MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

A Memorandum to Francis Biddle (Attorney General)

Subjekt: Naturalization.

Mann, Klaus

1943-08-10

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



T/3 Kleus Mann (32697270)
825th Signal Radio Repair Serv.Co.
Camp Crowder, Missouri

£ A-Ig.;va.l‘.ﬂ.u.;")':l.
.o
FRANCIS BIDDLE, Esq., Attorney General,
Washington, D.C.

SUBJECT: NATURALIZATION

I

CASE HISTORY:

In civilian 1life I was a free-lance writer and lecturer,

I have written (and published) more than 20 books - novels,
short storles, plays, travel books, literary and politieal
ossays. Up to 1939, I used to write in German, from which
language my writings were translated into several other
languages, including English. In 1939, however, I began to
write in English. During the 3 years preceding my military
induction, I produced two books - "The Turning FPoint: &5
tears in this Century” and "André Gide: or The Crisis of
kodern Thought" - and, moreover, was active as the editor
of a literary monthly, DECISION. I contributed also to many
other American rerlodicala, such &s The Atlantiec, The American
Mercury, EZsquire, Town & Country, Free World, The Saturday
Revliew of Literature, The Nation, The Chicago Sun, etec.

I left Germany - the land of my birth - as soon as Hitler
came to power, in 1933, and have never been there since.

In 1954, I was "expatriated" by the Nazi Government; in

1957, 1 became a citizen of Czechoslovakia. Since 19357, 1
have veen living in the United States.

When this country entered the War, I was very eager indeed

to join the U,S. Armed Forces as soon as possible, But, not
being a citizen, 1 did,have the privilege to enlist. I did,
however, everything in my power to prod and urge my draft-
board to speed up my induction. (My letters about this subject
are probably kept in the files of Local Soard HNr. 15, Hew
York County.)

Un December 28, 1942, I was inducted into the U.S. Army, and
on January 4, 1943, I reported for active duty at Fort Dix,N.J.

From there, 1 was transferred, on February 2, to Camp Joseph T,
Robinson, Arkansas, where I tolk my basic military training.

After about three weeks in Camp Roblnson, I was called for an
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interview with Major Weaver from Washington, D.C., who informed
me that 1 was going to be assigned to a newly activated unit -

a Combat ~-Fropaganda ocompany - which was to be
stationed in Washington, in connection with the Uffice of oStrate-
glcal Services.

I finished my basic training at Camp Hobinson (amB-weeks cycle
plus one preparatory week) and, on April 6, 1943, recelved order
to leave for Camp Hitchie, Maryland. ;

1 arrived there on April 8, and joined the unit which was sub-
sequently called First Moblle Rad 1o Broad-
castling Company . This was indeed the outfit aboub
which Major Weaver had spoken to me; but it had meanwhlle changed
its name and was no longer connected with Strateglcal Services.
The "First Mobile" operates now - if 1 am not mistaken - under
Signal Corps Headquarters and 1s staffed and supervised by Military
Intelligence.

1 had peen for about three weeks in Camp Ritchie, as a member of
the First koblle Radio Broadcasting Company, when we woere informed
that our unit was in a state of alert and would be moved out be-
fore long to a Fort of Embarkation, ¥y name was included 1ln the
shipping list, although I was not yet an American citizen. However,
the Yoast Inteliigence Ufficer of Camp Ritchie - Kajor John M,
FPhnhillips - seemed confident that 1 could be naturalized

in due time.

On April 3o, 1943, I was appointed Techniclan Third Grade, in

my capaclity as a linguist and propagandist in the Firat Kobile
Radio Broadeasting Company.

The same day, Major Phillips sent me to Baltimore, Kd. - under
the presumption that my citizenship papers were ready and that

1 could be naturalized without any further delay.

In Baltimore, however, the acting Judge informed me curtly - a
few minutes before the beginning of the naturalization ceremony -
thet he had just received some "special information" concerning
my case, on account of which he preferred to "withhold recommén-
dation." He told me that my case had to be investigated again.
The nature of the "special information" was not disclosed to me,

The following day - May 1, 1943 - my company moved out to the
Fort of Bmbarkation. 1 declared my willingness, lmdeed, my oeager-
ness, to come along - citizen or not. But the officer in charge
of my particular section - Captain Martin F, H e r z, Chiel of
the Fropaganda Section - told me that he was compelled to leave
me behind until my citizenship affair would be straightened out.
He promised me, however, that 1 would rejoin the unit - sither
at the Fort of Bmbarkation or overseas - as soon as my naturali-
zation comes through.

From that point on my military career stagnated completely. 1 re-

mained in Camp Hitchie for more than § weeks after the incident
in Baltimore - hoping from day to day that my naturalization

might be effected while the "First Mobile" was still at the Fort
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Embarkation. Put my hopes were frustrated: the unit to which
I feel so strongly and loyally attached, left for overseas,
while my case was still being lnvestigated by the F.B.l. and
other Government agencies.

On June 7, 1943, I was notified - most surprisingly - of my
assigmment to the 825th 5ignal Hepalr Service Company, Camp
Crowder, Mo, Major Fhilllips, and several other offlicers ac-
quainted with my record, agreed with me that this new assignment
was clearly a mistake, as 1 am not a technician and can not be
of any use in a repeir service unit.

In Cemp Crowder, where I arrived on June 13, the situation
turned out to be exactly as the Ritchle officers and 1 had
anticipated: there was absolutely no function for me in the
organization to which I was assigned.

A few days after my arrival, 1 was interviewed by the officers
of a new 'confidential™ unit ("Company X") for which linguists
are needed. The interviewing lieutenant explained to me, how-
ever, that I was out of the question as only American citlzens
are admitted to this particular outfit., The only thing avallable
for me in Camp Crowder seemed a tomporary job at the Fublie-
Helations Office, where 1 have been working for the past

few weeks. But, evidently, this arrangement means no lasting
solution - geither to me nor in the opinion of my officers.

11

THE "SPECIAL INFORMATION":

Of course, I am not in a position to know the exact contents

of the last-minute information which prompted the Saltimore
Judge to act the way he did. Whatever this adverse information
may have been, I presume that 1t has been refuted or modifled
by the speclal investigations made during the past three months.,
Yet I am eager to contribute whatever 1 can to the speedy
clarification of my pending case.

In doing so, I take it for granted that the susplclons against
me are of a primarily po 1l 1 t 1 c al nature. liot that 1
think it 1likely that anybody would have dared to question my
anti-lazl feelings and my anti-Fascist record. But 1 am aware
of certain rumours according to which my political views are
extremely "left" - practically those of a so-called "fellow
traveller” of the Communist Farty.

These rumours - spread against me by ignorant or mallignant people
(maybe by Hezi-sympathizers or by jealous fellow-refugees) -

are entirely untrue.

lhe only political principle and program in which 1 believe,

and to which I have loyally adhered, is that of Freedom and
Demoeracy as formulated in the American Declaration of Inde-
pendence and in the Constitution of the United States.

It is true that I have loathed lazism and Fascism for the past
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ten years, and that I have tried to expose and [light, in my writings,
those aggressive, autocratic philosophies and régimes. I have done so,
however, by no means as an adherent to, or fellow-traveller of, any
political party, but as an independent intellectual and liberal.

The truth i1s that I do not have, and have never had, any affiliations av(li
®e any political groups; that I am not receiving, and have never re-
ceived, any support or orders from any political organization - neither
directly nor indirectly, nelther here nor abroad.

The suggestion, or suspieion, that I am somehow connected, or at least
in sympathy, with the Communist Farty, 1s indeed absurd.

I could quote dogzens of statements from my various writings to prove,
not only my loyalty to the democratic cause, but also my eriticel
attitude toward Marxism in general and, in particular, toward the
Soviet Union and the (defunct) Comintern. But I do not want to burden
this memorandum unduly with guotations and therefore content myself
with mentioning a few samples.

In 1936, the French'writer An dr é G1 de was viclently attacked
by the Communists and Communist "fellow-travellers" on account of

his pamphlet, "Return from the U.B3.5.R.", which was considered hostile
to the Soviet Union. I came out in Gide's favour in an extensive, very
outspoken article published in the German-refugee magazine, "Die Neue
Weltblihne" (Prague, Czechoslovakia).

Subsequently, I reaffirmed and amplified my arguments, for Glde and
against the Bolshevists, in my book "André Gide: And the Crisls of
kodern Thought" (Creative Age Press, New York, 1943). In this context,
I speak of Glde's "generous naiveté and disarming innocence™ in trying
"to coordinate his daring dreams and the unscrupulous tactics of the
Comintern, " and continue, "Did he not foresee the inevitable flasco

of his 1ll-starred experiment?" (i.e. his temporary attempt to colla-
borate with the Compmunists). (™André Gide", page 249.)

Discussing the campaign sgainst Gide launched by the Communist partlsans,
I speak of ™éarxist scribblers", "arrogant fanatlcs", and "cynicel
busybodies", "who had fawned upon Gide only yesterday," but "now
slandered and smeared him." ("André Gide", ps. 266, 269.)

In my eutobiographical book, "The Turning Folnt" (L.B.
Fiacher, lew York, 1942) I make the following statement about the
Communists, in discussing the German situation about 19352:
" .. The Kremlin, meanwhile, makes its own cunning policy, based
upon the axiom that everything that's bad for the Soclal Democrats
mast be good for the Communists. The World Revolution - they say -
can only profit by chaos.” ("The Turning Point", p. 259.)
In the same book, 1 open a paragraph criticizing, or arraigning, the
otalin-Hitler Pact, with these words:
"o, it 1s hardly worth while - indeed, 1t has become quite im-
possible, to talk politics with any loyal member of the Third
International. Their essential fallacy 1s to confound the cause
of progress with the political interests of a grealt power, namely
the Soviet Union." ("The Turning Point", p. 329.)
Because of such "sacrilegious" remarks, and because of many similar
statements, "The Turning Foint" was violently attacked in the book
section of the Communist newspaper, "The Daily Worker" (May, 1943).
The Communist reviewer -~ while recognizing and even pralsing the
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literary werits of my book - deplored and anfigily criticized what he
thinks my "anti-Communist prejudices.” (The newspaper clipping in
question is in the files of the Post Intelliigence Office, Camp Ritechie,
Maryland.)

The literay monthly, ™ e ¢ 1 s 1 o n", of which 1 was the editor and
founder, was definitely anti-lNazi, pro-English and anti-Isolationist

in its policy, at a time when the Communists, confused by the Stalin-
Hitler Pact, were against American intervention in the European
"tmperialistic” war. iy magazine was therefore repeatedly attacked

by the Communist weekly, "New Masses”, and other similar organd.

- Among the literary contributors of "Decision" was not one American

or Buropean writer who could be justly called a Communist or Communist
fellow-traveller, while the list of our literary sponsors comprised

the names of such prominent American and European democrats as Fresident
Edward Benes, Hobert E. 3herwood, Somerset Maugham, Louls Adamic,

Frank Kingdon, and so forth. Even authors as unpopular with the
Communists as the Rusalan refugee Mark Aldanov (attacked as an "anti-
Soviet propagandist” because of his novel "The Fifth Seal") contributed
occasionally to "Decision.,"

Also, characteristically, I have never contributed to "New Masses"
or any other Communist or semi-Communist periodical, while my stories
and articles were published in many other leading American magazines
and papers.

¥oreover, none of my wrltings has ever been translated into HAussian =
as far as I know - ,while many of them appeared in French, Spanish,
Italian, Czech, Folish, Danish, and so forth.

I might easily enumerate more incidents and quotations apt to refute
the legend of my pro-Communist leanings. But, as I sald before, it
seems impracticable to charge this document with too much material.
Suffice itysay that my political vlews and utterances have never been
influenced, directly or indirectly, by the Interests or orders of

the Soviet Union or the Communist Party; on the contrary, I found

it necessary, on several ocoasions, to come out in public agalnst
certain tactics or slogans dictated by the Commmunist "Party Line."

As indicated above, I take it that the susplcions against me are of

a "primarily political nature." It may be, however, that the adverse
"special information" in question includes also rumours or denounce-
ments of a very different kind.

Uf course, those friends of mine who were interviewed by Govermment
agents in regard to my case, did not repeat to me any of the things

they may have heard or said on such occasions. Yet thelr intimations
seemed to suggest that not all the questions asked by the officials
were political. lio doubt, the investigators were also interested in
the issue of my m o r a 1 reputation and relliabllity. :

Haturally, I don't know what kind of venomous stories may have come
to the attention of the F.B.l. or other investigating bureaus. The
Nazis are very good at fabricating slanderous and scandalous rymours
designed to compromlise their political antagonists. Even before 1933,
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when I was atill iiving in Germany - and was much more in the public

eye there than I am in this country - the nationalistic pPress published
the most fentastic and most repulsive reports about the alieged "vicious-
ness" of many liberals, including myself. Some of those malicious and
mendacious fabrications may have found thelr way to this country and ewen
into the files of Govermment agencies, Additional rumours and denounce-
ments may have been contributed by the German employees of a New York
hotel (The Bedford: 118 East 4oth St,.), where I spent a good deal of

time, from 1936 to 18943,

It is difficult, if not impossible, for me to discuss op to refute
rumours which I do not know, But it is also difficult, if not impossihle,
for me to imagine that any CGovernment agency would give credence to

this type of irresponsible slander - especially when the person thus
denounced happens to be a man of my personal background and record,

Since I do not know what has been said against me, I take the liberty .
to state simply that I have lived in many different countries - for
more than six years in the United States - and that my conduct has
never and nowhere provoked anything like a scandal. I was found accept-
able by the U,S. Army, and my military record confirms what nobody has
yet dared to doubt or to denﬁ into my face: that my character and

"sex moral™ are "excellent.

There is ons minor incident which I would like to mention as it has
probably come to the knowledge of the authorities and may require
Some addltional explanation.

Among my acquaintances in New York was a man nemed John T, F 1 e t -
¢ ner.Imet him in the fall of 1940 - if I remember correctly -
and saw him last in November (or October?), 1942, It was then, in my
apartment, that a P.5.I. (or Militery Intelligence?) agent arrested
him as a deserter from the U.S. Army.

The official who arrested Fletcher in my room - and then took him to
Governors Island - did not choose to ask meé any questions. I did not
have the opportunity to tell him what I state herewlth: that I was
completely unaware of Fletcher's millitary status. All I knew, at the
time, was that he had once been drafted and that he had subsequently
been granted a medical discharge. I did not have any reason to doubt
the truthfulness of his story, nor would I have been in a position
to find out the truth, even if I had tried to do so. I am sure that
Fletcher would be willing to confirm these facts, if he has Mot done
80 already. Yet I consider it important enough to stress my innocence
in this case; for, if I had glven wittingly shelter to a deserter,
such an action could not but speak against me in the eyes of the
authorities,

III

WOY I AM EAGER TO SPEED UP MY PENDING
NATURALIZATTION:

If I were interested in an easy, not dangerous job, I might be
quite satisfied with my position in the Army as it 1s just now.
Why should I not try to keep my convenlient desk job for the dura-
tion? No doubt, I would have a comparatively easy time and still
would probably become a citizen as soon as the War is over.
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interview with Major Weaver from Washington, P.C., who informed
me that 1 was going to be assigned to a newly activated unit -

a Combat ~-Fropaganda company - which was to be
stationed in Washington, in connection with the Ufflice of Strate~-
gloal Servicea.

I finished my basic training at Camp Hobinson (m.8-weeks cycle
plus one preparatory week) and, on April 6, 1943, received order
to leave for Camp Hitchie, Maryland.

1l arrived there on April 8, and joined the unit which was sub-
gegquently called F irst Eoblle Radlilo Broad-
castlng Company . fhis was indeed the outfit about
which Hajor Weaver had spoken to me; but it had meanwhile changed
its name and was no longer connected with Strateglcal Services.
The "First ¥obile" operates now - if I am not mistaken - under
3ignal Corps Headquarters and is staffed and supervised by Military
Intelligence.

I had been for about three weeks in Camp Hitcochie, as a member of
the First Eobile Hadio Droadecasting Company, when we were informed
that our unit was in a state of alert and would be moved cut be-
fore long to a Fort of HEmbarkation, iy name was included in the
shipping list, although 1 was not yet an American citizen. lowever,
the Yost Intel: igence Ufficer of Camp Ritchie - MHajor Johm M,
Fhillipas - seemed confident that I could e naturalized

in due time.

On April 3o, 1943, I was appointed Techniclan Third Grade, in

my capacity as a linguist and propagandist in the First Eoblle
Aadlo Droadcasting Company.

The asme day, Kajor Fhillips sent me to Saltimore, Kd, - under
the presumption that my citizenship papers were ready and that

I could be naturalized without any further delay.

in Baltimore, however, the acting Judge informed me curtly - a
few minutes before the beginning of the naturallzation ceremony -
that he had just received some "speclal information”" concerning
my casetl on asccount of which he preferred to "withhold recomman-
dation. Lo told me that my cmse had to be investigated again.
The nature of the "special information” was not disclosed to me,.

The following day - May 1, 1843 - my company moved out to the
Yort of Embarkation. 1 declared my willingness, imdeed, my eager-
ness, to come along - citizen or not. But the officer in charge
of my particular section - Captain &artin Fo. H e r z, Chiel of
the rropaganda Section - told me that he was compelled Lo leave
me behind untll my citlzenshlip affalr would be straightened out.
He promised me, however, that I would rejoin the unit = either

at the fort of Embarkation or overseas - as soon as my naturali-
zation comes through.

From that point on my military career stagnated completely., 1 re-

malined in Casmp Hitchie for more than 5 weeks after the incident
in Baltimore - hoping from day to day that my naturalization

might be effected while the "First Mobille"” was still at the Fort
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Embarkation. But my hopes were frustrateds the unit to which
I feel =0 strongly and loyally attached, left for overseas,
while my case was still being investlgated by the FeBele and
other Government agencies.

On June 7, 1943, I was notified - most surprisingly - of my
assignment to the 825th Signal Repalr Service Company, CGamp
Crowder, Mo. Hajor Fhillips, and several other officers ac-
quainted with my record, agreed with me that this new assignment
was clearly a mistake, as 1 am not a techniclian and can not be
of any use in a repeir service unit.

In Camp Crowder, where I arrived on June 13, the situation
turned out to be exactly as the Hitchle officers and 1 had
anticipated: there was sbsolutely no function for me in the
organigation to which 1 was assigned.

A few days after my arrival, I was interviewed by the officers
of & new 'confidential” unit ("Company X") for which lingulsts
are needed, The interviewing lieutenant explained to me, how-
ever, that I was out of the question as only American citizens
are admitted to this particular cutfit. The only thing evalilable
for me in Cemp Crowder seemed a temporary job at the Fublie-
Relations Office, where I have been working for the past

few weeks. BSut, evidently, this arrangement means no lasting
solution - {leither to me nor in the oplunion of my officers,

i1

THE "SPECIAL INFORMATION":

Of course, I am not in a position to know the exact contents

of the last-minute informaetion which prompted the PSaltimore
Judge to act the way he did. Whatever this adverse information
may have been, 1 prssume that 1t has been refuted or modified
by the special investigations made during the past taree monthse
Yet 1 am eager to contribute whatever 1 can to the speedy
clarification of my pending case.

In doing so, 1 take it for granted that the suspiclons against
me are of a primerily pol i tical nature. Hot that 1
think it likely that anybody would have dared to question my
anti-lazi feelings and my anti-Fasclst record. But I am aware
of certaln rusours according to which my politlical vicws are
extremely "left" - practically those of a so~-called “fellow
traveller®” of the Communist Farty.

These rumours - spread against me by ignorant or malignant peopls
(meybe by Nazi-aympathizers or by Jealous fellow-refugees) -

are entirely untrue.

ihe only political prineiple and program in which I believe,

and to which I have loyally adhered, is that of Freedom and
Democracy as formulated in the American Declaration of Inde-
pendence and in the Constitution of the Unlted -tates.

it is true that I have loathed Nazise and Fasclsm for the past
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ten years, and that I have tried to expose and [fight, ln ay writlngs,
those aggressive, autocratic phnilosophlies and régimes. I have done soO,
however, by no means as an adherent to, or fellow-traveller of, any
political perty, but as an independent intellectual and liberal.

The truth is that I do not have, and have never had, any nffiliationsgﬁf‘
ve any political groups; that 1 am not recelving, and have never re-
ceived, any support or orders from any political organization - neither
directly nor indirectly, nelther here nor abroad.

The suggestion, or suspicion, that I am somehow connected, or at least
in sympathy, with the Communist Farty, is indeed absurd.

I could quote dozens of astatements from wy various writings to prove,
not only my loyalty to the democratic cuuse, but also my critical
attitude toward Marxism in general and, in particular, toward the
soviet Union and the {defunct) Cominterm. Hut I do not want to burden
this memorandum unduly with quotations and thersefore content myself
with mentioning a few samples.

In 1936, the French writer An dr é G i d e was violently attacked
by the Commsunists and Communist "fellow-travellers” on account of

nis pamphlet, "Return from the UsS.deRe", which was considered hostile
to the Soviet Union. I came out in Gide's favour in an extensive, very
outspoken article published in the CGerman-refugee magazine, "Die Heue
Weltbiihne"™ (Frague, Czechoslovakia).

Subsequently, I realfirmed and amplified my arguments, for Glde and
against the Dolshevists, in my bDook "André Glde: And the Urisis of
kodern Thought" (Creative Age Fress, New York, 1943). In this context,
1 speak of Gide's "gonerous naiveté and disarming innocence™ in trying
"to coordinate his daring dreams and the unscrupulous tactics of the
Comintern," and continue, "Did he not foresee the inevitable flasco

of his ill-starred experimenti® (i.e. his temporary attempt to colla~-
borate with the Communists). ("André Gide", page 240.)

Discussing the campaign against Gide launched by the Communist partisans,
I speak of ™darxist sceribblers", "arrogant fanaties”, and "cynical
busybodles”, "who had fawned upon Gide only yesterday," but “now
slandered and smeared him." ("André Gide", ps. 266, 269.)

In my sutoblograpnical book, "The Turning Foint" (LB
Fischer, New York, 1942} I make the following statement about the
Commmunists, in discussing the German situation about 1932:
"ess The Kremlin, meanwhile, makes its owm cunning poliey, based
upon the axiom that everything that's bad for the Soclal Democrats
must be good for the Communists. The World Hevolution - they say -
can only profit by cheos." ("The Turning Foint", p. 259.)
In the same book, I open a paragraph oriticizing, or arraigning, the
Stalin-iitler Fact, with these words:
"o, it 1s hardly worth while - indeed, it has become guite im~
possible, to talk politics with any loyal member of the Third
International. Their essential fallacy is to confound the cause
of progress with the political interests of a great power, namely
the Soviet Union." ("The Turning Point", p. 329,)
Because of such "sacrilegious"” remarks, snd becsuse of many zimilar
statements, "The Turning Point" was violenily attacked in the book
section of the Cosmunist newspaper, "The Dailly Worker" (May, 1943).
The Communist reviewer - while recognizing and even praising the




-

literary merits of my book - deplored and anfiglly criticized what he
thiniks my "anti-Communist prejudices.” (The newspaper clipping in
question 1s in the files of the Fost Intelligence Uffige, Camp Hitchie,
Karyland, )

The literay monthly, "M e ¢ 1 s 1 o n", of which I was the editor and
founder, was definitely anti-Naszil, pro-iEnglish and anti-Isolationist

in its policy, at a time when the Commmmists, confused by the Stalin-
Hitler Fact, were againat American intervention in the European
"{mperialistic™ war. My magazine was therefore repeatedly attacked

by the Commanist weekly, "New Massea”, and other similar organd.

-~ Among the literary contributors of "Decision"” was not one American

or Buropean writer who could be Justly called a Communist or Communiat
fellow-traveller, while the list of our literary sponsors comprised

the names of such prominent American and Buropean democrats as Iresident
Edward Benes, Hobert E. 3Sherwood, Somerset Maugham, lLouls Adamic,

Frank Kingdon, and so forth, Sven authors as unpopular with the
Communists as the Rusalan refugee Mark Aldanov (attecked as an "antl-
Soviet propagandist” Lecause of his novel "The Fifth Seal") contributed
occasionally to "Decision.”

Also, characteristically, I have never contributed to "Hew Masses"”
or any other Communist or semli-Commmuniast periodieal, while my stories
and erticles were published in many other leading American magazines
and paperse

doreover, none of my writings has ever been translated into Hussian -
as far as I know - ,while many of them appeared in French, 5panlsh,
Italian, Czech, Follish, Danish, and so forth.

I might easily enumerate more lncldents and quotationa apt to refute
the legend of my pro-Communist leanings. But, as 1 sald bLefore, it
seems impracticeble to charge this document with too much material.
suffice iugsay that my political views and utterances have never been
influenced, dlrectly or indirectly, by the interests or orders of

the Soviet Union or the Communist Farty; on the contrary, I found

1L necessary, on seversl occasions, to come out in public against
certain tectics or slogans dictated Ly the Communist "Farty Line."

As indicated sbove, 1 take 1t that the susplclions against me are of

a “primarily political nature.” It may be, however, that the adverse
"special information" in gquestion includes also rumours or denounce-
ments of & very different ilnd.

Of course, those friends of mine who were interviewed by Government
agents in regard to my case, did not repeat to me any of the things

they may have heard or said on such occasions. Yet their intimations
seemed Lo suggest that not all the queationa asked by the officials
were political. No doubt, the Investigators were also interested 'in
the issue of my m o r a 1 reputation and reliability.

Haturally, I don't know what kind of venowocus stories may have come
to the attention of the F.B.le or other investigating bLuresus. The
kazlis are very good at fabricating slanderous and scandalous remours
designed to compromise their political antagonlsts. Zven Lefore 1935,




"hen I was atlill living in Germany - and was much more in the public

¢ye there than I am in this country - the nationalistic press published
the most fantastlc and most repulsive reports about the alieged "vicious-
ness” of many liberals, including myself. Some of those maliclous and
mendacious fabrications may have found thelr way to this country and even
into the files of Uovernmont agencies. Additional rumours and denounce=
monts may have been contributed by the Cerman employees of a New York
hotel (The Bedford: 118 East 4oth S5t.), where I spent a good deal of

time, from 1936 to 1943,

It 1s difficult, if not impossible, for me to dlscuss or to refute
rumours which 1 do not know, But 1t is also difficult, if not impossihle,
for me to imagine that any Government agenscy would give credence to

this type of irresponsible slander - eapecially when the person thus
denounced happens Lo be a man of my personal background and record,

Since I do not know what has been sald against me, I take the liberty
to state slmply that I have lived in many different countries = for
more than six years in the United States - and that my conduct has
never and nowhere provoked anytihing like a scandal, [ was found accept-
able by the U.3. Army, and my military record confirms what nobody has
{at dared to doubt or to dan§ into my face: that my character and

sex moral” are "excellent.

There 1s one minor incident which I would like to mention as it has
probably come Lo the knowledge of the authorities and may regquire
some additional explanation.

Among my acquaintances in Hew York was a man named John T. F 1 ¢ ¢ -
¢ her. Imet him in the fall of 1940 - if 1 romember correctly =-
and saw him last in November (or Uctobert), 1942, It was then, in my
apartment, that a F.B.l. (or Military Intelligence?) agent arrested
him as a deserter from the U,35, Armye.

ine officlal who arrested Fletcher in my room - and then toock him to
Governors Island - did not choose to ask me any guestions. I did not
have ihe opportunity to tell him what I state herewith: that I was
completely unaware of Fletcher's military status. All I knew, at the
time, was that he had once been drafted and that he had subsegquently
been granted a medical discharge. I did not have any reason to doubt
the truthfulness of his story, nor would I have been in a position
to find out the truth, even if I had tried to do s0. I am sure that
Fletcher would be williing to confirm these facts, if he has Mot done
80 already. Yel 1 consider it important enough to stress my innocence
in this case; for, if 1 had given wittingly shelter to a deserter,
such an action could not but speak against me in the eyes of the
authorities.

11X

WiY I A EACER T0 SPEED UP XY PENDING
ALUL LAT :

If I were interested in an easy, not dangerous jJob, I might be
quite satisfied with my position in the Amy as it is just now,
Why should I not try to keep my convenient desk job for the dura-
tion? lo doubt, I would have a comparatively eassy time and still
would probably Lecome a citizen as soon as the War is over.







