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Erika Vann
1550 2an Femo Drive
Pagifie Falisades, Culif,

January 11, 1980

¥r, Victor Jacobs

Galef & Jacoba Law Offices
22 Easat 40th Street

New York 16, W,Y.

Daar ¥r. Jacobs:

"nelosed pleasa find my check for *116.58,
T am ashamed of this deleyed pavment, and I am also ashamed
that 1t won't do more than cover your expenses. As soon as =
from soureces not as yet dreamed up - more money will come
pouring in, I'1ll send some more., (Flease note that, as
customary, the corresponding check in question is only now
beinzg sent to my Wew York bank,"and that therefore your check

18 onee again post-dated).

Re: The Bottle of tha Citizenship, T ragret
to state, that my patience - as 11'l old Hitler used to say -
13 now exhsusted, Def., And all the more def., since the
atep on which I reported to you some time ago failed to get me
any result whatsver, As I told you, Dr, Manfred Gesorge, sditor
of the falrly influential "Aufbau" intended to heat some congress
man (I think, Jawitz of New York) into decisive action, PRefore
doing so, and being =n extremely cautious gentleman, Dr, Georee
got in toueh with FRobert M,¥, Fempner (112 Lansdowne Court,
Lansdowne, Fenn., telephone Madison 36342), a former prosecntion
lawyer at the ¥umernberg trials who is said to know his Washington
ropss and probably does know 2ome of them, W¥r, Xempner also
¥nows me, and has thersefore been kind enough to "look into 1t a
11ttle, 30 far as I am in a position to these days". Mr, ¥empner
sontimies: " The things seemed to me rather eompliecated, anA T
have the impreasion a lot has to be done, The most important
point 1a to elear vourself from obvious falsifications, but for
~this purpose 1t 1s necessary for'you to have some official information
about the reluctance to do something for you., I don't know whetwar
yon have some legal advisor who has experience in governmental
matters in Washington..." (¥r. Kempner's nelish 1s strictly his
own)

Needless, almost, to say, Dr, George, though
he has lnown me very well for more than 20 years, oconsequently
refrained from bothering with dear old Jawitz. Since "a lot"
has to be done, he wouldn't wish to trouble one of his more




influential acqualntances.

ir. Kempner who knows me only casuslly then susreats
that T get in touch with Telford Taylor (law ™ ym FPaul, ¥k "elss,
61 Broadway, Yew York), the former general and chief war erimes
prosaecutor in Nuernberg whom I seem to have met in his ™uernberg
office.

I need hardly assure you that I have complete
confidence In you and would nct dream Xaxzpmrazshxkim of approache
ing ¥r. Taylor. However, no matter how sarious the "encasoment
of fear" of which you wrote me may be, we cannot under anv cireum-
stances let matters slide any longer. This jolly investigation
has been going on for more than three vears now, That's quite
enough, and it has cost me aquite a lot « in money, nerves, and
preatige. Ny "consclence" 1is clearer than any whistle: there
is nothing I have to hide, no aguestion that T would not cheerfully
anawer - and answer to the satisfaction of even the moat 1d1ntile
auestioner; any number of honest, sager, distineuiashed =itneassas
are at my diaposal; and, in short, T beg of you to. pet this thine
rolng with the utmost dispateh and urcenev.

Vot only may I have to go to Turope in the sarly
spring, my father's plans are also involved., Since he has an
aversion to change continents 9xeept 1n my company, he eéannot
at present take any decision congeming a pronosed trip to
Switzerland and elsewhere over there, T am asure T don't have
to go into further detalls regardinz our house here and the
problems at stake if we go. Nor do I have to axplain to you
how I feel as a virtual prisonsr in this country and one whose
lot so damagingly effects that of others,

"hile you have naver indligated to me fust what
the trouble was, I suppose you have a good enough Ineling
of 1ts nature., Both from what you intimated occasinnally and
what Kempner's letter seems to imply T gather that T am conaldered,
shall we say, politically unreliasble, perhans even actually or
potentially suowersive,  Well, I am not, This letter - "a
privileged communication” (how am T doing?) 1s completely sincere.
As my lawyver, you have a right to know how matters stand, and T
assure you that I am innoeent of any and all erimes that T may
be suspected of. Thy don't we mo to Washinpgton and fight 1+ out?
Thy,don't you discuss my affalr with those in charge on the ~caadon
of your next routine visit, ammounocing that I am determined *o
gat a 11ttle justiee, but faast, and that anyone who thinks it an
1denl solution to have the case pending for another two 6r three
vears, = or for any length of time - will find himself "o be
grievously mistaken., As long as T wes still able at least %o
obtain a re-entry permit whenaver I needed 1t, T didn't care as
bitterly as I do now. “hich does not mesn that I haven't been
morally outrsged for a very long time,and that T am not now
completely fed up.

Spibliothels




My father, too, is sick and tired of it all, and mors
than willing to do whatever you may consider useful, ¥He might
write either to Mr. Acheson or to President Truman or any other
demi-Cod or -Goddess: he might write an exoeodingly polite letter
or a faintly threatening one, ealling things by their true and
dispusting names, and promising to publish the letter 1n auaation:
or he might do nothing of the kind. Just let me lmow what vou
suggest,

As 1t stands, T could not in the long run remain in
a country where I am not welecome; nor would my father wish to
remain in any such place, devoted though he 1s to the ™nited
States, Wy own devotion to the nation with whose armed forces
T chose to undergo & eonsiderable bit of discomfort should reguire
no commentary, ¥ven so, T enclose copy of mv letter to Dr, Neorms
which, for the proapective benefit of Fepresentative Jawits -
stresses this partienlar point,

And that, I believe, 1s all. Just to sum 1t up:
LBT'S WOVE NOW, - I cannot frankly imacine that aven In thase
-hysterlieal times anyone like myself should be so badly Ininred
without any justice. :

Kindgat regards

23 aver yours very cordially

Erika Mann.,

F.S. Perhgps, to make this latter a complete statement of
all relevant facts, I should wention thet I have of late
experienced severe professiondl difficulties. "hile, even
three years apo, I was the mast sought for professional
woman lecturer, my "market"™ has been shrinking eontinualivy,
And although - even now - I chmneed to be astonishinglv
successful vherever I went and thus constituted - still -

8 bright feather #n my agent's cap, the latter gaw fit to
fire mé., 1 have no doubt that this has been done under
pressure. . 0f course, T do not, and comld not possibly, denv
that I have often eriticized American foraign policies, hoth
in Germany and 1n geaneral, but whatever T have done or gald
was done and gald 1n publie, which leavas those above us
nothing to investigate., I Aon't know any reds, don't belong
to any leftist organization, don't - exeept for the American
War Correspondenss Assosiation - belong to any group or body
whatever, and just wonder how those Investigators of mine are
making a living,




Erika ¥ann
1550 San Remo Trive
Pacifie Palisades, Calif,

January 11, 1950

ir., Vietor Jacobs

falef & Jacobs Law Offices
22 Egat 40th Street

Wew York 16, W.Y,.

Near Yr. Jacobs:

"nelosed pleass T™nd my check for *115,.58,
T am ashamed of this delaved paymeant, and T am alaso ashamed
that 1t won't do0 more than cover your expenses, As soon asg =
from soureces not as yet dresmed up - more monev will come
pouring in, I'1l1l send some wmore, (Flease note that, as
customary, the cor-esponding ohsck In question 1s only now
being sent to my Few York bank, snd that tharefore vyour check
13 once again post-dated).

Re: The B.ttle of the Citizenship, T rearet
to state, that my patisnce - as 11'1 old Hitler used to say -
is s exhausted. Def. And all the more def., since the
step on which I reported to you some time ago failed to get me
any result whatever, As I - told you, 'r. Vanfred George, editor
of the falrly influentlal "Aufbau", Intended to heat some eongress
man (I think, Jawitz of New York) into decisive action, Refore
doing so, and being an extremely cauntious pentleman, Pr. Georese
got in touch with Fobert ¥.". Fempner (112 Tansdowne Court,
Landdowne, Fenn.,, telephone Wadison 36342), a former prosecntion
lawyer at the Muernberg trials who 13 sald to know his "ashington
ronesiand probably does know *ome of them, r, ¥empner also
knows me, and has therefore been kind enough to "ook into 1t a
11ttle, so far as T am in a position to these days", ¥r, Fampner
gontinues: " The things seemed %o me rather eomplicated, and T
have the impreasion a lot has to be done. The most 1wnortant
point 13 to clear yourself from obvious falsifiecations, but for
this purpose 1t 1s necessary for vyou to have some official iInformation
about the reluctance to do somethinec for you, I don't imow whetwer
you have some legal advisor who has experience in sovermmantal
matters 1h VashinFton..." (¥r. Fempner's "nelish is st-fetlv hia
own)

eedless, almost, to say, Dr, George, though
he has known me very well for more than 20 vears, consemuently
refrained from bothering with dear old Jawitz. Since "a lot"
has to be done, he wouldn't wish to trouble one of his more

Spibliothels




influential aequaintances.

dr., Kempner who knows me only casually then sugrests
that T get In touch with Telford Taylor (law fimm Paul, ¥kx Weias,
6l Broadway, New York), the former general and ehief war erimes
prosecutor in Nuernberg whom I seem to have met In his Yuernbere
office,

I need hardly assure you that I have complete
eonfidence in you and would not dream kaxxparaxskxhix of approagh-
ing ¥r. Taylor. However, no matter how serious the "encasement
of fear" of whiech you wrote me may be, we cannot under anv ofreum-
stances let matters slide any longer. This Jjolly investigation
has been going on for more than three ypars now. That's guita
enough, and 1t has cost me quite .53Ei§§ in money, nerves, and
prestige, My "consclence" 1s clearer than any whistle: thers
is nothing I have to hide, no question that T would not chearfully
answer - and answer to the satisfaction of even the moat 1dintie
ouestioner; any number of honest, aager, diastincuished witneases
are at my dlsposal; and, in short, T bes of vou to gat thias thine
roing with the utmost dispateh and urcenesv.

ot only may I bave to go to Turope in the early
spring, my father's plans are also involved. Sines he haa an
aversion to nhanu.iuontinentu €538pt In my company, he cannot

at present take any decision concerning a pronosed trip to
Switzerland and elsewhere over there. T am sure I don't have
to go into further details regardinz our honse hare and the
problems at atake 1T we go, WNor do°'I have to explain to vou
how I feel as a virtual prisoner in this country and one whose
lot so damagingly affects that of others,

While you have never indlcated to me fust what
the trouble was, I suppose you have a good enough Inkling
of 1ts nature, Both from what you intimated occasionally and
what Kempner's letter seems to imply T gather that I am considered,
shall we say, politically unreliable, perhans aven actunally or
potentially subwersive. Well, I am not, This letter - "a
privileged communication"” (how am I doing?) 1s completely sincere.
As my lawver, you have a right to know how matters stand, and T
assure you that I am innoeent of any and all erimes that T mav
be suspected of., Why don't we po to Washington and ficht 1+ out?
"hyydon't you discuss my affalr with those in charge on the nseadon
of your next routine visit, anmouncing that I am determined to
gat a 1ittle juastice, but fast, and that anyone who thinks 1t an
i1deal solnution to have the case pending for another two or three
years, - or for any length of time - will find himsslf *o be
grievously mistaken, As long as T wes still able at least to
obtain a re-entry permit whenaver I needed 1t, T Ad1dn't care as
bitterly as I do now, Whigh does not mean that T haven't heen
morally outraged for a very long time,and that T am not now
compleately fed up,




My father, too, 13 sick and tired of 1t alla anf,mgra
than willing to do whatewver you may consider useful. _q"mo;zé“
write either to Mr. Acheson or to Fresidsnt Trumsn or a?é 1”ffer
demi-GCod or =Goddess; he might write an exceedinrly rolita aé
or a faintly threatening one, calling th%ngshbv thelr $rua aannn.
disgusting names, and promising to puEl1ah the letter In :uqs 3
or he might do nothing of the kind, Jusat let me Imow what you

suggest,

s'r“'l"' J'/
Z

T conld not in the long ™m “$w312 n
& s d my father wish to
vshere T am not waleome: nor woul
3ﬂ:§¥2t51 any such place, devoted though he 1s to the "nlteﬁ
Q£9*95 ¥y own devotion to the nation with whose armed forces "
% oﬁnu; to undergo a epnsideradble bit of ﬂtscoT’?:t srowld w:q:“;:
B . f my letter to ™r, Oa
commenta ven 8o, 1 enclose cﬁr: o)
::1¢h, for :g; prospective benefit of Fepresentative Jawitz -
stresses this psrticular point.

o oxgens

e P

And that, I believe, 13 all, Just to sum it up:
LRT'S MOVE NOW, - I'cannot frankly imagine that aven in these

hould be so0 badly Infured
bysterical times anyone m'f 8 d be
v{thout any fustice. 6f tounse, D'cl be -ﬁ"ﬁ.'&j‘ bo @ Cone

Lo J/a-‘i‘:'d-slm, .‘f nece ssavy .

Kindest rapards

wfegic

*f lle biaos

as ever yours verv cordially

Frika Mamn.

P«S. Perhgps, to make this lotter a complete *tatement of
all relevant facts, I should mention that T have of late

_ experienced severe professional difficulties.” "hile, even

" three years ago, I was the most sought for professional »
woman leécturer, my "market" has been shrinking continuallv,
And slthough - even now - I chaneced to be astonishingly
successful wherever T wentiand thus constituted - still -
a bright feather &n my agent's eap, the latter saw 1t to
fire me. 7 have no doubt thet this has bean done undar
pressure. Of ecourse, T do not, and conld not possivly, deny
that I have often eriticized Amerisan fore!en polictes, bothitﬂgwuﬂﬁf
$ Cormany and in general, but whatever T have done or satd
was done and said in publie, which leavas those above us yiéd
gothing to investigate. T don't know any reds, don't belone
to any leftist organization, don't - exeopt for the American
War Correspondengs Assoclation - belones to any zroup or bhody
whatever, and just wonder how ‘hose investigators of mine are
making a living.

[* FEAR 0w e pang
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