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THE DECLINE OF VAEDEVILLE

W Ci]auh a
There once lived in Gh-!-l-hoé:.-, a tom that ecan

olEAN
be avoided by keeping straight on Route 6 to Semdusiey, a

boy named Lum Peavy who wanted to be an artist, Now he did

not want to be such an artist as Phidias whose work will
live forever, nor Rembrandt whose fame has endured for cen-
turies, Peavy yearned to create art that would 1ive but =

moment ,

80 he became a chalk-talk artist,

shallk #or-him. Dressed.in. a- Rommer—dreYmme g TEesad golden—

T

P S YA 5UE thoe Bite—
meOWs, Ah, with what gusto

Peavy applied the colors and how startlingly a view of the
Swiss Alps came to 1life under his flying hands, s

Then would come

a roll of the drums, Peavy would spin the easel upside dom’a
and lo and behold the Swiss Alps became a likeness of (
Woodrow Wilson, the orchestra played Tasall Daaallll,

elvet tam=
Mﬁ/m; down came the curtain to straeins of "Columbia
Gem of the Oceanl" These were happy years,

Then came a day,...
Dressed in his best Peavy went to see his agent
about bookings for the next season. Ween the agent, whose

name was Sam, handed him a cigarramﬂ-mn,—u
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THE DECLINE OF VAUDEVILLE
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guy. He waited till Peavy 1it his smoke and then he
sald:

"Peavy, I can't use you, Nobody wante to see
chalk=-telk anymore, It's out, it's 0ld stuff." Spots
appeared in front of Peavy's eyes and he put down his
cigar., Sam pleked up some papers and began to read,

"3ut Sam," sald Peavy, and in desperation he

sc——
had en idea, '3_2". he seld, "I ean tap dance., I could
tap dance and chalketalk at ome and the same timel™ And
Sam looked up from his pepers and said:
"Lerme see ya do it," V O\K._

¥ 2, “JCM S
So with a blafiing md-ﬁ.l and &

. pldesg¥ ehalk out of hs pocket he begen,fmmming his

own noui’:':npanimt, tap~dencing md chalk-talking as though 1life

depended on 1t, With 2 sob in his throat he sald "_'.l‘l.:_i
Doaalll aktlie—sindsh, twned the picture over and waited
for sppleuse. [ =
"It's not bad of the Alps," Sem said, "but it's
lousy of Woolirow, Fou?IY-tmve-te-take s tan-per-oent-eut.
4nd so = worked mother season and them ome
day Peavy mt. back to his sgent sud-—Pifine-eausalong,.
'ciﬁi\.?nm' said Sem snd Peavy said x
_03.__ "They liked 1t, Sem," Feslmedd, "The act nlways
got a hand at the finish..."
EE wasn't the aoi.' Sam said, "It was 'Columbia
Gem of the Ocean', It's out, it's old stuff.I can't use you,"
"But Sem" Peavy seid, "Saml I can spin a ropel I

| —————-
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