. Ahihhhhhkhirhh

Wohhhehhk Ehafhvpghfd frihkh To argne that
hnhhhhh that hbehhhbhhihbehBhhhhhhhithhhhhhhhbhhhibhe resiste nce would have

i
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been impossible even then hhhhh means to ascribe superhumen powers
hhhhihhhh
to Herr Hitler and his gang,hhhhhhhAhhbirhk

Jltrge ;c:ie
aghin dfgbtfgdbrvghItr hhfdhfignhhhithhwho never faced hhbhhhbbR sabotage on

the parrt of any orgeanized groupe of Germebs, Had it been otherwise
willingly
end had not the German nation gs a whdle followed their Fuehrer from

could
crime to erime NWazism whhhh hardly have survived,
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Had it,really?There . are mony who doubt it ~ meny who meintain that
<

the Nezi terror wachine was suchf that even the most Peodbrdy would
rightly

shrink from fooldng around withh cny of its screws. 'The screws how=
ever had been considerXably fooled with,when with the approach of
our troopsyevaecuation started;when the big shots begen to depart

to themselves
and the liftle Deople were left hhhkhbhbhbhhh Then,at least,and

et the latest,they could/have xeveiled their ftrue feelings, By

removing tank traps,repeiring roads end khhhhl otherwise sessing our

ddvance they could fiaye shown with.wnom their :sympathies lay,

They did nothing of fhe kind.But,- hbhbhhhbhbhhk say the defenders
thoigh wholeheartedly
of 2 Better Germany - these people,anti nazi hhhkhhlt are German netriot

i

and as such hhhhbRhhbBhbR unwilling fto give 2id and comfort to what

-l

te

H

ig 2 all the/ enemy of their country. That among Germany's enemies

Neazism is by Tor the most vicious end the deadliest foe,hhkhh and thst

ight
their very uttrlntism hhhhﬁh haye caused these Germans to resist,
foils dr. oL Nor hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhibhhb

Bbbbhithbhhbbh to impress the defenders, Mohjhhhhhhhphhithhhdnhbhhhhhkkh

ie_—fkeir et least,entively—indefenriTDIoE
thihh aiiithée~hh ,up to ithis point, RhhhekhhAefkhAhbhbk,7hen it comes

guarding land feel oleged
to HbEkhilhh your native khhik sgainst foreign invasion,you may hb
hhhhhﬂhhbhhﬁhﬁhh to do so,ragrdless of Whehhhkhhhhhhbhhixhhhhhblhlhithh
eny other Bbh consideration,But then? But afierwards? When occupation
hes qgcome 2. completed faet which nothing you might do could possibly
alte? '
/ b “ré;hﬂqei-g
Vhile fighting was going F? in ach-~PYenterg
Tr
and hauhgnfhtgr&dfrcdhﬂhdgﬂhrnhﬁgﬂhngznﬂ 45 élimsv houses were
-ﬁ.f
no ploace for civilians toﬂbe in, our qoldlers induced the locel hhphithh
population to gether at a nearby meadow which they promised to spare,
[ SR e oy
ji ;fé&(f Bt /d,fr-—i] L o
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didn't want to, dbBhRhhbEH
MNioat of them" I was ftold by on eyewtittnes" bbifhbhbHutuupy, And since the
any of

meadow was obviously e safer biikbh spot then the homes which they
refused %o
WhhhAhAD leave, we figured that they were up to no good.So we mads them
g0, They were very engry.

\hehbnvhizftepgfhgofgimbigsfdffiégfn "And what is their attiftwd 4
now?" I asked the military governorj " hostile,or friendly?"

"Weither" he said. Bhlihbhkh "and in & wey that's Just what

we want . "

Even so mbnghbnryhfbctfvnedfehrdfmestndihy hdfttzefvthériyryey
hhhhhihbhhbhl our military court had bem far from idle.,Curfew laws

B d been broken by the Nazisjforbidden areas had been vicited; snd a few
& 69 year old
days ago hhhBRAERAR shopovner had been caught in the =zct of eutting
and vhen we seized him hB was
telephon wires, "He'd cut eight" said the M,G, "hhH was busy hhhhhkhh
cutting the nmth " /’ wCo— ;
HEHEH DLt~y Crcer, Liver kg2

Lt

"what happend to h1ﬁ?“HhhhhhnhhuhEH ' ™
"His neighbours" I was told "testified to the effect that
the old fool was rather a drunkard &nd not always responsible for his
sctions, He wasn't drunk vhen we found him, Still we considered a fine

of 2™ 000 marks and & year in prison and sdequate punishment. We are

short of prison space and & lot of people hWhh are getting away wit h fines
.-’ i‘pf £

who otherwise would probably be interned,"
I inquried how many civiliens had been permitted to

return to Ubach ?alneberg andileanreﬁ that out of the 3500 who had
about 20 % of whom were men
fomred the ﬁﬂﬁﬂluulon of the twin tows 8, not quite five hundred head

been repatristed.

-

"ie are taking good care of them though" said

the governor, "No more than five people shall gether h¥hhhkhhtbhia

H (¥
enywhere hhhhhihhbhiabhihhhBhhAhlth church being the one exaeptlon.







WhAhRbaEhBhhhhhbibhiithlhbhhkhibhs

o take &any chenoce g,

v on't wo gun positions
,".r g we W v ; :
BhA even on Sundcy b

ing. "™ FProm the
s oht ar the hﬂhhhh church serve as ¢ hhhghhh@h warning.
right near e e Nzt s AL
vim"wag;t Hhie Hpilth thhhhhhh,lncug tflly,ﬁjd heen found bhbkda %
eWL W v N . Con oo o 2L e
LR, RO D the first week hﬁ ﬂffrrvﬂvr arrivel when fighting was
[P R N

Bl ,Even during
2 Lo
+he civiliens had sought refuge in the

ak in progress and most of -
gtill in Prog - Qn&_diiﬂt0rlé and_one_pneynoni: _gﬁrﬁsgjen

severe ilines
achehcts (?) of the coelmine-only two cases of se

Wil

mmedie 2 hospitel
1 eon evecuated dmmediately to ;
reported ,both of I whom had b o

- y 2
Wow thet the battle wes ower tﬁc hzd been encolu

4e?e£;h sanitary conditions were unsatisfactory,

roged 3}.11!.'1 to leave the mine
L tigs
C{'UL'le, of the IOD'(I mhh JIOU ied

Egnﬁngh#bgéquhnnvﬁfﬁﬁgyhﬂ., 08 iblﬁﬂon B VM{“}&

hhbahhhhgﬂnhhhhhhﬁAﬁhhnhhhh by e mﬁthhiﬂhH;ﬁomvuniny kitschen,

C- IF : -hr-ﬂ —‘ F‘”-Otjk. - " - o <2, 'c_- - the
r;"}'1':;1;::ﬂxﬁx'ﬂl:;ﬂ.m regsure cookers set up ' in.an open darn furnished
XL W - ! b= i :

in the rear,

wunderground” with two decent meals & day.
Hahhbhhlthihbh A couple of
An¥falr civilisns whom I met in the streets - hhhdRyhhhir the mejor
rity seemed to’ be staying hhhikkh ot home,
bebhhbhekinbAhhbhhahrehbhiibhhbhhhh - proved uncommnicttive to the

utmosts So I went to vis?? the refugges in their Schacht,

1t wes very Egﬁiegown there., ThhhBEhvbhhhbhhbhhhhhhbhEhnhhlzbH
ahdhhnyhAlkbhhbhh For five minutes or so I walked thrhugh a derkness whic
my encient flahslight hbhiihAbhhbhbhhhehhhhhhlibbok was too wesk to
‘plerce,Feel ing my wey elong the walls I noticed that they were lined

not a1l Df which were empty.
with cots,Bngehinghfveadmhitinbthgtb HelrbhkhhhbhBhbhhhhhhhhbBpPeople
seemed to be sleeping here in the middle of the dey and although the
air ~ this enclosed and sticky air heavy with coal dust- med- bre:t ing
rather diffimlt,In front ®f a small stove and spottily 11 uminated by
its flickering light sat.a “ﬁ*r—;;aéadihay in his outstretched hends he
held & white hendkerchief,
nHelloh" I selde.




He didn't mowd,

vou doing here?"

Mihat are

Fo hhahwbbkh reply.
mants behind
I was abomt to pass,when & voice from somehwre hehhA the stove

esnwered my question,
"He's drying our laundry" sdid the voice 3"I've been up in

the deylight to wash it. It was very dirty gnd now it is all wet,”
threntyiTtEl and
L.5t sounded hAdhghbhhbhhhhbhhhbhehhnhohhhhhihalkh spooky.,
Bihbk and,vaguely
Ahbbhhhi! reproachful,

"Any more people back there?" I asked,hhhhhhh

"Many. Eahhhbbbhhhinkhhihl Families, Children .
Many

Hamp small children ., I understand they got candles beck there,"
Without
Hnhhhkbhbhhivhhhhbk hoving seen the owvner of the woice I walked

Onle E‘Eﬂ.in
by nerrowing after & few yardd
Where the corridor widened end fomred something like
the X
a room Nith femilies had instelled themselves, I, the light of two

cendles I counted three children,four women and one elderly men,

ﬁnﬁhﬁhggmvhigﬂbcfﬂvcthttrg%;gghﬁifvdfdgﬁﬂhgfhﬁheﬁyughbnghfhﬂnefdhtﬁbsyhsn
s Relie! b 2
ﬂﬁhgﬁvhﬁgsutﬁ#gfhn;gyuhzjﬂﬁlhghﬁhvﬁaythggtbngﬂjsHnuste#c

figebmvhgnvgEvelf dhsyrityhing They were eating. Turning towards
_ vegetable soup
on of the women I inguired whteher the food - hhlibkhhhihh hhhkbhbh with

hhibh G"ies hmhihpotoetos end meat = had come from the community kitschen,
"Yes"she said; "this too" she pointed & & loaf of very bleck bread
"was Daked up there,"
hhhphhbhl incredibly
The bread was heavy,hhkk

"You got better bread," said thé women,

I ggdﬂaﬂmgfjﬂfﬁﬁii,'
] |
Knunhﬁamm&h Better £lo

ver too,"
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"Yes" I said "and a better government too,"
The grown uups laughed - a snarling,mirthless dittle laughter,

"What do you think of your government?" I asked the man,

5

HiheyhhihkhibhhhshbhehnhnihhHlibhhhhhihhehhhhA¥hhhhhkhl / “ ;
) ra » Py
"Ho—coment " he saidguieldy, "We c2re simple ?pnhlelsnﬂ

{ i,
¢ M
never mix with volities , we don't know what this awfﬁl war is all

:b ou T- ™ "

The women nodded, One of the chllureu vt'Tted t0 CIrYy.

. ballBe Lo ilnd 2 el Apm
: espite the hesvy fighting $hethad-bekeon.- pleee-here Ubach~
' I found remanants
Palenbe rg was fairly intaet,Coming from there the khithh of 8achen hihh
town

=

211 the more impressive,Never before had I seen & bibilr of this size so

roined AeBhinbyedh bkbithhbih hhikkh

utterly bhhhbi.#nihvbthegfvchingbohfythfgns foidmvdfdhtprhlibogyyuf
with

mghypehfofdnofddbev Whole rows of streets were lined b huze pilesof

rubid ey, emorphous heaps of stones,timber and masonery, and even were
the demage was slighter not one house hed escaped unhermed, This tas

halfburned,

no chiy any more} it was the hhhhhhbhRhbhbhhhhirrecognoziably mutilated

-~

corpa of what had once been Aachen,

L "éﬁgﬁ%kl was warned by the Militery Géve:nnr, Mejor
Williem E Hurlbert of Jacksonville,Florida ""is no place for souvenir
hunters,lline Germans got killed last week by mines planted in their

homes, So you'd better nc"digg for treausre around here.
fas a lon= and 911 embreacih

phhn@hgdingrid &k fwcE kpbhimportance h¥hhhhhh surpasses thet of

its subdect,




g e

It sres a. long and embraeing conversstion which
his repor

And since khhbthEhhbhbh

W i
L
1 1]
ppliea not only to the peonle of Aachen and our
S0 of may

8 indicetivef what we BhhkR find elsevhere i

3

:1

deglings with them,but i

Germany I'd like you to.listen to him for & few moments,
“fihghgbfhgevgificsve bIghlprhghgdpwbAvhsabbsh

"We arrived here” he said,"all set snd ready to run @en important

city.According to our hendbook it was 1865 000 people whom we'd have
Yere
to gbvern and although we didn't expect that nany,ve preoared for
hhoheof citizens
a lot,We hed thousands of names,businessmen whom to contact, hiffifhbhih with

=
I.
[FLe)

hwom to work snd . hE ofthers Hhlth whom hbbhhhhivhvll watch, ¥Well,khhbbbk
Rikbhirbh
Hs abhbhbhhhihbho ¥hhH something like one thou: and Aechefners

btn & qarlar e A A
hhohhbhbhhhhibbeeh wes all we finclly dieeoevered,They "Heeh hiding in

heir cellers ﬁ/ S our soldiers got~shem Lo éPcend;."

"Whet sort of people were they?"

"411 sorts - sbeially speaking, Politicelly,most of them c¢laim

to have Dr oken Hitler's orders by bh¥hhbhhhhh their refusal %o lecave,"”

HiiehBhbhhhyhhhhBhpER "And otherwide? Db they cloim to have broken
orders before? In ;Hﬂrt,jU?t howfanti nezi do they profess to-be?"
fecross hhhbhhhbhbhhh any
HhjhHh these pegnls on't

Fven “*cten eve to have been active sgeingst the S @.J&E**ﬂéhﬂhem

At Ad~-Sil' iy Cholic
EP&*?K;%P“GUUﬁHTf*I?P,tﬂﬁﬁgh. Thefhurch in perticlilar hasbeen moat

helpful,”

"Not very,So far we haven't com

sign of "undergpound" -~life, Hhhh

F&“ﬁh b “FQﬂeCt s
"By hhhhhhhghhh nﬁhxafﬁnhfgs assisting us in bhhbhbhl vicking the
right men .We are gradually building up something like & loeal Germsn

Government,’ieaded by the Oberbuergermeister the Gemmen city edministration




empoys at present 57 female and 150 mele German civilians,including

58 suxiliary policemen,"

Y

"And the bhhib ObP“btlerf’ r*=1eister - what's his name -

(;/J‘__' & 75 L oy < ] (, - ‘ /J L l‘/.f' = ;
T8 s—He—-reoommended /b;-e me chrnch‘” Lad '(W‘ ‘HéA -/-{.-,;:'f -ty by, ©

There was & short pause,

"Suffice it to say" the governor then continued
thet he's been thoroughly screened by CIC (Counter Intelligence Corps)
end that they've found nothing against him, His neme is Franzg Openhoff
end he's a eatholic lawer,.”

asked he hade*t
"ihere is the Archbishop?" I hhhulkbh,adding that EAR hbAR

' 1. been eWET,
h}.al:hh hbhhlihhlih mentioned,cmong those Cet holbe leaders vho had taken
a militant stand against the un-snd anti=christisn machinations of

the Nazis Reg ime,

D

The chruch,I was told,was unpoliticel and the Arch Bishop

wes hhhhhiigby not in Aachen,but in safety,

Changing the subject I inguired how many people were living

the It
here now and what hhehk food z=nd healtsitua,tiors was,like,
"l"{“"k_er‘ ( F zr 1 "

"Some sixthousand™ I learned "have been permidSed to o—amP-*"}'*cTc*

by ‘he Oberbuergermeigter. The first to be repatriated were doctors
indispensible
hhhbhbbbhh engineers technicians and other specialists.hbklibi

HhhhihbahphifhhAhhhhahhithhhhhh@hbhe Later on,vhen some of the demage
mey LN YEAN &y
has been repaired - bBhil weMHH be able to take care of some 20, 000, y 4

found food reseryes hYh suffciant £ 30 d -omldee see uD
s P RS 73! ik s

—— = L
: i B

The food situation is good and the nﬂrlfl"- ,1t tlon e-v'c.ﬁ‘lmn"z Jgﬁ

e

i Mhhmhhhﬁh Whoever wangs to

- : g A ; - ‘/ (“-d
come back - and they 2l1ll do = claims to be ﬂ:-l-y/..tm V1ied.

. = e S
have been Aoarding




RHhhRhAhhbhinhhbhhhkpkshfhbhhithbrhR

My quest ion as to whether hhmﬁh&hhhﬂﬂhhhiﬂhhhhﬁhhhhhhhﬁhﬂ
noliticel considerations played any part in the issuing
hhyhhhhhhhhﬁhhhhhaﬁuhvﬁ@hrbfgcrdﬂs&&ErhtyhgbvnihmﬁhJngh,Eatb yhnn
of
return-pernits hevbohwgfbd was answered in the negative,
elmost
frhese people)f were Nazis,=- in verying degrees 2ll of them were =

hhA FohihhhhhhbhhhbhhhthhghAhbhkhhihih Instead of being choosy,we'd

betier be watchful.As to himself,the governor wes & professional

-

5y —

cop and deteetive who imew how to keep his eyes open. He &idn't think

that serious trouble was to be expected,
hiivh long f'leﬁ
fomrer museum hhhbhh

H,

Out in the wide wvestibule of the
ae, /e T,

file of Germans wetted td be "screened" by CIC.On an average the
from———40— ) :

interviews losted 3 minutes each,In & nei hbouring room permits

were being issued., Whoever had been found acc eptable by CIC
rejected by the Lieutenant in cqarge

-and during the que ruer of an hour I spent there,nobody had been

iven his hhbhhh paper,
hbhhhlhl - was nghnvhgaﬁo,gbthMh,jvov1dﬂd that menhmafhiwegifbryhf

fmnhg ifhtbfgshryhfgfothe frhdpm his street was noi "off limits" for
all civilians,allied and nezi alike, Two Sergeants with & map hohk
Ao,
AbkhhhhhAhhbplkhof nghavhghfgﬂfsdﬁg question,
I talked to nﬁﬁz sf tis® Germans - here snd in the

in which former ceavellery barracks
streets of Aachen and in the nﬁcrby refugee camp of Brend hhbkh

)

€ g afes 3 . . I
2200 Aacheners are wﬁ@*ak. to J% chosen by the Herr Oberbuergermeister,
s o = .
and vhile their w»efceieny veried,~ while some were friendly,some
suspicious,some docile and some hehphbph srrogent,I haven't found

a single one who calimed either fo have bDeen engeged av any time in

SR I8 RLGEHE ot
ﬂmwi sntinezi acitivities,or wwen to sryidie ﬁq&q?eggﬁe'for any weiethe
‘\ wy - = 2




\.—-'

hbht ideologiczl reason, Hubh Thet they'd broken ,;%%%r'” orders

hehhhhhkbhihhbhithB by refusing to leave was scsserted by some , But

““~gi they'd been to0ld to depert on =
the majority admitted that $kile hhbhadhhbhhBEhthhhbhhAshhbhhbbhhhRhbhkh
up ¥o
Wednesday Rhbbhhhhhpctleseeneesicfiigigs hb¥bhbk which dete travel pemits
not Seneral ly with pull BAAbbhll before

ned hoh been evailable Ehhnhh.hhhhhhhhhhhh-15091@ had fled and

by tuesday afternoon hhhhkhhhhhhfhhhhhahhbbhhhblhh no train,no car,
rny
no vehicle of hh¥ kind was left in the doomed city.

"We were trapped” they saidj;HhhafiEhhabhhhhibkhkAhhhhhehhhishhih

hbXh"there was no way out."
Did they teke exception
o hhihhhhghBhh kL rbhkhthhbhhhkphbhboh kihbbhibh o
(b Cenfinects Lovy' & leeped T
bhb EﬂgéngﬁlfJ}gﬁ_ﬁﬂﬁmmdown? lost of them did;Wihbhhhbpbhivhbbhhhi

hhhhvn;hﬁbﬁaerePfhn?hghﬁhg"ghgq end meny of them insisted thet they'd
long since &t le ast sabotage

been sick and tired of hhk it 211 ,Vhypthen,hadn't they tried %o Hbh

the regime "Too dengerous" TER
BhhbhihphhbhihbhihR HAhwhhbhhhbH they shruzged; "the gestapo. Ae hibhhh
3 — hed

“tefror ,." HHEH Asked if they'd ever heard of anybody whold dered

to act hbkbhbhbh they said that although hhbkMAh some such peopnle
probably

hohbhhhbhhl existed, they hhRhhhbhhlikhhhhhh didn't know bilthkhk who bk
hhelkh they were, Nor did they seem either interested in,or impressed by

g v A
thihhbhhhbb tnase courcgeous exceptions, Rather they refered to them

like
as to a species ”ith vhom honoreble citizens hhkhhbhh them:=elves
care to
would not even now hWhhbthbkh associste,
.'JI.-!
A F f y r t:l_(’ d LA ¢




Ehghvﬁﬁ&gﬁ?cgfhnfhinbnghfbcgﬁhtvhfﬁvnghgﬁ

Although this general

WhA WhEh 1:ck of interest in Herr Hitler's hhAhhbhk adversaries

wes in itself indicative of politicel dullness I inguired reneated 1y

as to whether my informanis had any plans hhhbWbhhhhhhehhiinhghi¥hve

regarding & new end better German government, What kort of regime

cr

did they wvisualize? Was there any men or groune of men whom thev'd

hbhbh end whom they knew to be availzable? Most of them ddomr™t

Seme—RhhAnhhhhl mumbled "Democracy" without however defining just

what to their minds "German Democrrcj‘ Wﬂ’nt end hbbbAghhhfihhbhhih

Ay LA ’/{"'_'1_ /;‘ ." - JL,

hﬁhhhhhhhhﬁhghhhh.aﬁ to e L dansorebes who "FTF“?&“ﬂﬂﬂﬂd—%@*4ﬂ4ﬂr7ﬁﬂﬁ'
2= " s

nobody hed ever heard' of thﬁm’ In the process of their "n-razification®

the Germans,fer from becomning "politicised™ seem to have forgotten
how to thinkpoliticeally,EubhhbhbhhohhhAhahbihhbkbihhhbhihbhiih

If there are some who hhirthhhh rfmemher;Wﬁ may find them in the concen=-
tration camps,

Their Political apathy is not the only feature vhich makes Eny convers

these people
tion with MhBhNhhhh so perpnlexing an :ffhlr..w t I £ound even more

disconcerting is their utter failure tqﬂanrecie e the
!
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What meke any conversation with those Naz

utter

perplexing an affair, :

depravity,the demen
only

jlmike which now, the

UL &

it is

fouls
most triumphant hours
today
it is hhlyr and thet by having
! - l

okl T
gystem the bBhilikk German
guiltless

mm

cccur to them,

One of

is

They feel Bhhhbhbeh® and unlucky,
to whom
the more intelligent Aachem rs

is their chhhhbBhbhhhbk failure to

i
e 3

‘NQ the moresl

ed criminclity of hﬁh Hhhh venture  hahgfhEHse
failing,they begin to bewail,That in its
Nezism was as hbll,gf humenly @nacceptible as
chosen,hhft maintained and obeyed this

shares the responsibily of its leaders
nation hhidehbbbbhEhphilhl doesn't

seem %o

I listened hh

en asgistent to the refwesee camp leader at Brend,In his=leges
repsecioble —

hbhbhhbihhh

thisties {this lively and pleasant-mennered young men helqvﬁﬁyhhbhhhhhm

position as mensger of & large slaughterhouse (?) when

and he took it uvpon hhehgelvawg himself to

refugees,

look after his

his city fell

Tellow

gray
It was bitter cold in his office: To his well cut Rhkk suit

wore

the scretary Whhbh & thick white sweater and

a white

scarf which went

well with his dark bileh skin snd hair, A latin rather than a2 nordiec type

not uncammon
snd a5 such hhhbihehhikhbh in

the repulsive characteristics hifhhhhasceribec

HighiBies >

FhRkihghEhhbhhhh Fhhhbhhhbkhhhis

this part of the country,he none of

exXemplary

to the byhlibhh "boche".
ALR-HERhEBRC p e st hi jbnnf zedheh ¥h

ihkhmbnuhfmﬂpmgihty bhjcobibhoh thgyferTeItnhohd coed imbfigiRing ibhhhk

ihgavh He talked egreably and in his attitude towards my uniformed

the grectest

self managed to combine ¥@ignity with the humblest mildness,

HBhhHis judgement concerning et
e ] I

r
mon agement e,

¥hhbhly foced by its hkhfhhhhbh was well bel

Jjustly
fRbhky he deplored the

enced,l
d

L

ingratitude shown by sode inmetes who demmmde

in the camp and the pgPblems Hhh

Reasonably snd




hhhhhﬁﬁhunhlhhh’hhihﬁhn.hﬂrlhvteg&*gfiﬁﬁ cd fighinghfabt MMhevhfnng .ddhe
insteed of aporeciating how relatively TheRhhhhhhiy kept lasunching
filokznfiemhhihhhehRAhhi ﬁnﬂqﬁm“henvme grh*ﬁﬁdjg?ﬂohv they were,hhh
genseless
hehbhihnhnhel one complaint 2fter $hesother.
observe imegination
"These people™ he'd Bhli "have no hkhhhl,Otherwise they'd opicture how

much worse they might have fared,"

After having listened for a while to his fluent
iife
presentation of hhhikbkbhh in Camp Brend I led the conversstion first

towards life in general, then towards German life under Hitler,
What,I inquired,was the Secretery's opinion of so-colled Nagional

Stcialism??
D e ?n
He saild that he'd never hbh quite sold on Herr Hitler whose

economic wisdom he'd found reason %o doubi. ExkhhhefRbhbhehithh It was

true that ﬂﬁﬁﬁhﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ the elating events of 1932 end 40 had csused hin
s & ~ everything
somikow to UD&}fE hks=ewinion, But even then,vhen hRh looked Bh rosy

there had zlways been lhhhhhbhbbhh the dange r of Americen intervention,
imhb
ffonghwpthbvgfvcEtdri? ?ﬂn;hduthﬁﬂvvfhhhghbahnvgnahvaﬁgﬂDscewﬁhr"ﬂhh

hEARhIBLR By the sheer weight of its production the U.S, could crush
Germany.,
"And that fooll" he cried,losing for the first time his

diot thought nothing of it

i
alﬂmi—hhﬂhhhhﬁihh::nﬂ:gnan%
There it was again,this fejection Ehhhhhhbbhhbbbhhbhbbhhbhbh

L]

of Geermany&s leading criminzl,not because he was a2 criminal,but because

1e was & failure,For 2ll his urbenity =nd reasonableness this
no conception ﬂh:tﬁver of
obliging young men hed hbhhbbhbhBabhihghfhh the moral abyss into which

his country hed thrown itself,hhhh and no feeling for thé gufferings

-
L=

f=de
Ly

inflicted on the world.,




inconsbhderable
Germany islarge and the terriftory thus far occupied comparatively
in size pnghtheh
Ehhh@hhﬂ&hhhh.Bhﬂhhhhhmbhv@ég@ffhﬁﬁghmyhhgnvhﬁfnbv@ﬁ?py%gi@nkjﬁhgﬁz
LS (

;‘:‘

hbofegbuffh As a éestcose,however,hhihhhhhhifhhhli the =+$a~ of Aachen

mbAchfbz hvnfhﬁﬁéchggbhtyghﬁbfhﬂgrsfndagbrsﬁshhhhhnﬂhhhhhuhnhhhhmhhh
its people
is as good as any,.IT there be anything ahout hhhhnhthhmhnhhhhhh which
of all Germans
cannot be considered typicel hifhhhhhhbhhihbRhhhehBehbhh it is BbB their
catholicism as wekl as hbkvnfhviilrr tyfdthchfbfgdiefbodfrgd their relitive
femiliarity with Bhk other nations, hhhhbehBh three of whom - the Belgiany
the Dutsch and the French are their immediate neighbours, Hﬁﬁhhchnnﬁhﬁtﬁﬁer
fogtvrgh
bifhhhbhbBhbhhirhehkbhhbhhihhhhifhhhhbhhehhiibhhhhhhhhhiiihhhhhhihhhkBeimhhhhhbh
fedk ures

pignts ztnfhwbeni firdhfgrf¥Both these Hehhiihkhhhhhithbhbhbhibk Fhhbhbkh

their bearers
are alien to Nazism and might heve alienated Rbohbh from the regime,

Tfn théyhainnty
Hhhh ShhhihhhbyhfhhhbidhbhhhidbhhbhbhhihhhbhibhhiphrbhhbhedhAbihhhhhhthb

Bhiihhihithhhihbhhhhhbhehhohhbhinthhbhethbbhbothvrghfyng E*rHIyJQHa@ﬁuﬁhqdf *y
Achen T¥hAbhhhkbh hAhhhhhbhbihkhhbhhiheyr Thus Khbhbhh eveh
hnghvught gthfimribg hhAhthBhbhblz remaine’ loyal to *hn D'uuﬁT end,

pbhekjc¥ibfrbfhritkdipbhécetondhadhin fhet tybhefgtvay other cities

can har rdly be excected to behave otherwise. nbdshfubgnvingm
thhhinhbh if be—reesonsbly -hoped that the two main
Noxr..can-the conclusions-efwhich—one-arrives—therewill prove
1
inveid enywhere else, They ,ares—
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Ehhs] These, then,are the conclusions,at vhich,hhkhrhbhhbh -
bound
it or not ,the student of occupied Germany is ¥bhkbbR to

o
1,)Although conditions in Germany Wbkh har 41 more forbidding then
Alces, 2desy - o7 le, 277
Lthey were in the rest of Edrope the Germansg,failed to otg tizigse &ny

kind of resistance worth thet n'hp..3+%g despite the gestapo underground
movements existed everywhere else on the cﬁzh?nanl I he number of

EhAhkhihhh Germans who individually fought hhH endangered and sacrificed
is
themselves for the cause of reason and decency Whh too smell as to

carry any decisive weight,

2 e general collepse which cannot but follow Germany's military
defe apt to call itself & "revolution" and mey sctually

he earmerks of ¢ "Fr”lnr bkbhih ris
admitting their
2. )Far from hhﬂhhhnEhbnﬂhhhghhﬁhhlhnn.hnhhhhﬁnhhh collective guilt
' . L CAaf A
the Germans;indulge in na¥ioncl Eelf~w1ty.?h at ,ﬂ_vlnb failed,
dersrve whatevaer BAR fate mey be in store for them,
their Puehrer and his henchmen hyhhhﬁnhhnhhhhhhhh,they are willing to
in eny way
roncede, But hhhhhhh tﬂﬂj,uhe nF0ﬂ1F,mnSt notybe held ,Lesponsi ible
Germeny's hihinbhh actions, Since, - Uy 6% N
for hWhhhhhheh hhhhhhhhﬁhhh oJdhihhhhiek Their ‘conscience is clear,
they'll discrimination' 2gainst them
Bohhh#ta hhbyhl deem any hmbnghtvhfgdtzhtpbpgftinctonn o zross injustice
hbhkBabnhh

ﬂ

o
nﬂa.

&

|. f&,f“—'—" :

And si oe MMI'WMQMMWMMMM1M

.._F ;_frﬁ (:;"'

nhhAhhbhbohhbhheAhhhhhhbhhbhEt the non German world will hanily/refrain
differntiating between country and its
from dibhhihhhhbhhbhhhhhhhhkh the aggressor hhhfhhbhrhhthhhh victims

their righteous indignation will begreczt,




hing to indicsaie - hhhhbBhbhbhhhbhhhhBEhbhbh -that

b 1 - = - S L L - i wae - 3 -~ i S &
the Germans are ready and eager to set up a democratic government,

'he man in the street at least,th vh“‘l,hn, 1opowner, and white collar
Ir:. ..':

worker shows,disgruntled Bh he may be,no interest{ in or knowledge

of eny political movement capable of replacing Wazism. HhiahgsbehIythn

mokbreghfbzgfiryfhtine And eveh if contrary to all appearsnces the

nucleous of some such movement should be found fto exist,hhbhhhbhbhirtbhha

early L CAL R Cn gl A ol i PN
hhkkhlibhhhBhhhbfhhk its seeesd¥nce by the Germen people aennot be

taken for grented, AfhrmfhrgeTbEhyre *Iﬂ-'zpenj, in‘rﬁrf*meqn-rhfpm--
Ehh! I}rznrz‘.ns;/,:, 217} S~ ey
¥bhhhAbbbhbhhhhhaanhhikehiphthhlh Unoecnstomed—de—$sev—a e to think
10 _ﬁ'—_\ 7 ".'.ﬁ""

ves hhlkkhbhbhbkbAhEh the Germans may BEthfnithfafBighEhafd

for Fhems a

) es8s bef that nation
-. m*.,.-!t ,[ n I 4 A '/’j,' e m“':h w" i ___h.?lﬁlﬂ wﬁ_ 1 nal -I—_U_ o T

L4 |

z"in-t.s? a way to' 1 éﬂ-;?"mdi‘ﬁfmi}b" grpdhyhanvhighfsphhhithi BhAW Ehh Bulish )

LGk - : ]
?bhi"_fﬂ "ﬁ rile f'.’:ﬂ-."'}"--“!‘_n—l_’.?ﬁ‘\"if".-.\- rs may have %0 ness before that
-1

rejoin the forwards march of 211 pezce loving peonles
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