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BERLIN ,

I.

The Berlin picture is couplex anqanvolved. But from the evil smelling haze
that hovers over the ruins two sights emerge in relative clarity: that of
a people  bewalling its cruel fate rather than its criminel past; and that
of a victorious combination of powers,pursuing a common goal by widely
divergent means. ﬁerliq{hey know,is the testing ground. Geruany must be
ruled from heres #nd ability to sgree on germany is the measure of all
inter-ellied cooperation.

When the western ofcuprtion forces moved into Berlin,they
were faced by a number of Russian fait accom.lis which left their coumenders
in a somewhat difficult position. dake this,for instence: according to our
original policy,neitle r theatrical performances nor political activities
were permﬁasible in our zones. But md they actually been forbidden,plessure
seeking,politicelly minaed perliners would have crowded the Hussisn sector
and rathe r le ss than nothing w uld heve been g&ined-“lthough both sides
are bent on a policy of give and teske/ and neither wishes to compete with
the other,the goviets mway be said to enjoy the following sdvanteges:
le) Their presence here nine weeks prior to our arrival.
2+) A long range policy desigmed to make friends,as well as to influence
peoples.
3e) Their hold on a large number of local agent s,Germen communists,who are
certain not we rely to accept,but passionately to promote any Russien proposal.

' While the ped in administration,as set up by the Soviets,was
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fomfed on a broad,democratic,anti-fascist basis,most politicel end educatiopfi-
S Ct2ucial

nal key positions are occupied by trusted courades. Jobs in the
c;ty governuent znd elsewhere are held by well known non-communists.
Thus the Lord Mayor, 63 yeers old Dr. arthur Werner,is a man without a
party. lis seceetary is a social democrates pr. andreas Herues, foTmer
catholic membe r of the Reic hstag ,yinister of Agriculture under the weimar
Republic and la st surviving political ring-leader of the generals' cons iracy
against the "Fuehrer",has been wade commissioner of foodsEVen in the ®Freie
Deutsche Gewerkscheftsbund" (Free gerusn Labour liovement)) all msjar tendencies
will be representeds An Initiating Committee for Greater Yed in hee elready
been Hhhbbd fowmed and 230 000 Berlin workers have applied for admission,
hhbhhh Three of the committee's members (including its acting secretary)
belong to the comwunist pariy; the remaining five (among them its 75 years
old president) serve as proof of its genuinely democratic couposition,

With the Russians occupying the cente r of h erlh:h (Berlin
Mitte) they are in wntrol of the cityrs old administrative district.
Whatever central offices happened to be located in our sectors have been
moved to the horribly battered Soviet zone.

In the interest of a technicelly swmooth performence,as well
as for the sake of inter-allied unity,the gestern Allies ha?#hcrt the
Greater Berlin setup largely intact. Soviet appointed officials in our
areas are neither blindly accepted,nor arbitrarily diswissed.

"We trcat theuw",1 was told by colonel Frank L. Howley,

American (o5 (Military Government) officer of Berlin pistrict HQ,

"as we 'd treat any well recomuended applicent. If,having been duly screcned
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and investigeted,they seem to suit our purposes - nlright. Otle rwise -
out they go."

Berlin is & city of paradoxes end contradictions. While the vsst
me jority of its inhabitents blame anyone but themselves fo their present
plight,a small but highly orgenized and increasingly influential group -
the communists - plead guilty bhhbkhbhbbh, loudly and on every conceivable
point, This is all the mare perplexing,since the Soviets continue to
procclaiu their friendship for the german messes. Hundreds of posters all
over rerlin gquote larshall sStalint's reassuring messages.

"Hitlers come and go," he states, "but nations remain, The Uerman
pation and steate will remain. Qur fight was against Fescism. We have not
come t0 ruin the @ German people.”

The Germn comuunis ts on the other hend hhik make it quite
¢lear that Hitlers don't come,unless the;, are sent for and that they
don't go either,unless the; are removed by force ] ‘the Germsn people a)
gent for,b) feiled to remove,its Hitler and is consequently co-responsible
for all his erimes.

The Berlin radio,though Russian controlled,is run by a Cerman
comununist.All broedeasts are compas ed and delivered by Germans. Here is
a charactengtic sauple:

",eees Many assert today that nothig could have been done. This
is entirely untrue. Never befa e had the nation been so thoroughly armed
a8 in the ;’é‘ﬂ‘ just peste. But although some few courageous sons of our
people have proved that resistence wes possible,em overwhelming me jority

collaboreted until the very lsst. They kept doing so even at a time when

the Nazi machinery of terror hsd becouwe utterly disorgenized ond would
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have collapeed in the face of determired opposition.Look at the Italian
workers of Turin.. at the workers of little Denmark.. at the workers of
while

France who suffered terrible lossesY fighting for their liberation.Nol
We have to confess it,clearly end openly: our people,including the working
classes,willingly permitted themselves to be made Hitler's toolM eeeo”

Similar self-accusations mey be read deily in the Ruscian
controlled,German made Berlin press.gach of the four existing politiesl
parties lssues or is about to issue ;its own newspaper.put the newly
established "United Fromt® in which gommunists snd social Democrates sre
called upon to cooperate with members off the Christian Democratic Union
(the forwer Ccatholic Center party) and the wodemetely rightist Liberal
party (the former Demoerstic perty), is headed b’ﬁﬂarr Wilhelwm Piek,
chairman of the Central committee of the Gerwan Comiunist Party.fREYARNE
Germany's guilt is most persistently stressed in the communist publicstion,

yet ry Berlin psper,
err Plek's influence can be felt in bhahkh Bl

Berlire rs on the wnole are stertled by their press.lior @ they
what they dee <
fail to comuent onyFet onotle r gfpsoet contradiction. While gtelin's
slogans ere friendly,the Red Army's behaviour is stern.private property
has not in principle been disowned,unle ss it belonged to outspoken Nazis.
But inofficially a great deal of "liberating" hes been going on and whetever
trensportable ecquipment ® uld be found in factorie s, laboratories,sirports,
ware houses and schools,hss been officially removed.
As for the Western aAllies,their slogans are far less friendly

than bhhk their deeds. ‘hough tha; prouised the Germens to let them stew

in their own bitter juice,they fe el now responsible for their well-being.

ki
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The 900 000 Berliners in the pritish sector slone ‘receive 1000 tons of
pritish food pro day. Lest year,at the hight of the food shortege in Paris,

the Anglo-Awerican liberators allotted ihe seme daily ghbab quota to

4 yillion Parisians.

il e el e et e ek ek . Bt el Bl

End first articles
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Berlin today is a nightmare the like of which hes new r been dresmed.

Even iis physicel cppearamce is not eecsily pictured. Though slways the
largesti city on the continent,it covered a mere 241 000 Square liles,

as coupared with the 693 000 taken up by London, But months of sllied
bouwbing and weeks of Russian shelling have trensfigured the germen capitel
into & wmoon-landscape that looms ¥Waster than any w"inhabited locality" I
have yel come across. There is something quite incomprehensible about

this sea of deatruc?ion. But those who lira here,look and behave es if
nothing had happeneg?iégqg%::e it elf might well make you shiver,it is
this utter disereponcy which c.uses your nightmere.

Over uncounted thousands of entombed corpses,the opera is
ebout to re-open. Consiacring the small number of inhebitable buildings,
the smount of entertainument ofliered is prodigious. Three theaters,halfl
& dozen cabarets and scores of bars are packed nightly.Khbhh Only a tiny
fraction of Berlin's 3000 000 inhabitents (peace-time populsation sbout
5000 000) ecen afford to participate in the fun; but the rest iiﬁ; not seem
to mind.After so much undeserved sufiering - they say = it is normal that
people should want to relax.They also explain that a lot of welters, barmen,
musicians and cooks meke a decent living in these pleces of entertainment
which incidentelly serve as so many cente rs for the bleck market.

Everybody here is invelved in black market activities.

If you ere very rich,you fi_ure as = straight buyers Otherwise you sell
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first and buy efters A few clothing ecoupons are turneﬁknto a few thousand

Merks which wey be

changed into & few pounds of butier,sugar end mat,

The Mark hes been officially develuated and rates at bebhb present 40 to

the Pound.Here are
But ter, 1000 lNarks

As for
the Western troops

ﬂhnd

soue of the prices paid for bleck market goods:

Pro pound. Sugar, 175, Coffee, 500, Tea, 600.
clgaretties,they were priced at 30 marks a Piece when
moved in,

then,can you imegine what heppeneds® one black marketeer

asked exasperatedly; "this very afternoon soue of your boys were throwing

them away for five

H1
arnd six pyarks a piece,While Y cméﬁuz that they won't

do it again, I cennot today offer you more than 10 Marks a piece."
Since neithe
They are not likely to have done it cgaine I German

nor Hussian llarks will be accepted by any Sritish or American fincnee office;

black msrket geins are prectically valuelessy C>Llept ﬂh- 64:2.@:‘::.5 Jtposes,

During the war the bleck market wes fed from two we=in sources.

15% of the goods were supplied by the gestapo,the Wehrmacht =nd the Foreign

Office who bartered their Luropean loot. The rewe ining 25% consistl#nf

undeclared stocks furnished by germen fectories =nd vare houes,

"And whow,I asked, "did the szctuszl selling?"

"Fugitives",I learned; "slave workers,esceped from lsbour

eampa; Jews,wanted

for extermination; deserters; eriminsls; a motley crowd;

the new undervorlds Meny were d-cent by nature. But illegelity is expensive.

My own blax wuwarket rent was neveﬁleas then 1000 Marks a monthe®

With Gerwan trade :nﬁ&ndustry at a virtual stendstill and

European booty no longer available,blsck market stocks are beginuing to rum

low. Goods for sale now
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bhail either from the occupying aruies,or were stolen just befa e the end;

when chaos ruled suppreme and looting was the order of the daye
& pale Belgian you
"Deceney",seid my favorit e bleck marketeerlt ® Just plain

@rdinery decency has left Serlin; but Berlin doesn't knowe®

"They don't know);®™ said Johennes R« Becher,the geruan
poet and patriot who returned fmo u joscow in the weke of the Red ATruy.
"*Neither do they ®alize the magnitude of the disaster thet has befallen
Germeny,nor do they understand its cesuses." I

"Was the aversge Geruan®,I inquired, Veware of the
erimes committed iu his name?n
He nodded,
"Our peoplev, he suld,"are morally deraildd - civilians
and soldlers alikes I wish 1 could tell you that it was the Waflen 8,8,
on the one hend and & clique of degenerste Junkers on the otlte r, who wurdered
in Hussls.But I've seen the wehrmscht at works Teke this for instance and
teke it for what it is - a typicsl example. The boy in quest ion,a f1 st
lieutenant,well educeted,devoted to his parents, a sentimental ;retle r than
a brutal type,made these two entries into his dlary - made thew,mind you,
on two opposite pages and under the same date.gne was & pcem by Goethe
which he knew by heart and did not wish to forgets The other read as follows:
It's an odd things The first Russian wouan I shot in the back made me tremble,
By now I don't feel right unle ss I shoot ten a day. Every time 1 pull the
trigger, SougiUiNe % §7%sRaR"§EDE-EHEERS) OV W L spine.t
seems almost .

the problem of Yerwan re-education ———~——
insoluble.The children of herlin;whm e schools hhhhhhahhbhhbbl were closed
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for the past two years have returned to their bhhbbhbh ¢lass-rooms,
“Where there are no books" ] was told by Herr Otto yinzer,
43 years old,Hussian trained,coumunist comuissioner Pgéeducation in the
Berlin ity Ebuncil, "entite school classes g _re taken out by their teachers
has

to help clear the streets. And they are toldiwhy this Wé to be donej why
Berlin had to be destroyed; amd why they themselves,the former Hitler
youth,have to dig her out."

"How many yearsr ] asked, "will it tazke to re-model the
Germen mindf ?°

"Our halr",he sald,"mey turn white over the Jobj=nd we
may not even live to see it completeds.pll we know is that it has to be
done and that we are here to do 1teeee”

without~
He stopped,hhblub heving lowered his voice and as if sllenced,
desparatel

suddenly,by the enormity of the teske yis confidence, though Bbeh¥Ehehjzh
jﬁﬂ&%ﬂzy
BbheBBE was that of a wan charged with draining the oceen,

in contrast to both,Pecher and winzer)who follow the comuunist
party line,the average Berliner ceres precious little sLout hbbhbknh German
re-educatione Instead he seeks to educate the Anglo-Americcns with regard to
their Russian Allies, “Yoebbels' favorite prouws e has not even now leen dis-
carded and the people of Berlin Jjoyfully snticipate a bresk in our relations
with Lhe Sovietse.The alleged rape of inum reble Fraeulein's snd Freu's
figures in every conversation, Though 4 have seen few whose wives,sisters,
mothers,cousins ,or aunts had not been assaulted,4 failed to detect even

one of the sctual victims, All the luadies to whom I talked had been luckie r

than any of their female friends and relatives.
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