MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Mann, Erika

Zurich, 1964-08-09

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



Kantonsspital, Room A T5
Ziirich

August 9th 1964

Dear Kay, -

isn't jolly old David Merrick the limit ? Personally, I don't
quite believe that his hatred for the German fllm was his true reason
for failing us. There is to big a difference between a German movie
and an American Musieal for this motivation to make mich sense. lor
do I think Merrick and his lawyers ever believed "Felix" to be in the
public domain. More probably they were locking for a way out even
then. Let's not be discouraged, though. And I do admire your plug
in persuing the thing.

As for that complete list of our properties available for pictures
and dramatization, I shall try my best. Here goes:

Novels: "Royal Highnesa" about which I wrote you early this year;
"Joseph and his Brethren" , a tetralogy and eminently suitable
for the films. This particular movie would be entirely diffe-
rent from 211 "biblicals" ever made or ever likely to be done.
The work makes human beings of everyone of the ancient creatu-
res it is concerned withj there is a lot of humourj also there
is rather a"shocking" and hopeless love story j; there is practi-
cally everything. To my mind "Joseph" has never been done in
Hollywood because they didn't know how to do i% without stea-
ling from "Joseph and his Brethren".

Next question: "The Beloved Returns". This is a novel dealing
with Goethe and his old time beloved, Lotte. Possibly, Goethe
isn't well enough known in the US as to make the book a2 promi-
sing project. On the other hand, its a good story and would pos:
sibly do even without Goethe's fame.

Finally, "Doctor Faustus", the tale of a composer who is almost
a genius but finds it impossible quite to reach the hights his
ambitions are longing for. So he sells his soul to the devil

by catching — inadvertendly ? - v.d. The pact with the devil

is an actual scene, though it takes place in a somewhat unreal
atmosphere. And the v.d., the illness hightens the composer's
genins to the desired degree. The devil, however, gets him in
the end , and he dies an insane man. A lot more could and shoul
of course be said about this novel and its filmish aspects. At
first sight one would think the work far too intelectual as to
be suitable for the screen. But the story proper would lend it-
selfto an adaptation. It's just that I am afraid nobody connec-
ted with the films would be willing to read it.
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Long short stories: "The Transposed Heads". This is based on an
Indian legend, and at one time some company in
India was very interested in an American co-
production. The sbdry ie rather phantastic but
full of blood and drama. Besides, it has its wvery
funny aspects. T

The rest of the short stories are either too short
or you are already familiar with them. "Mario and
the Magician" would make a good film, "Death in
Venice" will make one, or so we hope, and
Kriger", a German-French co-production has j
chosen for Venice. It was among the twelve mos
selected out of a 125. The director and my
self wrote the screen play.

I am a Thifle disquieted about José er's payments. Shouldn't he
have payed g 6000 on August lst ? And what about the zmm 1'000 greed upon
between Joe Besch and myself 7 Perhaps we'd better rush them a bit.

As ever yours fondly,

PSe All is still clouded regarding "The Magic Mountzin". We are now

fighting to get the rights back . Shall we win, I'1ll let you know.

Miinchner Stadt NIt




