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In the primevalilDtfmesmBe0, 2 1(ciWefinide the Nurnbere Trials),

L3

I was commissioned one day td4épuddtwo =imple nuestions to the

American,British,French and ‘Soviet delematinns respectively,

The show was scheduled to spen on November the 20th; but rumors

PSR Fiat 3 A - = .| T @AMATIO  AVTY QMDD TTTO 3 & 5 . -
nourished and srread by THE STARS AXD STRIPES had it,that the date

1ould not Possibly be Sinee ,according to the initiated G,I,

paper, the U,3, Frosecution was ready, the clever and suspicious reader

could hardly escape the conclusion that somebody else was not, Henece

sertions straight from the four

-

my edifor's request for binding a

i

e . x % " .
horses! molths, As for his second query,it will be dealt with in due

Do

eourse,

I had been here for a week now - long enough to feel cosily at
home in the pentagonic labyrinth of the Palace of Justice snd presently
to spot the Ameriean spokesman,der British representative and the
authorézed mouthpiece of the Prench Republic, Their names,ranks and fith

house-
were listed in a handy Rdirectory which also gave their room-as well
'

as their telephon-numbers; additional information concerning their shinin?
gpecial functions apreared on small posters fastened to their doors;
their desks,too, were adorned with identifying plaques,

Wnat with 45 minutes of brisk inter-office walking,it took exactly
one hour to conduet the three interviews, Five minutes went to Mr,

Gordon Dean,Press Relations Officer for ¥r, Justice Jackson; three to

Colonel H, Phillimore,Secretfary to the British Delegation; and seven

to ¥, Serge Meyer,FPrench Public Relations Officer, Then the Soviet
ﬂfre?resrntative had to be traced out,
WHile he was not,of course,listed in the house-directory,

it was reasonable to azsume that ﬁf dwelled in one of the harren

3 i e 3
bureaus forming the "Russian Wing", The doors were not numbered th
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those parts and novhenedn, thgs8.8i1ank gasridors apreared the faintest
hint as to who ﬂccu'_"'ieﬁ“v""i_'ﬁ_f--'rﬁr:)ﬁ,,._lfl ’ 4

The first place 1 entéréﬁ ﬁarhared a great many people who
laughed heartilly at my attempts to make myself uriderstood and reacted
altogether in the most friendly fashion, Behind the second door,a high-
ranking offiecer (rossibly a general) was found dietating to his secretary,
When the latter had zrasped the nature of my conecern,there ensued a
rapid and lengthy conversation at the conslusion of which the & i
stepped outside,raised four fingers of one hand and,having counted them

WS ED = e
repeatedly,uy€ the fifth to point to the right, He also said something

vhich sounded like "Voschkov",

1 knocked at the fouirth door to my right,

"}¥r, Toschkov?", I said,approaching a slim figure c¢lad in
eiviliaus and seated behind a large and entirely enptiy desk,

He did not answer,but turned to what proved to be his interpre-
ter,an attractively narrome-eyed girl with high cheek-bones and a fine
cormand of the Bnglish lenguage,

"The gentleman", she said smoothly, "wishes to learn the
purpose of yuur visit,"

I explained, Was I - to begin with = right in assuming that
¥r, Toschkov was authorized to speak for the Soviet prosecution?

¥y inquiry having been duly» transmitted, ¥r, Toscﬁkov looked
me straight into the eyes and said ( or so the girl told me):

"Your name? The name of your paper?"

While surrendering this bit of intelligence ( which the girl
took down in writing) , I decided to take the man's question for an
answer and tn assume that Jehikihhhhhth hi- hekekkihi a2pproximate name was

Voschkov and that he was indeed 2uthorized to speak for the Soviet pro-




secution, What about AiETR R 4% Thte of preparedness,I
inquired; W== the Squéﬁiﬁrqpﬁﬁﬁtioﬁffé%ﬁy?

¥r, Voschkov Sﬁiled._ﬁﬁng:not - he wanted to know - read the
announcements according to which the trials would open on November the
20th %

I had, But this was November the 8th and doubts had been ex=
pressed as to the readiness of one or several of the allied staffs,
Would he,theretor,be kind enough to tell me whether or not the Soviet
prosecution considered themselves ready?

He smiled no longer,

"The trials™, he announced, "will open on November the 20th,"

"Weaning", I suggested helpfully,"that the Soviet prosecution
is ready?"

He talked for quite awhile,accompanying hie remarks with Haiieblik
inmpatient little gestures, What it all boiled down to,was that 1 must
stop complicating matters by arbitrarily interrreting ¥r, Voschkov's
Priefectly Plain answers, He had said that the trials would open on
November the 20th, Were there any more questions?

I said that,having assessed the number of people forming the
Americen,British and French casts,I should like to determine the
numerical strength of the Russian contingent,

This time he countered with a simple "Why?"

"Beczuse", I elucidated, "we wish - somewhat childishly,per-
haps,- to clinen the sum total of personnel necessary to run this
show,or,rather,its legal end, Apart from the %Eurity crowd which is
wholly American, tne U,S, employs some 600 peovnles the 3British confess
to one hundred and fifty and the Frencn to a similar number, NWow,if

let
you'd just A me have the Russian figure,..."

God knows what he said, Though in Russian it seemed an awful
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lot,the English version was scanf; "According to kr, Voscakov the figure

ed fneamr "i-',- oA livid
for vhich I asked wasiofrmigeink@riest, AlloIhat counted and all khgh that
3 A

any reporter should be eager Welsxrdandrt was the fact that the triais would

oDen on November the "’Ot"‘.

It was at this juncture that,in a2 woman- to=-woman way, I sought

-

the assistance of our pleasant-voiced go-between,

" Of course", I remarked reasonably, "the figure doesn't really

matter, It just so happens that we'd like to have it and that

and - ._-*--vlrp-r-\;"lﬂrjr’w.r

else gseemed Tt gee i nint Tmleae arny A rnn rat Ve Maamshlear
o ] iMT, 1 = Yyou n 1 o ) ® NRCNKXOV

to do likewise,reople will say that the Russians have slipred a small

army into Furnbergy; or that they've seen fit to zena but a measly bunch
of men,thus demonstrating their contempt for the International Kilitary
Tribunal ana all it stands for; or - at best - that they simply mean
to annoy tne Democracies by not ielling us anything whatever, Pray,ask
him again a2nd tell him that any figure will do,"

The girl,her head bent,listened attentively,

"I understand", she said,inexplicably saddened,

¥r, Voschkov,too,grew rather decressed upon réceipt of my
message, If only - he said darkly - that figure were of any sipnificance,
he'd gladly oblige,just 2s on snother and more crucial issue he had
spoken with complete frankness; the trials,this must not be lost sight of,

would start Wf November the 20th,

He rose to his feet,

s

"One second,Sir", I said lightly; "how do you spell your name?"

The silence that ensued seemed shoreless like the Sibirian
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« Brentually I ﬁé*neﬂ that Xr, Voschkov attached not importance to
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