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April 3, 1968

Dear Mrs, Lancaster, -

this is - above all - to congratulate you on a
job splendidly done, though indubitgbly most precarious and
difficult, "Portrait of a Failure"” is an extremely moving
hook and - I should think - the fullest account imaginahle
of darling Prian's life and character, Out of m over-abundance
of waterial you have selected and cristallized all that was
esaential. In some cases -~ such as mine - it proved necessary
to hack awsy at the original sequence on account of the
chronology of the whole, This was a hit unlucky for the
respective authors but I am sure it could not hev heen helped.

There is, however, one small error which I feel I had
better mentioned, Persomally, I wonldn't have the tiniest
objection, It's only that I am afraid the error in question
might play havocwith the studies of many a Thomas Mann scholar
in the Anglosaxon sphere, Those poor acholars have accustomed
themselves to the — correct! — thought that Thomas Mann never had
one drop of Jewish hlood, And now "Portrait of a Failure"
(pg. 323) says as follows: "His (Klaus Mann's) sister, Frika
Mann, had started her Peppermill satirical cabaret venture,
whre she did a bit of everything as well as bheing master of
ceremonied, Surprisingly enough the Nazi theatre critica were
in the habit of praising her as 'the embodiment of sturdy Germaniec
humour, ignoring the fact that she was Jewish and pasdionately
anti-Fasc ist to hoot",

Obviocusly, Whoever copied that hit from Klaus' "The Turning
Point" got his or her sentences mixed up and quoted something
which was meant to describe the"Peppermills star Therese liehse
with something meant to deaerihe poor little me, Therese Giehse
was - and is - indeed full of quasi "staurdy Germanie humour"
and Jewish to hoot, and the Nazis did mistake her for a "Blut
and Doden actress”,

I have no idea, whether or not = and if so, where and how
this funny little mistake could or should be corrected. Nor do
I mind, I just thought I had better bring it to xour attention.
Perhaps you might tell some critie just to mention it in half
a sentence. Perhaps - on the other hand - we might better forget

Another question is infinitely more important to me, Up to new
I had believed in an entirely diffarent version as to Sam's death,

Are you guite certain that Sam died exneﬁ&”h mldtwmm‘
L
an:h ﬁon,;t‘ﬂdrt“‘taP{iT“hﬂdI$E§=£t§31y heard, Hrinn Sam had
had one of their vilbent fights; rian bhad hit Sam with a bottle
or something, Sam had subsequently died = three days later - and
only then had Drian killed himself. I should be only too happy if
the tragic story as contained in "Portrait" were definitely true.
Yours cordially,

Tnanks again.




