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13. Dezembar 1957

Dear John,=-

according to my private time-table it must be about
a handred and two vears since we heard of each other.
Whether 1t was myself who - a hundred and twe years ago -
failed to answer your last communication or whether no
sueh communication was ever recelved, I do not know. At
any rate, however, it i1s my secret conviction that I owe
the emceptance of my small book, "The Last Year" to your
friendly infl uence. All the more sorry do I feel, that no
personal contaet has since been re-established between us.
How may you have been in all that eternity 7 As a matter of
faet, I hadn't even known that Farrar and Rinehardt had
ceased to exlst and that Farrar and Straus had taken their
place. Vhile still In falifornia I was gquite ignorant enough
of "eastern" affairs. RBut ever sinece that silly bit of an
ocean has onee agaln come to separate me from my Ameriecan
friends I am as vold of knowledge as g baby-dog. All of whieh,
I am afrald, speaks severely agalunst my poor unlearned self.

Tven 8o I deem 1t somewvhat strange, if not unnatural that
a book of mine, albsit but a booklet, should be about to be
published by your firam whilst yéu and I continue to be &

{==n ' éstranged - if only in time and not in essenee. Also, 1t is
\&lanlol ——eor proctical Teasons that I seedl thiak it wise 1f we
./ corresponded directly rather tham weee the Joan Davies Ageney
&ffﬁ’ or (and) the £. Pischer Fublishing Company.

Have you as yet declded »n any publishing date for "The
Last Year" 7 As T understand from the Joan Davies people,
you should like to have an aedditional number of sultable
photos. For the past few weeks T have been mathering just such
a number but should love to have the page-proof so as to be
able to fit the piectures Into exactly the spaces where they
, ~{belong. To do this would be extremely difficult for anyone
%ﬁ +S but mysell, since there éfﬁ'lafs‘ﬁrﬁaqaq?ﬁéna where a parti-
eular photo might be serviesable although nobody but the auther
could possibly know just where to look. So,should the page-
proof be avallable by now, would ysu not be kind enough to let
me have a set by yehtmrn mail ? I should then mark pictures as
well as pages, no misunderstanding could possibly ensue and
we should all be happy.

Aw Qevs'v: « 1f 1t all feasible - dear *John, and let me hope
our common enterprise may enjoy a méﬁura of success. And plaase
% {;;I _—do tall me ALfPea—minor faets about 'yourself. Honestly: 1;r
( long been a saddening m s+eiy to me that you so coﬂplataly Iiﬂ
disappeared from my 1if

Yours as &ver cordlally




