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Erike #ann
New York City
April 4th,1941

Dearest John,=-
the following is a resumme of the queationa{i’ﬂet

<ﬂuring the discussions following my lecturest
HHY Most of the questions are either Nazi-or-communist@inspired,
It is interesting to note that the training exercised by both the
Nazi-and communist leaders and the simple slogans put at the disposal
of their followers are anabeling those followwers to be much moere
articulate and definite as are our demoeratie friends,
I.) "Nazi"=questions:

1)Isn't it true that the treaty of Veraailles creafted Hitler?

2)Isn®™ it strange that we shéuld attack Hitker all the time while
neglecting Stelin who is the true enemy of western elvilisation?

3)I certiahly don't like Hitler nor aryf dictatorship,- but isn't it true
that he has unified the Germans,that he got rid of unemployement,and
that the Germans are happy today,because,at least,they are fishting

for an idea?
4) If demoermcy was not completely rotten on the nnntinont.- how do you

explnin Hitler's amnzing vietories,- particiilarily over France? And if

it wne rotten why shouldn't enother form of governement HH and of New
Buropean order be given a chance,~ especially since obviously n othing ean
be done to prevent 1t from coming anyway?

II

Communist questions:

If England is a true demoeracy,- I WHH how do you explain her accepting

Greece as an ally ,- Greece bein~ a dietatorship,- and her coopersion




-
with South-Afrieaf,=- South-Africa being the birth-place of slavery?
2.) How about Ireland?
3.) (llost persistantly asked,of course) How about India?
L.) How abo 't the dayly Workersbeinn forbidden in ’ngland,- if,-asyou
say,~there still exists freedom of the press over there?
5,) How about Halifax and Captain Margesson? Why doesn't Chuechill
finish those tories once and for all,- if he is serious about his
cooperation with labour?
6,)How about air-rald-shleter-conditions over there? Isn't it true thaet
the prohlmen has been neglected by the capitelist governem nt,-in a
eriminal way and that,= while the rich ones are dining and daneing in
the deep-shelter=bars of the Ritz and the Dorchester,the poor haveno
place to go to?
7.) Are not both,capitalist Lngland and capitalist Amcrica thinking of
appeasing the fgniats ? If the were not,= why ulse should they send

0il to Franco=-Spain an@ food to Vichy=Trance? And all sorts of things
to Japan?
8,) Isn_8 it true thet this war could have been avoided,=- or won speedily,=
if England and FPpance hadn't sabotaged the treaty with Sowjet-Ruseia?
And so forth aend so on. ;
III.) "genuine™ questionss
Isn't Englang going to repeat "Veraallles"?
2.) Arentt we going to be chented agnin?
3,) Should we go into this war,unless we know exactly what we would be
fighting for?wWhy are not any war-aims belng made kmown?
44) Is there going to be a revolution in Germany?
5,) If there is noY revolution,how da you expect democracy to win without

our send 1g troups over?




g

6s) Is'nt ther a chance of Mitler's stopping eftep the conquest of

England and shouldn't we take that chance,~ as,by then,we would be
fully armed and would be able to defend ourselves far better than we
would be at present?
eonsidering

7+) Is there any hope for the consolidation of furope HHANM the stéte of

because of this state of mind,it should be
minf German youth finds itself in?And,if MM is necessary to "police™
Germeny one way or antother,will not the resction be another War,- very
soon?
8e) Neither England and Ameriea,- in fact no eristin country,or demoernoy
are "good" enough to take the lead in any new world-order, HHHHEH Oughtn't
we,Tirst of all,try to improve conditions at home,before assuming the
right to tell others what to do?
And so forth and so on,
In my opinion even these "genuine" questions,= that is to say these
questions whieh are honestly concerned with the problmen they are asking
about and who do not,- as do the Nazi-and com vnist-inopired quesfioneers
abuse existing ppoblmes in which they ar:e;é%yinterested for the purpose
of harming the & moeratie cause,= well,-even these "genuine" questions,then,
are not completely "genuine".,That is to eay:thore who are asking them,=
are seekinz refuge in all sorts of problems and diffieulties KEHHE they
expect to ereep un the day after tonorrow,~ because they do not want

acute
Lo fece today's HEHR troubles ,Thev are using the diffieulties of the

day after tomorrow in order to eseape today's tasks and they say in so
many words,- i"since things are bound to be terribly difficult,after
the coming vietory of demoeraey,~ why should we try to bring that vietory

about?Unless you,liiss dann,nare will ng to guarsntee us the ideal solution
"‘-'-_‘-i—--—-—--____.
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for the day-after-tomorrow,= we do not real.y desire to do very much
today and tomorrow, For if we want a difficult situation,we may as well
just go on with our life and business as usual,and wvait and see,

As we all know,their sympathy is with England,= or,rather,
they want England to win,- for very few American like England at all,
But they do not yet believe HHHN Englandacﬂuﬂe and their own to be
identical and the slogan "ald for Britain"® 4is still being taken to
litteraly; we are still "help'ng England" good souls that we are,=
ite is not yet "our war®™ and it is still very disputable whether it
ever will be.

0f course there are dozens of things I could add,- and
what I have said so far will not be new to you.But T think it is o
pretty typienl eroso=-gection of what is being saked, I am pllways amazed
about one thing: namely about the fact that nobody seems 1o feel at
all embarrassed about MHHHMHAMAHH Englend's "fighting for all of us",
It is generally admitted that she is fighting for nll of us,- and we

cheer and applaud,while joyfully admitting MK it., Tt always seems to me

that,from a simple human point of view, it

should HHEHMH ecrente a certanin embarassement

that this strong and heslthy nation over here refuses to Tight and

particularily young people should feel a trifle ashamed,- once in a

while. They do not by any means . While the lack of soldierly pride and

the resigned desire for security and nothing but security in France was

quite

¥ neatural ARAHMMMAEDNNE there,- while France ,with her population
corrupt J

rapldly declining,with her tired,ov roivilzed,and besides white=bled

0
bourgoisie was sitting on her 1ittle prperty without any embitions

for the future, HHHIEMAOED] while all thores "rentiers™ who
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