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February 10, 1962

Mr. L. Arnold Welssberger
ieissberger and Frosch
Counselors at Law

120 East S6th Street

New York 22, N. Y.

Dear Wr. Weissberger, -

will you kindly excuse this very tardy reply to the
various letters you addressed to my mother. An uncommon
series of minor misfortunes has caused all that delay.
As you know, my mother has been travelling, whereas I have
been here in Vienna undergoing a rather strenivus cure.
And since I am authorized onece and for all to deal with
all matters concerning our stage-, film- and TV-properties,
it eame about that your interesting suggestions remalned
unanswered for such a prolongued period of time.

Of eourse, you are quite right in your letter of January
5th and our motion picture contract concerning THE MAGIC
MOUNTAIN does not in any way touch on our stage rights with
regard to sald property. All that my mother meant, when she
said "the coapany would be opposed to a dramatization prior
to the picture"” was merely that any failure on Broadway could
do imuesurable harm to the proposed film and that eonsequently,
we should have to know preclsely what Mr. Selznick's plans are.
In our opinion and owing to a great deal of work which has for
years been done on the sereenplay, "THE MAGIC MOUNTAIN", though
particularly promising andattractive in many ways, confronts
the writer of the screenplay with a number of peculiar d4diffi-
culties which are very hard to solve, unless one were ready
to saerifice mich of the book and to present mainly the fasecina-
ting milieu, the beautiful roles and parts of both the tragedy
and the irony of it all. However, compared with the problems
faecing the author of a sereenplay, the intricacles certain to
bewitch the dramatist would appear to be gigantie. There is
much in the very medium of the film which would help to make
a moving picture out of the novel. Generally speaking, my
father has always sald that the film had far more of the eplec
than 1t had of the drama. I cannot but agree with him.

On the other hand, I need hardly say that the very name of
David 0.Selznick offers a high guarantee and convevs eonfi-
dence.
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