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Edw ecation 5 the Cruaux of the Ratter .
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(Townhall,New York,Fabruary 5th,
1940)

Ladies and gentlemen,- BHHE&H,- my Euﬁaect for today,=- education,
-i?’vl’--fr” hf(-'

the Crux of the mgtt?r pPleases me,for F—a-neider *t tﬂ-be7ene of
the most importgg;:;;%; in this world overfull w;;ﬁ problems,

This world has,durimg the passed seven years,fallen into two

parts before our very eyes,- a war HH of #deas and concepts has
broke. n out 4~ long before the actual outbreak of world war number
two,- and we,- the population of this world have been forming

two armies,opposing each other as ennemies.Whyg Why have we been doing
g0,~ Why have we allowed ourselves to be distrqﬁ?ed by evenis and
develloppements that did'nt seem to have any immediate bearing on
our lives,- EHHE HEHAHHEHEHIMEMEHRAETAHBHAGEHIAHONHARKAIHE that did
not seem to thgaten our own personal existencg?What have we been
afraid of,during these passed seven years?

Watching the develloppment within Nazi-Germany andfztate of affairs
in Europe,caused by the German develloppment'we seemed to be confron-
ted with the following choices There was either to be a war (namely
if and when the repreaentggivaa of the democratic way of life

in EBurope,~- if and when,England and France should decide to defend
themsselves,~ or there would be a quiet,~ a bloodless Nazi-fication
of Europe,~ HEHYHHHARAMHEHHAWEHESHEENE bloodless inaq/far as you

did 'nt care too much about the bloodshed 1nﬁé;£cantrationcampa

and the slaughtering of those wo did'mt quite agree with the

"quket Nazification".




For six and a half years th.ings seemed to g0 the EHENE second way.
Up ® the moment when the Muanich peace broke out England and France

Me sacrificgmer
seemed to be willing to ¥HHEH one of their rights,one of their pﬁinc1-

; ko jLes<
Plesyene of their friends fifter the other.Then the great change amei“
Why did it come,~ why was it bound to come,~- unless western civilasatiop
was prepared to committ suicide? Did it come because of English
imperialism,~ because of the financiel interests of the ruling classes
in England anu France? Did it come because lir. Chamberlain was _ ;

ch ov bleg e M. Doluids oS Lhanly abde'd ( M o
disappointed thet Mr. Hitiérhhgﬂﬁs—h&avﬁnﬂﬁfoﬁ%E?“certainly Note ——
The cetastrophy which was imminent in socalled NeS. from the

very beginning broke out for HHHH reasons much deeper and much more

dée. ey o
convincing.Europa as a whole,~ the Peoples of Europe,- not Hﬁﬂﬂ s#nok—
4'-1 2 nz‘;‘ﬁuf/f_‘s—‘ﬂb L.-'__{_,x..-'
ing governements,- refused to become nazifledrrTﬁey preferred the

4‘1 u.q
terrible and revolting adventure of ﬁ/ﬁar, which is 4= or ought to be,=-

below the standard of modern humanity;to the other alternative with

s C-G"r" L ij{_"( "1‘,1 \f’(.r{
which they were prawended: to the dimgnq&iaﬁ'of the jungle.For thep
knew that life would'nt be worth living any longer as soon as X it woud

HhwHHEHH EENMHHBHRHEANHPHEPHRERE be controlled by one great machinery

of terror whes e masters and engeneers would not even pretend that

guc ’ tde &
rf?f%Iea as justice freedom and truth werde , anything tp them,-
1£¢g§ y
but who instead proclaimed the——creesd—ef force as the only acceptabl

T T

to themeThis war had to break out babausa civ¥Pred humanity,- edu-~
cated through the centuries and arrived at a certain EMMBEHEE generaly
accepeted standard could'nt ppasi‘ely watch the destruction of their

NEMJHBHAEEEHEE moral and spiritual achievemnts which we are accustomed

to call civilisationeIt was their very education that(Cstoo n the
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way of their accepting tkﬁ Nez ificetion of Europe. Finally,- we are
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ﬁt,"_a' A e df ﬂ"; 7 gl
using this word deliberatelg - it 1-;oolct the peoplés of Europe
645 Iearg;gof{the most direct,the most painful education toqa;-;a:;/:" e’
4é%e the Wo its full extentgMdd while we,~- who had
seen the jungle HEHNHENHBHAHEHY grwoin Germany and who knew its
HHEHEHEHHHAH charcter as well as its aims, e we had never had
any doubt as for the catastrophical th chardter and
aims,~ Europe as a whole had to 13(5}._ ring lesson
before it finally saw thro&gh thed'(-"- rd ungle,

For there are two ways in which a human being or a people can be
educateds They can learnd from the ?_gé?periencus of others,- from
teachers,botks and the great achifvements of the bassed, And they
can learn from their own experiencese,The latter way is the more
Painful one,~ and yet the firstHHE} does'nt seem to work wathout
the secondeIt is the sum of all of these things,- of the books you

have red,the words your have heard, the background you come fronm ’;_a‘ﬂ

the experiences you have had,-that builds up your 'aducation.And.
— e — “"‘"‘-—-p""" = e e —— -

1 daresay that your background does'nt Play the Yeast impdartant

och YW et
paft - Whatliladotdentas 5 ‘Person whp camey from a fine background,
all of KHEMHEAHHEH well brought up,~
whose fathers and forfathers have been HHEHH 1 HEHHAHREA

-
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on a high level,morally and cud-turad ] spuken,-/if BiZoh——a—pa-pm-ms

<
away from home and prefer* to liviwg among tramps and gangsters
7"1; o, &"ﬁ
for a while,~ Re still might have a gaa} chance to find T3 way back
‘f’"k n&
to the traditions ‘i}ycame fromy~- even though the education given -Z—im

o,
by new milieu seem§ to render 1&;7 return impossible,




a fairly good back&round,- the people of the poets and thinkers ,-

-4&

The s=me,of course goes for a people,- for a whole nation,

The German people,~- there can be noX doubt about that,~ has got

\
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e

have not an altogetn~r bad pasﬁ to look back uponjnow theg have
¥ q..
run Pway from home and/allow themselves to be educated by gangsterse
AId 4 4
5Bef01e HERHEEHNTEHEAHYEH going into the deatdsls of this kind

of education,~ I should like to say,~- that I HHHHAKHHEAHEEAME am
far from considering the Germans to be lost for good in their jungle

Two things,~- as far as I can see,~- will save them: their Lradition7—~
that bound
and the pa®nful lesson ﬂHIﬁH' to be tought 4kem by life
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itself and HMHHH that will reveal evrything their Fihrer has
them as one single but enormous lie.

if Na21s would hate been allowed tc quiétly pocket Europe,y=-

i N HEH i i (i, ~ and if the Nazi-education
beer, allov/e éﬂ ¥, aud Lo a-“v S Lt
would havf):mﬁ tha& tham?tdhat I.ir&e'p(bnly then would HEMEEHANEC
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ci asion,~- and not only the German Eﬁﬁahaxg_gaemd to be doomeds
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