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Erika Mann
Ladies an gentlemen,-
there was a time,=- not long sgo,= when 1t actually

seemd ;a most of us/that democragy was doomed,=- that 1t was on the

to=tts deadly enemy/without—m—g;
verge of abdicating,- of yieling) a struggle ,HH And although

&2 G

America d&d not seem do be involved either actively or passively 1in

-5 -

the events of those days, 1t did not seem very likely that American Dem

cracy could possibly survive,- as-leng-2s the European democracies had
hadq become /
been abandoned by their own demorratic leaders LHEHH Our world HE small
would:
and WHEE either ﬂpﬁi it progress into a better and juster order for,

all its inhaebitants,~ or relapse into the darfk ages of twranngigﬂg
1awlesanes,anﬁ;isgﬁég?;£:£§rahip of dull,brute force,

It is he days of "Munich" I am talking about,=
when a shameful deal concluded at the expense of a helpless but brave
1little democracy| was meant to bring peace in our time to those who

had BHEHH refused
"!!B!“ﬂ%ﬂ!ll!ﬂ!‘ o0 defend 4w¥s peace and to merit its blessing,

‘bo—4in Prague -at-that time and went on
to the Sudetencountries after the desal hgg/been announced, -ﬁaﬂ;&ho

i
aightiﬂgaa?agatreng, czaﬁﬁ army, - $ﬂrtreating be
fore the enemy,silentlyywith low

HEWHFEH 1s burned fbréwer

cles most shameful hetr,

autifully equip

ad for%i:eada,tmm-yes,- L
Loyt C¥
n fiy memory,%as a BEEMBEEE symbol for democa

BHHEH HHE Mothing that HHHFHWHHE has happened since/could

have happened without "Munich",' while,on the other hand,Munich c¢_ould
Sean

.EE'have happened without Vienna and Vienna not without the Rhineland .
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A sries of democratic dafhtéq,of democratic betraf&ls sprﬁd“btfbraqﬁur
Lt Ca_ny l'p /J f,{i.,

oyés and we were vary-well Justified in douhting the power; or even the
will of survival of ihat we called the demoeratic way of life.

Even after the outbreak of the war,- when the European demoeracies

had declared themsselves ready to fight for the rights of free men

all over the world and to liberate humanity from evil,- even then

_moral _
our confidence was not yet fully restored, Too much/prestige had

been lost,~ too many crimes of ommission had been commbtted.
a

Besides this war seemed to be phonv war,=-nof real fighting occured,=
save the massacre of helpless Foland by the enemy.Worse than that/it
was an "imperialistic war",- a war for the preaervation of the British
Empire and fought in the interst of the/ruling classes,S0 we were told

EEMbr b s\, ;M%
by many we].lmeaning paople'rh'u it is trueira}?&?ﬁ?ﬂ'”—hat— otheym_ e
and=-mot 4 Ge srtan onan {“n.—-..
EHEEIEEF not gquite as wea,llmeaning had been peach ng to them, For NH W

\-".»—
L

=
HHHWE Dboth|the Nazi-Sympathizers and the ecommunist fellowtravelors ——

extremely 5 Co) ®e e, B
had beent{busy to gat thése Wns aeross, end-——shey -worked-right into

the anemiés pocksts .
By HHE ril d it begcame clear enough that
y Ap vg.['l ’C’ary -{,:‘-' -.-f-(/‘u:‘ LR g % -"f;fc . = gtﬁ-i :"V-:. .“.~-{
the war had 1art its phony“ at:a e and had becoms terriry nglv raal.‘\

:Lij'sl L-E.‘*-FEFé"jf e - ’-.2"'“ é"?&(ﬁ: ‘:-h-\ir .H'l? [ £ '1(:‘5 ol L ~d-/ Fa lé’
~ But-then Ege new b]@w am-tﬂd. France collapsed, -tt:‘ onest democrat n

rl

[ R
all over the world were confrontey weth the quo% n whether it waq __\—’ ‘

itse 3 | Y02,
democra@ﬂ];ﬁ; had failed,- whethgggg/ had been m Thas demoeracy 4.-;;"!

- whether democracy was doomed '
was ahﬁly unable to mest the assault’ oo * el _ tJrﬁ'f

By by,

i

/_/"
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Fascisfxgympathizers and communist fellowe-travellors (not to speak

of real Nazis and communists) : a few lovely|highly pormmising

£day e \ A
;m;ﬁthaj Hitker will win' scresfied the Nazis everywhere and we shall be
' 3 everywhere

masters of the world, Hitler will win,= shoute® the communista,<
':C-:.O{ th "fﬁ'.&w --7':.7'» L j,rf.xlr.d_,i'ep( F’-rf /..,ﬂ-'-"“-f"i./{f_:\,f"( -

hutﬁthan chaos is bound to break loasﬁ_we shall take advantage of this
Mg ol emerge as

frultful chaos a shall ®¥ masters of the world ,

OHE Hltler did not win quite as speedily as expected

When I left lovely California for England on August 20th HENB§H
HHFHEHNEERNEFHENHEE nothing,- nothing at all had yet been decided,

The Nazl'Blitz=krieg, announced for sugust 15th at the latest /had not
yet started ,= but 3£ could ptart at any moment and as many prommisses

A Z My, Hitler had broken, in the past,= his predlctions as for the dates
' Gt l-r".,-l't-‘a | &
of his vietorious ssrtval in™ the capitals of conguered countries hed

been pretty correct ,-so far, at—18 this" aske my friends when

told about my impendi 1s1t to Londomy= "a race between you and the
"Egﬂhrer*erﬂ’H_ﬂ,ﬂﬁfﬂﬁfn

ﬁ}t{{ Agthough I am neither a soldier,- nor a war-correspondent,=-
and although I had never lived in England for any length of time,=-
I mgst ardently desired to go there for two reasons,Pirst I wanted to
&alk to the Germans, They must be told the truth asbout the essence and
nature of this war,- which was not,~- as they possibly thoughtfa war 1ik
any other,- but which was the defensive war of civilized ﬁpmanitv HEHE
against the evil,the wicked,the anti-humane,- the whbllwuwr}-

i’-;‘h.-‘!n-'.
was the struggle of the better against the utterly bad.
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Did they wish to continue and fight and die for the utterly bad against
This ~/ in this war /
the better® I must ask the Germans,- I must tell them why| Hitler
I

represented the utterly bad and England represented the better,
g el

I did not,of course flatter myself that I could possibly convigzﬁ“ténbf
and win them over to the better Dby a series of radio=-speeches,Still
I desired to do my share by at least shedding some tiny ray of light

info the total blacfout to which Mr. Hitler had comdemmed the country

of my birth,- seven and a half years ago,

e S on S
Second I ,longed for some more "light" myself .The/%e _ :
-~ "::-_".:,!.r'd-—"i__ LB - — .: .#JJ'CE L"l_j-::;‘“g P ik ‘.:*.,-::-‘ i ¥ -:'_ Ce ttt'."l"-,_{
ssdoor. fhe €ollapse of France had nof yat-MEER —béen removed,England wes
holding fast,- Bngland was fighting on, But was there any real proof
that England would continue to do so,= if things got reallngadT And
SLeg
above all ,= would it be possible for England to remain a reel democray
while figh{)ng for her l1life and national independance., There had been
much talk over here about the NMHENNENNANEHHSEE dangers inherent in
any war.,Vell-meaning people as well as Nazi- sympathizers and communist—
fellow=travelors had kept on warning of these dangers. "HHHEHHENEHHEHE
!
HE War 1s no solutionrthay cried,-“while fighting fascism you are bounl
I
to go fascist yourself, Free om of speech will have to be curtalled,-
the freedom of the press,will ,of course; have to HENHHHEHE be abo=-
1ished,- H dictatoprship wil} have to be introducel ,- whieh-will -have
wle Gréxe *C Lo He Tobbesl
te-pob the peopla of all of thelr democratic rights.And in the end no-
body will Enf’domger know what he is fighting for."
There was some%/hing frighteningly convineing in such warnings,But sine
they said in so manii?ords that democraecy was doomed one way or another
Ce & oty aven e £,
I refused to be convinced f.
Gt aglal ) He & .
[ - %
Could I,however,be uﬁty convincedydf the contrary?

I had to know,= I had to find out,

nt.
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I arrived in England on August 27th., 10 rather quiet,rather peaceful
the days between August 27th and September 7th,

days were allotted me during which to 4invest igate "demoeracy at war"
What I found out was the following: there xisted an almost incredible
emount of freedom, The dayly press was of course partly govenrment-
controlled and unable to get any important news save from govenement
controlled sources.But even the dailies car ried editorials of amazing
frankness,All kinds of eriticism,warnings,and suggestions were

trought forth,- members of the govenrment,erven of the war cabinet
were vulnerabel to attacks,- everybody spo e his mind.I waw also
strateled with the unconcerned frankness disrlayed by my friends where
ever they met,- in restanrant,- in the streets in the airraidshelters,
Obviously there was noth ng to be afraid of and you could deal with
all so rts of controversial problemes without ever getting vourself in-
to trodble; No dozbt:if freedom of the press and freedom pf speech
HEHNHEHHEA were at all essential for the maintenance of democracy
democratic England was doing well, What else had I wanted to know?

How sbout soclal progress,How about that bottomless abyss between the
upper and the lower classes of h ich Mr, Hitler was talking such a
~great deal and which,BE if it asctually cintinued to exist,or even to
deepen might very well endanger the outcome of this war?

For you cannot sucessfully fight a "war of liberation" if vour own peol
ple are being exploited by your own ruling classe=s, In particular

y ou cannot successfully fight any modern war,if your own people,= vomw
lower middle-classes,- your industrial workers,vour men on the street,
do not feel 1t to be their war,as well as yours,It is not a trained
and sworn army who will decide its outcome.It's the eivil population

the
of yHHH cieties,it every man,woman and chi'ld in the country who




lead to
will HEEEANHAHeither victory or defeat , They must know what they are

fighting for and the must be convinced that,whatever they are askeil t
suffer,it will be worthwhile.

On September 7th,shortly after five o'elock in the aft
ernoon,- the sirens had s~unded about half an hour ago,- the Nazis ope

ne? their Blitzkrieg on London,




