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"rika Mann

April 26, 1951

Mr, M.F. Areus
THR NRW LWADRR

7 Fast 15th Strest
New York 3, N.Y.

Dear ¥y, Arrus:

Your fGuest Column of April 16th
(THE N7W LPAD®R) 1is tremendously witty, "hat could
possibly be funnier or more subtly satirieal than that
"Thomas Frau" fdea of wvours? Priceless, dear, -- and
vet surpassed, rathar incredibly, By the pearfact union
Mieds Diting esprit and whimsical humor Gowome £ rony o b

Cofisldering vour all but irrestatible
cham™m as a writer, one might, at first clancs, fneline

to wonder just why von select not +o hids vour face, as
well as your name. Surely, vou know that man 1s supposed
to poasess at least some hint of a chin and that 1t 1s
generally considered to be in poor taste for a mouth --
no matter how roll-shaped its blubber-lips - to blossom
stralight out of the neck with no ehin to seaparate the two
and mark the snd of the fage.

*hat appears in THFT wmw rnvueen may be
a very bad photo. ¥ven so, vour eyes are unmistalably
swollen and, rightly or wrongly, convev the impressaion
of making it somewhat Aifficult for thelir owner to Yesp
them open -- what with those thick and sticky 11ds the
occasional redness of which the pilectures sarves merelv to
indicate.

Oratifvingly, thera 13 nothing wvague
about the portrayal of your cheeks in the porous vestness
of which your nose threatens to lose 1tself. "hat a
pathatically empty threat, though! As if a pear-ahapad
monstrosity such as your facial pidce de resi stanes oconld
possibly succead in doing anything of the sort,

As there 1s no way of telling vour brow
from your bald-pate, nothing more need = or gould - be

sald about your face, and all that romains 1s the auestion
of why on God's green sarth you won't leave the thing at




home when mingling with people.

Correct me if T'm wrong =- but here 1s my
solution: shoeking, thoush 1t may be, the exhibition
of your faatures 1s courageocusly almed at enabling
your readers more fully to enjoy the feats of wour pen.
"Authenticl ty", they tell me, is the number one marmark
of true art. And that snvone sporting vour fasa should
be urged and compelled -- that he should be forced - to
write precisely the wavy vou 40 1s most readilv understond,
Thus your image soerved substantlially to heighten and deepen
the pleasure T derived from vour eolumn., Thanks arain,
dear, And renewed congratulations on what T deem a
litsrary jewel as wall as a magnificent manifestation
of the smiling humanity that 1s vours,

Yours vary sincerelwy

Erikas Mann

FeS+ Should -- as T rather suspect -« your name be
capable of providing further proof of the anthentieityr
of your art, may T suggest that you swiftly diapose of
1117 ole "Argus" and let us have the whole atory of how
you happened to grow that humorous., "Thomas Prau” --
sweat Jesus, 1t's k11TIngl

whiEs




rika Yann

April 26, 1951

¥r. M.XK. Argus

THE NTW LTADER

7 Tast 15th Street
New York 35, N.V.

Pear ¥Mr. Argus:

Your fuest Column of April 16th (TYU® NmTW
LTADRR) 1s tremendously witty. ™hat could possibly be
funnier or more subtly satirical than that "Thomas Prau”
idea of vours? Priceless, dear, -- and yet surpassed,
rather ineredibly, by the parfact union of biting esprit
and whimsai ecal humor throughout tha sntire piascs.

Sonstidesring vour all but irreasistible
chaTm as a writer, drie might, at first pglance, incline
to wonder just why you seleet not to hide vour facs, as
well as vour name., Suraly, vou know that man 1s supposad
to posssss at least some hint of a chin and that 1t 1s
ganarally considerad to ba In poor taste for a mouth «=-
no matter how roll-shapedi:lts blubbar 1lips == to blossom
straight out of the neck with no chin to separata tha two
and mark the end of{fe Face.

"hat appears in THAR NGTW WILH=FR mav be
a very bad photo., Twven 80, your eyss are unmistalably
swollen and, rightly or wrongly, convey the impresafon
of making it somewhat difflicult for their owner to keep
them open =- what with those thieck and sticky 11ds the
oecasional rednesss of which the plcturs serves merslvy to
Indicate,

Sratifyingly, thers is nothing vague
about the portrayal of vour chesks in the porous vastnass
of whiech vour noss thraatens to losa 1tsalf, "That a
pathetically smpty threat, thnurhl' As 1f a psar=gshapad
monstroality sueh as vour faeial plece de rasistance could
pozaibly sucessd 'n doing anvthing of the sort,

As thare 13 no way of talling vour brow
from vour bald-pate, nothing more nesad - or could - ha
sald about your face and all that remains is the auasstion
of why on “od's grean sarth youn wont't lsave tha thing at

:@ibliothﬂk, :




home when mingling with people.

Correct me 1f T'm wrong -- but heare is my
solution: shocking, though 1t may be, the exh!bition
of yvour faatures 1s courageously aimed at snabling
your readers more fullvy to enfoy the feats of vour pen.
"Tauthentieclity™, they tell me, 1s the number one sarmark
of true art. And that anyone sporting vour fagce shonld
be urgad and compelled =- that he should be forced » to
write precisaly the wavy vou do 1is most readiTv underatond,
Thus vour image sarved substantlally to heighten and deepen
the pleasure T derived from vour ecolumn, Thanks acain,
dear, And renewed congratulations on what T deem a
literary jewel as well as a magnificent man?!fastation
of the smiling humanity that 1s vours,

Yours very sincerely

EXRa r?n—-__

2?rika Mann

FeSe Should -- as I rather suspset == your name bhe
capable of providing further proof of the suthantiecity
of your art, may T suggest that you swiftly d1spose of
141! ole "Argus™ and let us have the whole story of how
you happened to grow that humorous. "rhomas Prau" --
sweet Jesus, it's k11Ting}




