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13. Septew pu (157

Mr. John Farrar

Farrar, 8traus and Cudshy Tne. Publishers
101 Fifth Avenue

Hew York 3, N.Y.

Dear John,-

W I am not supersti §1ous but ecertain letters have a way of
anouncing themselves in such a manner that -sne feels com-
pelled to write to the sender regarding the matters at stake
rrecisely one day bafore his letter arrives - and most pro=-
bably, because in some on- or subeonscious layng of the mind
one 1s secretely aware of the fact that what one 1s asking
for 13 about to be recelved. Thus, thers must have been a
certain conneetion between my writing to you yesterday and
the reception of your letter today. Even so, please forglve
me for havinz been - appearently, at least - lmpatient. It
was just that T was really curious about the impression
THE LAST YEAR made in the US - and also about the fate of my
juveniles.

Asfor the latter, T can gqulte uhderstand that HenryZ.
Waleck conslider THE CHORISTERS!' CAKE to be competitive, in as
far as "the similarity™of settings and of ineidental infor-
mation would operate against" my boy singers. On the other
hand 1 do not quite see why DTE ZUGVORGEL should be so 4iffis
cult to transleaste. What Miss Jaeger ealls "burschikos" would
solely =pply to the character of "Ralph" ., and he 1s a type
off boy wellknown in all ereat eities, and if, in Fnglish, he
should be speakine like a New York street urehin, no damage
whatsoever ecpuld possibly be done. For the rest, my boy sin-
zers are anything but "bursehikos”: on the contrary = they
have, most of them, and in partfcular the two heroes, "Till"
and "Bastlian" a definite leanine towards the romantie which
doesn't seem all too far fetched considering the fact that
they are desd ing in and with musie.

Well, let's hope, Bodd may prove to be more interested
than was mood old Walek|

On the whole I have been very pleased with the Amerilican
Reviews of THE LAST YEAR. Knowing how mych any hero-worship-
plng or whatever might be felt as such is despised in your
falr country, it is most gratifying that the Ameriecan press
forgave me for not calling my father a pompous imposter. Thils
i1s not meant to sound bitter or resentful. In certaln ways,
1t is a very sound instinet on the part »f the Amerlean
eritices not to permit anyone writer, directer or what the ca-
se may be to be praised beyond sll limits. But then, 1t had
never been my intention "to praise" my late father at all.

88 ibliothek /
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