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Erika Mann

August 27th,19%48,

Dearest Duff,

Shame and seandal on mel And not as if I were
able to explain,let slone to justify my ugly silence, Of
course there were reasons, 48 you may have read,Klaus -
my olosest brother tried to do away with himself which was
not only a nasty shock but also involved a great deal of
time devouring trouble,There was not inoidentslly an- "motive” «
Just general degout and sadness, /ell.ee

Begldes ,my father's house was invaded by counte
les children,in-laws,and grand children who keep oecupylng my
room 80 that I have been living with varving friends; and
every time I move a whole day has to be written off,Also
there have bheecn several suprise engagements -« in partioculsr one
by "imeriea's Town leeting of the Alr" whioh compelled me
to do a lot of research and to fly sbout like Count Bernadotte
( does he not in truth remind one a horrid deal of delioclous
old Runoiman?),The "Town" thing tumped out %o be far the
most amusing arfalr T ever participated in ( in this fileld).
The broadeast reaches bhetween 10 and 20 Million people but
you address a live 4000 in the audience,too,It 18 a rounde
table sort of venture with two speskers defending the po-
pular majority opinion on any given subject, and one
contradiecting them gontinuelly aend as militantly as poesible,

A man called Buthher ( and not quite by mistake,either) who ¥ .
was "Ike's" personal aild throughout the war waes my main sdversary
but your ( or Cambbridge's) owm Dr, Frogen  Professor of
Political Soience) g:aved more dsngerous,Ve cuarreled madly
about the Perlin orisis, end despite the sulcidally unpleasing
character of my views,I harvested more "cuestions~ ( from

the audience) than asd the two others together « whioch,as

you know,meant vietory,0f the very many letters whieh I kesp
receiving, exeatly 50% are sbusive,I enclose a eopy of

my reply %n the latter « for I oconsider this kind of resction

to be rather an invention,fit to anger our enemies substantially

Notwithattnding my prolonged failure to say so,
Iwes v gled to get your letter. You wanthA me to "like
our artétles and to love you", Dut I cenno deny that Ahnhn

léke some of your articles largely because I love you,

(oghers,of oourse,I like,because I like them,)I am,however,
quite certain that muoh depends on where and for whose benefit
a plece is being written, and that if you lived in Auerica,
you'd write differently, I agree with virtually all that you
say in your letter and with much of what you s 1d to the erowis,




Y
These beinz English, I suppose the won't misunderstand your
lese econwitdingz ( te mel) etetements,either,

Have you begun to write one of those two books? You ought
to,you kmow, In oese there is no war on next summer,l shall
be ecoming to Purope,and = if you let me - pay you a visit,
It is then thet I hope to be given at least three fourths of
the manuscript,

Much love,

A8 I should not wish you to despise me, I hasten to add that

I 444 not advooate"our"lesving Berlin now when we've gade

such en idiotie issue of it,21l1l I said was that it was the
Jestern powers and not the Russisns who,by declering their
intention to establish an inddpendent Wetbern German state
with Frenlcfurt as 1ts eapital renounced the notion of one
Germany soverned by the Allied Control Council at Ferling

and that with the Four Power Covermment "out®, we hed no longer
any legitimate business in the Soviet Zone, If we insisted

on staying whioh perhsps we had now better do,the russians
ought to be given something in e¥ohange,.. ¢te, For the rest

I spoke much along the line of one of your articles = the

one wherin you suggest that the USSR might after all have

gome reason to suspect that we are not - and have never been =
overly ford of her,

See?

Miinchner Stad TSI




