MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Berlin.

Mann, Erika

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



what was once Berlin - a Luropean capital among others - is todey
the most unreal place you could pussibly imaégine. In taking you around
I'd like you to look at Berlin from three angles. WHHN You a:e golng
to see
l.) The clity itself;
2.) Iys German inhabitents;
3+ ) Ige conquerers.
Even realm number one - Berlin'g physical appearance - 18 not easily
pPictured. we nhad known that the place was wrecked and we had seen many
another town in ruins. But never before had we come across such gigantiec
havoc. were 1t nol for & number of landmarks which,thouch partly
demolished,remain recognizablesone might well get lost in the once
familiar streets.The west in particular,the Center and the East have
been turned into & moon landscape of sorts - & sea of destruction,
shoreless and infinite.

Faced by the remnants of the Kaiser wilhelm's Meuorial
GQgﬁkh,jou ldentify Tauntzlen S¢reet and Kurfuerstendamm,the most
fashlonable boulevards of the Wgstle. Pasain? through Brandenburg gate
you behold the famous Upter den Linden. Since thie is the Canal,this
must be Lutzowplaiz. 7,6 waler Smells foul and eweetish. How many
dead may be burfied under these ruines

You see live people aplentye. There are rowe of women,

elderly,most of them,clearing the square of debris,passing the buck
filled with trash and broken bricks. well dressed gentlemen carrying
briefocases climb buselily over small heaps of rubble. german girls on

bleycles smile at Aperican G.I.'s. And & Ryssian soldier,his asiatic

p easant's fage all em les and p ridesconsults his newly "liberated"

wrist watch.




There ies music in the air - an old Prussian tune,gay and militant.
A8 you follow the sound,you approach what must have been a large
apartment house. It is totally destroyed. Tnat anyone should live here
and that he or she should feel like playing & march on & mysteriously
salvaged p lano,1is hard to believe. pérliin is hard to believe. It ia
@ nightmare the like of which has never been dreamed.

What is it that wakes this city so unreal?The ruins

themselves are but the predictable result of months of allied bombing
and weeks of Ryssian shelling. One might say that they are also the
physical expression of a morsl decay without perallel. Tyere is something
very just,something grimly loglcal about the sight of Berlin.

And what about its people? po they fit into the
picture? Do their faces and voices harmonize with the looks of their
clty?

They do not and it 1s this very discrepaney which causes
your nighimare.
Berliners,to begin with,are well clad and on the whole
fairly well fed. They move briskly,talk loudly and do not betray any
-lbaraasement let alone the faintest feeling of guilt, Since H tlur lost

" ke Exeephvsh Zo ;
the war, s of then ” Hitler.ut aekodyde- {4:;, oz,

o tale Exetnls,
EIDW“M% the contrary: yepterday's enemies

a@re hoped to be tomorrow's most generous friends.The westsén allies at
least have been aseigned the task of putiing Berlin back on its feet.
Phey will send food - loads of ity they will help repair what they have
damaged and they will protect Germeny from the Ryeslans.doebbels’

favorite promise hes not even now been discarded and the .average perliner

Joyfully anticipates a bresk in our relations with the Soviets.
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If the latter could be removed from the Scene,all would be wells Fgr,as hl
one Berliner put its The French will hate usy,but the French don'g
counts The Sritieh will ignore us,but that doesn't hurteThe pmoricans,
however,will help ue and that is declsive.

Even now & great deal of fun may be had in Berlin.
cons.dering the small number of inhabitable bulldingg,the aaount
of entertaimment offered is prodigious.Three theaters,a score of caba=
rets and inumereble bars have re-opencd &énd are alvays crowded. Tpere
are concerts and floor showss soon there will be cpera as wells

while only a tiny fraction of the city's 2 750 00C
lnhéhit&ntl (pre war population four mililon and & ﬁblf) can afford
such plessures,the auqjority do 8 nol eeenm o nind, "After 8o much
suffering",they observe,"it is normal that people shouid want o
rolax,"” '

they also say that a lot of walters,barmensausicians and cooks

meke a decent living in these places of entertaimment which lncldentally
serve a8 60 meny centers for the black market.

Bverybody here 1e involved in luleck mnarket
activities,If you apre very rich you figure &8s a stralght buyer.
Otherwise you sell firset and huysfﬁgkn A few clothing coupons are
transfigured into & few thousand merks which way be chenged into a few
pounds of butterpsugar and meate The Hark has been officlally devaluated
and retes at present ten invasion cente. Put domestically its alledged
buying power is that of 41 cents.

lere are @me of the prices p sid at present for

black sarket goodss
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Butter,1000 Marks pro poundj Sugar,l75j3 Coffee,500; Tea,500.
As for American cigarettes,they were priced at 30 Ma ks a pleceywhen our
troops moved in.

"and % _henycan you imagine what happened?" one black
marketeer asked éxasperatedly;‘rhla very afternoon I saw some of your
boys throwing them away for five and eix Narks a plece.while I am sure
thet they won't do it agein,I cannot today offer you more than 10

Marsis a pleca;"

puring the war the black narket was fed from two main
sources. T5 % of the goods were supplied Bkh by the Gestapo,the yehr-
macht and the Forelgn office who wers bartering their Eyropean loot.

Conscisiepl of wnofeelaneol s€ocas Fagnosbheol 6
Theé remaining 2 arman_factories and ware houses.

"And who', I asked,"did the actual selling?"

ﬁFusitivés". I learnedj "slave workera,eacﬁﬁed from
labpur campsj Jéwl,wantad for axtenmina£10n¢ deserters; oriminalsj
a motley erowd; the new underworlds. Many were decent by nature.
But illegality ie exp ensive. It takes the black market to pay for
it. My own black market rent was never less than 1000 Marks & month."

with German trede and industry at a virtual standstill and
European booty no longer available,black market stocke are beglnning
to run low. Goods for mle now were stolen just before the end,when
chaos reigned supreme and looting was the order of the day.
"Decency" ,said my favorite black marketeer, & pale

Belgian youth, "has left éerlin,but perlin doesn't know."

_ "T\ey .don't know;" sald jJohannes R. B;char s Lhe
German poet and pat;ioy who returne& from M9scow in the wake of the

Red Army. "Neither do they realize the magnitude of the disaster that
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Meet Herr Hens Mahle,Intendant of the Berlin radle, who &arrived
nere by parachute in Augus t 1944.After the July 20th attempt on Hitler's
1ife,it was felt in lipecow that the time had com® for a namber of
trained resistance leaders to heat the cerman masses into revolutlonary
action, ok Ryssian=schooled prs. iMnhle was anong Lhose picked for the
Jobe

"1t could have been done",he told me, "had it wot been for the
inertia of our people.”

» ,A_n._ :!0‘.'.'!"’ s L‘,I‘—Aik-l'.’ ”..'C‘ u.- L-l -;q.-:ll‘.-'lh-.l'\.-l‘ L--J-= - -ll D1

"oy entire educational program is based on the
maxim of Cermany's gullt « & maxim,p Ainful Lo many ol our listen re.
They keep writing letters of dlsapproval Lo Lhe nore significant of which
we reply on the alr."

He Bhoved me a number of transcripts. Tne follwoling
vad broadeast on June l6th,1945.

"Berlin callings Q,r 8p scial program 'You ask,ve egfwer'.
Herr Willi Lehmann,metal printer of Neukoolln,Bergs.rasse ﬁa/:ﬁ Urgnda-
ag unjust our assertion that the german workerse are co=-responsible for
the deceds of the Hitler regime. was iL not = he 48k8 = precisely the

workin; eclas=zes who suffered moot ACH~11J in thelr fizht against fascism?
M&&cw«.ﬁ, ééuu 4 %

o8 made by the workers ol
germany in their struggle against the Nezis,we maintéin nevertheless that
the vast mejority felled to ra;ﬂiia papsively they let Hjtler rule and
jubilently they weleomed his military victorlies.

L7 bbuuj s8ay8 Herr Lshmannyhad been robbed of lis leadership and
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"put essentislly”, said Hr. Malke, "your sporoach and ours &re the
games Lt ie ouly the methols that difler, Where ve offer 2 lot of
eatertainment along with our educstlonsl materlal,you re! ain from
suusing your Rhhbobhbpkhikhbhbbh listencrs. And wvhere we have CGermans
talﬁyté geruiansd,you p Wt Americans in charge."

vhie JEE derfinition of the difference batween the L,8slan

attitude towards Gerneny on the one band and the Anglo=American om the
other applies not only to radio shows, Nor is it actually merely the
"pnothods” thet differ. Our original. polliey,as dlstlngulshed from the
ﬁusaian,aasertﬁ:limh .

The Germens have proved thet they cannot govern themmelves. For uhe
tice bélng at least the Germen show must be run by the occupying

phile certain adminlstrative powers may be lent Lo certaln Geraons,
it is up to the allies to gulde the cultural and spiritual life of the
nation. Ae for Gernan polities,there must be none whatevers In the
imericen hhh aswll 28 in the British sgctors prees and raedio sre

in the hands of the respective armies. 0,€ dally newspiper pro city 1s
all that'e ;ranted. hcbual%y the inhacitants of nelghbouring towns are
often given the same papery,if under EBENbbbR different naues. The
selection of foreign,domeectic and local newe it contalns is presented
in an objectivesunpropagendistic way. Owing Lo 1its ;rigin rather bhhh
than to its charccter it is neverthelss eonsidered "Alllied propagenda”
by meny Germens.is for the schools,they have re-opened wheregver

enough pre=Hitler books céula be found to guarentee & de-nz2ziflied hhibhbhi
curriculum. New bookso ndvc not yet been issued end @ven those azong the
.0ld teachers who were fou.d ecceptadle are not entrusted with luprovising
their own teschings.Germans ﬁaJ g0 o cﬁgﬁbh,bub they may not other=

wise gather in public plaoea.ﬁby mey they/form any political groupe or
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