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Bud ness and professional women in Exile
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Erike Mamm

In g=Hoor
HHEEW dem FliichtlingBH dis sichyaus den Dilktaturliindsrn komsond »

1ber die Brde ergicsstysind viele Frausn.lis sind melr Prauen unter den
Fliichtlingen,al s dem FProzantsatz exntsprichegdenn nimm man an,dass ,
sugser den sus Rassengriden in Deutschland {und nus such in Italien)
verfolgicnyin der Haupisache die politisch AkTivan es sind,dis wvoa
der Dikatoren die Kerksr=gdor Todasstrafe zu flirghtun lhmbenguad vedenkt
man ferner,wise wenige Jirauen (wiederum prozentual) officiell aktiv poli-
tisch titig warengdamn ilberrascht dies Zahl der weiblichen Zxillerien
durch lihre Grissce.Ucberdias gibl es unter den exillarisu Znaern viele,
die auf Zuroeden ihrer Fraucn die Sgimet wriisssonglUnd fast schsint es,
ales ob die Frauesn in allgewecinen MM HIGEDSHGSN T NS0 -0
PN ENIE] schmeller zu der Erlenntnis gekommen seicn,dess
in der faschistsischen Diktatur zu leben qualvoll und schindlich sei,
als die Minner.dan hat gesagtyfrsuen seien wie Kindar,~ visle vor ihnen
selen "verspielt¥,~ sis stackten voller *Fhantaszicen® und entbehrten
hiufig einer starken und hindenden Beziehung zur Fuslitiit.Daran mag
Wahres seingVielleicht aber is t es gerade diepy= dios ni:xals villig
Geburidencdn an das Jetzt und den Augenblick,dass den Yrousn dic Migliche
keit gegoben hotynich eine Zuluntt vorzusiellen,die mo vollig anders,
80 ginzlich verschieden von dem war,was sich sugenblicklicl. Reelitit nann-
teelin lann,derys~ naimen wir angs seit 0 Jahren =n cin und derselden Unie-
versitit tédtig » t,kenn sich ni ht vorctellenyseien FPlaiz zu wrlasscny-
er kann ez sich auch dann hiufig noch nicht vorastellen,wenn sin hoher
M4 hematiker
*Fihrer" plétzlich von ihm,dem HENHMSIHHINENE w» rlangtser solle sagen

gleich
dass 2 und 2 5 seis Die Frau dagegemmauf Grund ihrer leichtersn Kérperlich
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keit,= auf Grund ihrer Phantanie,die men "verspieli®,~ oder begabt
nenen migey= kamm sich das Verschieders te vorstellen,= sie wurzelt in der
Realjitéit des Augenblicks nicht so unbedingtynicht so erdenschwer,wie der
lgnn.Defiir kenn es sein,dans gewisse mensd 1iche Begriffe,-rewisse
Vorstellungen in ihr tiefer wurzeln,als beim minnlichen Partner,
So ist esyvm ain praktisches Beispiel zu gebanysehr selten vorgekommen,
dass eine "arische"Prau® ihren Menn verliess,well er Jiidisches Blut hatte
uné weil damhdeutmhe Gesetz es also verlungte,Wieviele von den “Arie-
rinnen'si!}'léuéii ibren “anriichfgen® CGatten in die Verbannung gegangen,
als sich von ihm zu trennen, Jo,es geb,bei den melsten von ihien kaum
eine Ueherlegunge "Aber ich liebe ihn doch® o~ das war allesswas oh‘:l.n
Beantwortune dieses "Problems® zy sogen ghbe"Arische" Minner dageg n
haben ihre "nichtarischen® Cattinnen verlassen und zwar Zahllose untsr
ihnenJdiag ssin,dass der l{ann,gﬁ z:;&:-ch -hangteein Recht zu haben
meint,weniger “gafiihlvoll", weniger “verspielt" zu msein,als die Frau,
Uns aber kommt vorsals ob es auf dieser Welt nur 2ine *"Treue" gibe,=-
und als ob also einar,der,~ aus Lerechnungen realistischer Art (“ich verli
re meine Stellungy~ ich mag nicht weg wn dem “rt,an dem ich solange
gelebt habey~ %) einem Menschensden er zu lieben vorzibtydie Treue
brichey~ auch sonst ,« seinen ldealen,seinem Berufe,~-seinem Lande Ee® nii=
ber die wahre Treue nicht kenntee

Vie dem auch sei: unter uns Axilierten sind wiele Fraueneind
unter uns exilferten ¥rawen sind viele "business and professional womene"
oder doch vieleydie,daheim,in Deutschlend,Oesterreich,der Tschechoslowakei
einen Beruf gehabt habensWie nun ergeht es diesen Frauen?Welches sind
hve HERFHHARHHY Note,ihre Hoffnungen?Wie NENANHENE micht es fiir sie aus,
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FProfessional and Business Women in Exile,

Erika Mann
The problem of refugees has become one of the most burning and impor=

tant ones in this world overfull of problems.It has indeed become as
urgent,that ,in July 38 (and that means,even before the "chek erisis*1)
and international conference was called to Zvian in France in order

to discuss,what could be done.It was President Roosevelt who initiated
this meeting,~ and it must be said,that Burope has no reason to be proud,
having left the initiative to an Americans~ to a citizen of a country
which does'nt seem to be as close to the events,that caused emigration,
&s any of the Iuropean countries.

One has got to imagine the fate of the hundereds of thousands of inno-
vent men,women and children who are driven from their homes,without

any money,-without any chances to earn their living (the permission of
doing so not being granted to them in any European country)!One must
Picture the tragedy of people who truely loved their "Vatherland® and
who were sent away,because of some jewish HENHHHNNHY drops in their
bloodsnever even realized by themg before! One myst think of the miserabl
life 1little children are having,- being hunted from one place to ano=
ther,without any regular schodl-education,~ without any safety and home~
like warmth,~- exposed to the cruelties of the exile,- often to starva=-
tion}

As a matter of fact,the problem of emigration has bggn MHEYH an
extremely seriuos,it has been a heartbreaking one,- even before the event:
of this summer and fall,But now,after the destruction of Chechosl wakia,-
and, arzicularily after the recent happenings in Nazi-Cermany,this prob-
lem has got to trohible the heart of egry human being still open to




the misery of the innocent!

The writer of these linesyhaving left Germany in the early
spring 1933 has ever since dealt with the fate of exiles all over the
WorldeShe has heard and seen things of unbelievable dreadfulness; no-
thing,howaver, il was so revolting,so mortally sad,HH and nothing seemed
to be so hopeless,than the lot of thos check and German democratsy,8athoe
lies,Jews,Libaerals,who were driven out of their houses in the Sudeten=-
countries,~ with no place on earth where to stay,if only for a few dayse
I have seen them sleeping,crying and dying on the highways,-with babies
and grandparents,in the cold nights of this eatsern fallel have spoken to
the injured (wofinded by Herrn Kitlers invading crowd$) who were not allowed
to enter any of the check cities,which,already overcrowded,were not able
to accept themyThe check tragedy has added hundereds of thousands refugees
to the problem at stake,

And nowyonly a few weeks after a vietury,which could have softened
Mr. Hitler's heart,a new wave of barbarsime is sweeping Germany,~ & Wwave,
that 's driving prectically all those Jews out of Germany,who,until now,
because of their unpolitical attituds and because of their deep EHENEHE
loyalty towards a country to which they still wanted to belong,~ did
stay under the darkened sky of the Third HelcheAgain it was America,which
as the first country on aarﬂ::::xpraued her sympathy with the victims,and
her indignation about the antihuman attitude of the persecutors,- but
which also took some realistiv stepsyin order to helpeThe Ameriean Ambassa-
dor to Germany,Mr, Wilson,was called home by President Roosevelt,who wane
ted to get some first-hand information about the situation overthere.
But in the meantime the American Ambassador to sngland,lir, Kennedy,already
went into immediate aatign.xe started his negociations with three british
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ministers, ( Chamberlain,Halifax,and MacDonald),the outcome of which,
a8 may be hoped,will decide the fate of not less than 700 000

exlles who might be allowed to settle at some colonidl areas.

There are many women among the exilesj~ HNENYNEGHNETYEFIHEEHENY
Klianany of them have been rich before and suddenly had to start this
new sort of life,with its struggle for the dayly bread.The others
were forced out of their jobs and professions in Germany,Austria,
ItalyyChechoslowakiay,= and are now trying to find themselves some
sort of work,somewhere on earthjmost of them do'mt really mind,wherej-
& friend of mine to whom a little position in Australia was offered,
answered,when she was asked,whether she did'nt think,that Australia was
terrbly far away: "Far?? From where?" The whole trag edy of the homeles:
lays in this simple answer,

(Nowg= GO Gn “eeeeee the fate of the masses is difficult to

(page three,I think!)
deseribe,% etey,~ and go into the example of the woman from Viemnal)




Insert ( page three,as I think,-
following the general remarc about the organixations,that try
to helpt)

There are organisations for christian as well as for jewish
;ﬁééggﬂl,— 1 only XH mention %1 e American Committe for Christian German
Refugees,whose head,lir, Ritchie has done the most wonderful work,=
or the "National council of jewish women",- who are HEEEEHE for the
moment devoting most of their time and resources to the refugee~relief,
IXHENY It is impossible to mention all,or even & great number of
these noble institutioneAnd,according to the true subject of this
article,we shall limit ourselves to describe the work of two organisa-
tions,particularily concerned with business and professional women,
(Wow go on withesee" The International Federation of Business and profese

sional women,= " page 5,-I think!)







