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Erika Mann
Kilehberg/Ziirich,
April 26th,1955

Dear !r. Evans.

I am afraid I owe you an apology for this belated
reply.But,as you will see,we did write to Knopf on your
behalf,and - for the moment,at least = the result was dlscoura=-
ging. :

There 1s not,however,any particular hurry about the Swindler
play idea.Although a nuunber of serious German firms are wanting
to buy the moving plcture rights,there has never been a question
of our selling anything that would ineclude the rights to
produce either a play or a film in English.And since no
producer = BEritish or American - would want to make an of fer
before having read the book in his native tongue,time would not
as yet seem of the essence.

Even so,it would,of course,be a great pleaasure for all of us
to diseuss the project with you.But then,we shall have to leave
Zuerich on May 5th so that May 3rd and lLth are practically "gone"=-
what with all sorts of appointments and preparations for the
trip,e lecture tour on the occasion for the 1E0Oth return
of the day of Schiller's death.

I wonder how long you are going to stay in Europe and whhéher
it might not be possible for you to see us some time round June
1.7 Personally,I expect to be back on or about May 20th,whllst
my parents won't arrive before the very end of May.

No,the contents of the se cond volume are not "sceret".As
long, though,2s that volume remains non-existent,its future
author should not wish to commit himself even to his own
fancies.

With every good wish

yours very sinecerely

P.S. Never mind what Knopf says about the necessity to
engage theservices of an agentjthat 1s a question of secondary
imprtance and will be looked into at the proper time.
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