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November 7, 1949

Dr. Joseph Angell
Fomona Collage
Claremont, .Calif,

Dear Dr. Angell:

This is a) to thank you again for your
kindness in initiating my four weeks gunest-existence
as a "Visiting Writer", and bd to give vou a brief
report on what has been going on. T needn't say
anythine sbout Pomona., FRedlands, aas far as T ean judce
i1t, was surprisingly pleazant, - surprising considerinm
the extremely "conservative” character of that school,
Fresident Armacost not only introduced me on the occasion
of my final (publie) sppearance ("The Continuing Crisis”),
but also told the sudienee in the end that this had besn
quite a profound analysis and e most constructive offerineg.
Just how he feels now when some people are certain to have
adviged him to the contrary, I have no way of knowing.
UCLA: I have the impression - an impression conveved to me
by ¥r. Wallace Stegner at Stanford - that Professor Zwing
has seen fit to complain and ‘that whatever 1t 1sa that he
finds blameworthy he chose to blame on you, WVay I say that
while both Redlands and Stanford got in touch with me (or with
you), well in advance of my wéspective viaits, Profsssor 7wing
failed ‘to do so, Thus, upon my retufm from Redlands T found
a brief note from him outlining the schedule for the week that
followed, This schedule did not in any way provide for the
utilization of either "The Continuing Crisis” or "The
St tuation of the Turopean Intelleetuala”, but had me appear
before a number of classes and hold a great number of
offlee hours, Although first thing Vonday morning T asked
Frofessor Ewing whether 1t would not be possible for ma to
use at least one of my "major offerings”, neither was taken
advantage of, nor - for all T eould make out - were the
students told about those eountlass »ffice hours of mine.
#ad T not myself informed the classes for whom T spoke, I
don't think anyone would have bturned up ever, Just to rive
vou an 1dea of how the whole thing was handled, let me tell
vou that office hours had been scheduled for ¥riday, October “2th,
from 10 a.,m., to 12 noon at which preciss time the antire
University wes celebrating the "Homecoming™ of their beaten team.
Needless to say, no student in his senses could have dreamed
of viaiting with me under the circumstances, nor could T have
dreamed of reading a newspaper or doing anything at all while




duly sitting in my office the window of which gave on a

terrace which constituted an 1deal vantase point to watsh

the ecelebration from., Sinee that terrace could otharwi gse

only be reached through the Desan's office, a naver ending
stream of students climbed throurh my window, virtually

over my back, - and there I was, just bi“ine my time. -

Believe me, that I am not one who easilvy crmplalns, = in

fact, T would eertainly not have done s0 aven in this rather
agrrieving case were 1t not for Professor “wing's quite
unjustified complaining, I don't know whether it is customary
for those in charge of the Writers' viasits to be informed of
what their respective puests are planning., But sven 1f it 1a
and 1f you or I should have told Profesaor Twing wvhat to axpect
he certainly should have taken the initiative onee no information
seemed to be forthecoming., - Incidentally, despite the
unsatisfactory arrongements, I don't belisve "UCLA" to have
been a fallure. I merely think that I could have done far moTe
than 1 was permitted to do. - Stanford: This viait vroved
partiecularly gratifying., Profassor Scoveroft 1s a m rfectlv
charming manj all arrangement®had been made most handaomaly
and the students turned out to be as responaive as one could
possibly hope for. '

It 1s not entirely without selfish intentions
that T am thus reporting to you, for I'd like very much to
receive your report in turn. Would it be too muech to ask vou
to write to the three schools in gquestion in an effort to -4
out what the general and final reactions were? T'4 he vary ola.d
to learn how the faculty and how the student body (theas nouns
should appear in the plural) felt once T had left, "suallv In
such casss a reneral and lesting opin‘on ervstallizes only aftar
a while, and T'4 be much obliged 1f vou'd be ¥ind snough to
teast that opinion for me,

Golo, I trust, will have tnld vou aboiit the
"political hack-writer". In case he hasn't, please ask him,

%e are still waltine for a call from vou
telling us when you'll be able to come and dine,

Kindest regards from my parents and
the very best wishes from

yours as ever ocordially

“rikas Yann.




