MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Kaufbeuren.

Mann, Erika

1945-11-12

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



exERIKA MANN
DroEVENING STANDARD LONDOW
HYDE
Kaufbeuren YNovenk r 12th

p

The first German war plant to be destroyed by order of General
Eisenhower went up today with fifx 60 bangs, today, A branch of I,G,
Farben, the Fabrik Kaufbeurenm was built in 1939 for the sole purpose

ammunition and losives -
of praﬂmme Wermacht and ILuftwaffe, In 1944, it's

tor year, the plant produced 3000 tons of finished powder, Sémeewthen
ttil:ltéPEH;%%§; quota amounted to less than 37 eof the entire German
explosive output. On Oct, 23rd 1945,xkxe Fabrik Kaufbeuren was selected
for immediate destruetion,farxithrwmxpwrxasmxxksxfxxkxxkiyime i rxxxxxxxx

As Lt, Gen-

eral Lucian K,Truscott,commandingGeneral of the 3rd U,S, Army, pulled
Ar 035

the lever that set off the first explosionYthis moruing,the initial

step towards the annihilation of Germany's war potential was taken,

3 miles outside ofthe city.
Smoke and flames belched from the dense woodsy Where 223

Exitimxx ingeniously camouflaged buildings have survived the war
unbombed, Even the smekestacks were built to telescope and disappear
upon the approach of hostile aireraft, As it went however, Fabrik
Kaufbeuren like many of itz I,G, Farben sister branches has never been
visited by the allied bomber forces,

This immunity id regarded as a miracle by the townspeople,who
credit a local ttut*lxttt semi-saint by the name of Crenscenzia with

IN THE& PEHALF )

Bmpernatural-IE?E??E?EEEEIH The more realistic part of the population
kmrcxinpxipfexRaxhex keep secretly buyins black market I,G, Faren
stecks, The office established for this purpose function® alse as an

emp loyment agency for the Fabrik, which, it was heped wuld soon resume




Wre Mann .
operations, Today's blasts pul an end to such hopes, The enterprising
underground Company is abdut to be blasted as well,

The safe remova]i.oi‘ ammunitions and explosives from the Dlant was
a tdeklish job, Not only were the known types of ammunition and powder
' dangerous to handle but many types of explosives in the Fabrik were
of an unknown character, The task, which normally wouldhave taken about

Among other thin it took-

4 weeks was completed in 5 working §ays amd ni '@TE-‘/"EG'OO P.W;;Eall bomb

RixgErxxx disposal personnel in the Bastern Nilitary distriect) 20
search lights for night work wxxxxmxmk

- : - ]
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:?ﬁnnmhumﬂiﬁ: uﬂiﬁhmunﬁﬂmuﬁmht hee

/ te clear the premises of explesiwe material, By Nov., 6th 1150 tons of

high explosive had been removed and 1580 téns destroyed, Pxwmwockax
Then the placing of the charges commenced, The plan wac to destroy the
usefulness ofthe factory while causing as little damage as pPossible to
sewerg,vater -ll.nes,and buildings suitable for housing purvposes, Cut of the
223 buildings that were Fabrik Kaufbeuren only 59 blew up today,
Despite all such humane censideration, the townspeople W

- e %r. Georg Volkhardt, Mayor, says: "While some of us mmtmwekxx
understand that this had to be done, the majority will not see any need
for the further destruction of values,The Amerigans, they maintain, have
promised to help in the recénstruction of Germany,Instead, they go on
imingxanx destroying, Surely this factory eould have %%Tlized foocaexx
for some peaceful production®, mmm Specialized American

FPabrik '

personnel here point out tpat/Kauﬁeurgq, was nothing but apowder plent,

Whatever serviceable machimery it montained was salvaged. Also,prier to
ST ckirexcmmxixedxxdtemmakeiy 1939 this textile, beer 2nd cheese town




live/quite a‘equately without the Fabrik, Nor will its aestruction
cause many locals to be unemployed, Of the 1200 enmployees ofthe war
plant,800 were slave labourers,

Kaufbeuren is only one on alonglist Tomorrow,the citizens of
NAR AN G OLS DT
EbenhausenYwill also hear some loufl bangs and will see another German
powder factory go up in flames, Third on the menu is Aschau,whose 227
d%:-'/ : Ty
buildingg--partly at 1east~-a:e slated 1or liquidation, Anothe;éaYﬁéfi
;fwj_%.%w
0olTow in rapid succession, Apart from its practical significance,today's
show was meant to imptess upon the German people our determigation to
render ¥x impossible another German war,

The demolition job was a success,Technicians agreed that the dej
struction achieved was greater than anticipated, The xymktx symbolic
end of the show was less satisfactory. Apart from a few P,W's, who ob-

'
viously had hadtheir fill of war, the people of Kaugbeuren failedto
appreciate the moral impact of today's execution, While insisting that

wanted \4AS5-
all they really wamk i4 a peaceful existence,they wore long faces laday

DETINATION
as eachBang marked the end of a plant which, operated purely in the
service of war, And their comments were frankly reproachful,XmEmexxx
In the words of their Mayor; "More confidence should be placed in

trustworthy Germans",
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