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Erika Mann
1550 San Remo Drive
Facif1ie Faltsades, Calif.

Degamber 9, 1949

r, Wo Colston Leigh, President
521 *ifth Avenue
New York 17, Y.Y.

Dear Rill:

Your letter came, of courase, as a severa shoeak,
All the more so, since my recent lecture activities chaneced
to be sinmularly successful. I don't know whather the
HBeraley Tvenling School Forum reported to the Paasifie Coast
Office and whether the latter reported back to vou. At anv
rate, however, I was the "vietim" of a true ovation at the
end of my offering with the result that those in charge
Inguired on the spot if I would be avallable for one or
even two additional appearances early naxt apring. The
game goes for my four-weeks' stay as a "visiting writer"
at Pomona, PRedlands, UCLA sndy Stanfcrﬂ. For vour Information,
T enclose eopy of a few relevint sentences from D=, Toseph
Angell, Yead of the Enmlish Department at Pomona, and
respnsible for the whole profect.

I realize that thines aren't too hot on the
laeture market, and that 1t may be imposaible for vou to
arrange for a profitable eastern and mid-=western tour.
However, if you can't do it, who on earth could? I don't,
in all honesty, feel that T'd bs better off with any nther
ageney which 1s why I'd 1like to ask you the followinr question:
Ton't you want to handle me any more, or i1s it Just that veon
can't "promise" me anything? Thera 1s, you know,‘&pdeciaife
difference between the two propositions. If both,; Pacifie
Coast Office (especielly 1tl), and George Lacher shoulﬂ wi sh
to go on trying thelr best, I should be most willing to do
the same, As 1t must be about equally difficult for vou to
send first-rate "numbers” out to Arizona, California, Oreson,
or the State of Washington, as 1t would be to send me or anv
other "westerner" to the middle-west or easty_in these depreased
times, I should think that a number of engagements pro season
in these parts omght to be "findable" even now, T wonld take
whatever we could get and, as nsual, do my jollvy utmost once
we'd got 1t. Tf, howsever, = for reasons unknown, thoush, pearhapns,
to be puessed, = vou simply want to "drop me", T wished vomu'd savy
80 in s0 many words. These are tourh times, and T'd be sure to
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