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February 26, 1959

Mr. Peter F. Neumeyer
Department of English
University of California
Berkeley U
California

U 8 A

Dear Mr. Neumeyer, -

your "Fragebogen" of February 9th has finally caught up
with me.

Of course, your theme or your "problem" is a very complexe
one and T am afraid that T shan't be able quite to satisflyg
your justified curiousity.

On the whole, it has to be stated that my father always
cherished a great deal of admiration for Enesland and was parti=
cularly fond of that country - a fondness which, muech to his
regret, did not always seem to be reciprocated. Whilst he re-
ceived honorary degrees in both, Nxford and Cambridege and whilst
hier personal appearances in London, as well as his offerings
for the BBC used to meet with the most gratifying sucecess, his
English additions never sold more than ten thousand copies each
(at the most!), nor - with certain exceptions were the British
erities particularly friendly towards him and his efforts. Es-
pecially the lLondon Times appeared to harbour a certain animosity
regarding T.M., and every now and then he was saddened by the
lack of response and understanding which, he felt, he was expo-
sed to in Britain.

Ais admiration for, and fondness of, England,never suffered
from his failure ever to become popular there. As a matter of
tradition - not only German tradition but, more specifically,
Hanseatic tradition, Britain ranged very high in his estimation.
Even as a very young man he had read most that is important in
English literature in German translations, and later on he kept
up with whatever was new and interesting on the Fnglish book-
market.

As for his favourite English writer, T eannot but admit that
he loved Joseph Conrad more than any other Fnglish writing nove-
list. Knowing full well that many an Fnglish eritiec eonsidered
Conrad to have remained a Pole he thought him one of the very
greatest story tellers in the best epic sense whom Fngland ever
produced, ina as far as she produced him.

PR b ibliothek



But then, he was extremely fond of various things litepary
whieh reached him from England. Thus, Duff Cooper's last novel,
OPERATION HEARTBREAK moved him deeply and he kept recommending
the book to each and every foreign publisher to whom he happened
to speak. He liked all that Harold Nicholson ever wrote, he
nuch appreaciated some of FEvelyn Waugh's works:; he thought very
highly of Philipp Toynbee as a literary eritic and by no means
only because Toynbee chanced to like T.M.'s books.

However, as T said before, T feel quite incapable of giving you
a complete picture of the relationship between T.M. and England.
Suffice it to re-state that my father was a great admirer of the
British as a nation and that he knew English literature far better
than the average English writers would know him and his works.

Sincerely yours:
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