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1550 SAN REMO DRIVE
PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIFORNIA
Decomber 10th,19..8

Deay \alter Winchell.

Although we've all accustomed ourselves to
nasty swrprises,the engagement by the Chiecage Symphomny Orchestra
of Frofessor,Staatarat,ultursenator Wilheln Fuchtwaengler comes
as & real shock, You are - I au sure - familiar with the liacstrol's
lagi past, Dvon soy]l wish to make quite certain that you are aware
of all the facts involved.

Pollowing his 1llefated quarrel with Goebbels
in 1933/3l;, Fuechtwaengler gave in - but ecompletely; signed a
deeclaration of loyalty to the "Fuehrer", and from then on served
the rogime to the best of his considerable abilitiess Nor,in doing
80,d1d he 1limit himgelf to the"ordinary" German acts of commission
and omiassion under Hagism, That he never played amnything composed
by & Jew or otherwise "undesirable"j that he dismissed his Jewlsh
masliclans,as well as anyone frowned at by his llinister (Coebbels);
that he abused his baton on the ocecasion of Hitler's birthday at
the NHuernberg "Partei-Tag" ( in 1937 )i all this was just the
usual routine and since he had chosen to stay in the "Third Reiech",
Herr Fuchtwaengler could hardly have helped 1t.The Berlin Fhilhare
monie Societyyincldentally,was unable to pay the exorbitanit fees
which he demanded,and CGoebbels himself had to provide for a
gpeclal fund to keep him happy.

This,too; one might ( though I don't § )
find forgivable, What makes him outstanding in infamy is a mmber
of deeds which he didn't have to do at all and which testify to
the agsidulty with which he sought to oblige his bosses. Thus,he
led the Viemna Fhilharmonic Orchestra when 1t came to celebrating
the "Ansc hluss". He conducted in Prague soon after that eity had
fallen. He performed in Parls and in oeceupled Norway,and,generally
speaking,permitted himself to be made the lazl Reich's number one
cultural propagandist, Dr, Goebbels,when reminded of Fuchtwaengler's
initilal unruliness,replied: "Forget itl The man is far too valuablej
in faectyhe 1s the beat advertiser of cur Kulturl®

In Austria,Puchtwaengler held the position of
"Cultural Envoy"3 his department was referred to,officially, as
"Dienststelle Fuchtwaengler" ( a "Dienststelle" being something
directly comnected with the government); and his offices adjoined
Those of Gauleiter Bueriel,
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