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Eriks Mann

118 wast 40th street
Caledonla 5-1000

New York cCity

Harech 5th,1942.

Dear Bob Sherwood:

I en afreid 1'11 have to glve up for the moment
being.A8 thinze stend, I don't have a ch-nce to be of any help or
use,and 1 fee'! too strongly about 2ll matters at stake as to sit
atill,drawing & handesome s2l=ry from the government,sand let it go
gt that.

™e Ternan depertment is fully staffed. Dre
Hoellering is not omly in charge of the daily 15-aminutes-sghow,
he's 2lso responsible far all short wave progsrams 1n as far as they
emenste from the C.T.0. Various sssistsnts are at his dleposal,
The production part ia under the esre of H¥r. Hausman who,on hls part,
is aided by 2 German director.uite obvliously there is no space
left for an additional "sonsultant".Deepite all this 1've tried my
best to contribute whatever knowledge or talent 1 may possess,;and
L6 prove my readiness to work.l've written "reports","outlines",and
"suzrestions” on sndj1've spent hell & night preparing & raws=trans-
lation of Archibald ¥acLeish's play, just because none of the transla-
tors secmed to be aveilable eand beceuse 1 was determined not to refuse
any kind of work.Yet i could nsver help fesling that there wazs no
recl function for me in the pregent setup,in which nobody =_ lincluding
nyself = was abls Lo detect just what my positlion was and wﬁg I was
gupposed to doe.
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1 need not tell you thet thls state of affalirs
is disappointing to ms.For I believed - and still belleve = thet
ny experiences - collected in nine years of propsganda work = might
have enabeled me to be of some help.For instence: 1f only 1 miaind hﬂﬂh
been allowed to see the fTinished seript of "Voicea from America®
before 1t was recorded,to "consult" with those in charge on possible
improvements,and to help with its daily production,I would have felt
my presence at the C.l.0 to be worthwhile.But,as it went,I never saw
the script before it hzd already sone to London,and I never partlcle
pated in 1its production,as a derman director was especislly engaged for
thet ourpose.hnd so I didn't heve a chance.elther as a writer,or as
8 producer,actress,or broadcagter,

The only opportunlbg I was Tinally given had
nothing to do with "Volces from Aneries”,but concerned the short-
wave=-prograns for which L was to write a lew pleces,However,I an too
faniller with the situastion in Ger any and Cerman-occupled countries,
as not to realize the futility of the short wave-enterprise with
rezard to the general German speaking publlcess I've repesatedly
pointed out,there exist only flve groups of people who posecess
short wave recelvers,nanely, ‘2zi-officlals,bls industrielists,
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